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Te 1 chiu»

A-eng kin-4-jit chin hoa™hi, in Eng-sidong beh chhut-kok liti-hak--a. Tai-pak tian-oe kha--1ai, chhia-
siok i-keng pan ho-se, khah 0a® beh tng--lai. A-eng ia hoa®-hi ia kam-siong, hoa"-hi in kid" chhut-kok,
théh phok-stt hak-ti. Kam-siong Eng-siong koh tioh-ai li-khui, bde-tang chhia® khi ti Tai-pak an-ne,
put-sam-si é-sai tng--1ai. Tian-oe thong liau, i oat chhut-lai goa-khau. In ta-koa" Jit-seng kap tak éng-
koe kang-khoan, ti chhéng-a-kha ham lau-hoe-a-pan pho-tau. Thia® A-eng teh kong, kui-tin lang sti 6e
tui Eng-siong khi. A-eng koa® tian-ch(i-16 téng é té-kd, jip-1ai thin chui, chii jip ti* koh khng loh-khi
choa®. Khoa" in chin @ thang hoe é khoéan, chii an-ne oat jip-khi lai-té khoa" in ta-ke chhi"--lai-boe. Siu-
tin cht poah-t6 lidu, hip tian-kong kong kha-chiah-phia® khi ham-sau--khi, i-seng kong tioh-ai chhéng
thih-kah-sa®. Chit ki ni 1ai kid®-kia"--leh to ai t6--chit-khun, ché-ché--leh ma tioh the®--chit-é. Ah bo,
kha-chiah-phia® boe kham--khi. A-eng tham-thau khoa® in ta-ke khun-tau khun kah chin ka-choe, kia®
phah chhi®--i, khin-khin-a liam jip-khi ka-ti é pang-keng.

Chiah choe ni lai, A-eng hong-thai ta-ke-koa”, i-keng si seng-0ah é chit-po-hin--loh. Phai" chéan-
ke é ta"-thau, ho i pek-kam kau-chip. "Tioh ka lan kia" chhia® toa--oh. A-eng, h6-ho-a ka, mai li-khui
in--lah hoh™?” In ang Sin-thiam beh si si kau-tai é gidn-gi, koh na-chhia” chang choh-jit-a hoat-seng--é-
leh. Jit-chi koe-tioh chia® kin, hit-chtn A-eng khau kah hiah chhi-chham, ji-chap goa ni to koe-khi--a.
Chit ji-chap goa ni lai, A-eng sin-siu kau-tiang, kia" cho kia", seng-1i cho seng-li, tak-hang to hoat-loh
kah chin su-si. M-na ke-hée ko tidu, idu pin seng-li-lang é gan-kong, chit-chi® pi® nfig-i*. Ta-liau ka
Eng-siong Tai-pak hak-chht, in cha-bé-kia"™ A-koan ké & si, ma kah chit-keng kong-i. Tui in ang, in
ta-ke-koa", ah, tui in Tan--ka lai kong, si cho kah chin G-kau--lah. Hit-chan Jit-seng € khi pun i tng--1ai,
koh lau loai cho sin-p1, sit-chai @ gan-kong, @ hok-khi.

Jit-seng chhoa A-eng tng--lai é si, A-eng chiah chap-hoe. "San koh poh-pan, kui-ki kha choéan liap-
a jiah” Siu-tin khoa"--tioh toa-kia" si6-koai: *Thau-mhg sat-bu liau-liau-si!” "Ka sé-sé--leh-lah, lan ia
bd chha kah chit-chhui pig, b6 ma khoa” & khan-khioh se” si6-ti--bd.” Goan-lai Jit-seng ta" se™ ko-kia"
Sin-thiam, Siti-tin pak-té t6 b6 koh tda. Ng-bang pun A-eng lai, khoa® é khan-khioh in & koh se™--bé.

Sui-jian thi® b6 stn in, m-koh, cha A-eng jip-mng, chap-hoe-a-tiam ji khui ja hoat, kiam cho tiong-phoa®
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ke than chiok choe chi®. Jit-seng ka tong-cho cha-bd-kia" kang-khoan thia"-sioh, chai-pde ho thak ia-pé.
Jit--si tiam-khau tau-kha-chhiu, soa®-hoe hai-san jip-chhut siau-bok, kai-tong pé € hoe, tioh chiat é chi®,
long sng kah chin su-si. Lian téng-chhit thau-ke é ko-séng, é-chhia lang-kheh é ian, ma liah kah chin
chan. Khi-thau i ho chit-keng tiam bt kah chin bo-éng, kau i ko-tiong pit-giap, chit-keng tiam i-keng
ho ti kah chia® chiu-chi. Jit-seng toa-toa se-se € tai-chi ma pang ho hoat-loh--a. Chit-khoéan é kai-pian,
chhia® in tau hit-ch6 0-s6-s6, oeh khang lok chi® é siau-kui, 6a” cho siu-gin-ki. Li-li-lak-lak é sng-po6a®-
sia™ bo thia"-ki"--a. Siu chi” chau chi® "tang”...chit-é é im-gak-sia”. Si-péng piah boah kah péh-siak-siak,
jit-kong-teng chio--tioh kng-ia"-ia®, ho lang jip-khi kau te, khi-mo ke chiok ho--é.

A-eng € hiah kin ho Jit-seng lau cho sin-pua, kap téa-pda” o-kau Tan chia" o koan-hé. Si-chap-hoe--a
iau m-chhoa, kong-tioh e ai oh “sio-chhdng” hit-khoan tai ba-lih, ai phi® lang é giat-thiok-oe. Sui-jian
A-eng seng-li 0h liau sng lau-tau, chong--si ni-ki khin, keng-giam chhian, ke-kiam 16ng & hé hit chiah
lau-chidu chiah tau-ha--khi. Jit-seng thia® ti hi*-1ai, khoa® ti gan-lai, ia b6 khng ti sim-lai. Cho seng-li kap
téng-chhiq, lang-kheh tap-chhui-ko, phah-lah-liang si lan-bian--é. Toan-lian jin-che koan-hé, cheng-ka
cho st é keng-giam--ma. Ii-ki kau-6a” ni-su, siau-sit @ thang kng, seng-li chiah bde chiah-tioh-ki®. M-
koh, o-kau Tan gau tin, gau si", boe kong-tioh oe t6 lang A-eng chhio kah kih-kiak-kio. "Che béng-béng
o-kau teh siau niau, cha-ban é khi ho hap--khi!” Jit-seng keng-kak A-eng tng téa-lang loh: "Lu tai put
tiong lia, kin choa-ban & khi ho lang liah--khi” Sia"-tioh ko-tiam--nih é tda-chhit-kut, i-lai chhim koh
thia® 1oh pak: "Seng-li-kia" to oh se”, b6 ma chhoa seng-li sin-pu......Khoa" Sin-thiam & ian-han--lah”
Sia"-sit”--leh to beh ka sak cho-tui.
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Ti hit é ni-tai, kong-tioh i6ng-14, sin-pia-a-1é, chid® ché lau-tioh san-hiong-lang-tau, kut-jiok li-san, sia
kho-tok, thun 16h ian-hoa é pi-kiok. M-koh, Jit-seng thia® A-eng n4 chhin-si®-kia®, tui in é chhin-st kan-
ta® ki-thai, ia bo ka pek. Tian-to kong in-ian thi® chu-tia®, bian-kiéong boe lai. Goa-piau khoa®--1ai, na
stii-chai in é khoan. Khoa"--1ai Jit-seng m-si hit-khoan ka-thau-nau, ki" chi® gan khui é seng-li-lang. Si
sia-hoe 0 teh kia"-tah, thong-tat chéng-li é lang. I an-ne cho, s1 ng-bang in ho-siong i-ai, chai-poe khah
chhim é kam-chéng! Mi-p6 i kap A-eng in bu--a Chhun-ki, 0 idn sék-sai, b6 hin thang kiat ang-bd é

Gi-ham--lah.
Tang-si-a A-eng si Jit-seng é ai-jin-a-kia™!

Jit-seng cho gin-a-kang é si, Chhun-ki ti ke-a-boe thiig-hang ka lang chhoa gin-a. Jit-seng sang-hoe
tui hia koe, it-téng ai khoa"-tioh Chhun-ki chiah beh chau. Na khoa® b6 lang--leh, ké-ia® tiam-khau-a
hia kho si-si-4, tan Chhun-ki oat chhut-lai ka chhio-chit-¢, i chiah goan chau. Hit-chtun chit-kang na
khoa® b6 Chhun-ki é 14", thia”® b6 Chhun-ki é sia”, i to khia boe chai, ché boe tiau, kui-kho-lang hong-
hong hid®-hia". Bo6 joa ku, Jit-seng théh chhut idng-khi chhia” i chiah peng. Chhia® hit-chtn siong-kui
siong-ho-chiah é mi-ju-ma-meh. Jit-seng té-it-pai hiah 6a-kin Chhun-ki, kdm-kak-tioh chia® se-liap-chi.
Che loh i-4, ai" é gin-a kha to tham koe i-thau-a. Chiah peng é si, Chhun-ki lau chhut fig-gim-gim é
chhui-khi, é-ham nng-khi sio-thiap khoa® hian-hian. Tai-khai chéng-jin gan lai chhut Se-si, Jit-seng
khoa™ Chhun-ki chhui-tin se-se, €-hdai chiam-chiam, bak-sin 6ah-6ah. Koéng-tioh oe pi-chhiu 6e-to, ju
kong ju sio-1oh, ju khoa" ju ké-chui.... Chhim-thau in kan-ta™ hoe ka-ti thau-ke é tai-chi, sa®-kéng nng-
kéng, "Li ai khoa® hi--b6?” B6-tiu® bo-ti Chhun-ki mfig-khi. "Ai--ng, tang-si géa chhia®--li. M-koh...”
Jit-seng sit® kong khoa® chit-chhut hi tioh nig-tidm-cheng ku, kia® b6 chai-tiau thau soan hiah ku é
si-kan. Hit-chtn é gin-a-kang bd chi® koh bd thang hioh-khun, beh khoa® chit-chhut hi si bé kho-léng
é tai-chi. "An-ne siong-hé, 4n-ne siong-h6.” Chhun-ki thia®--tioh chia® hoa®-hi: "Li é-tang iong thih-bé
chai gba khi khioh hi-boe-a!” Goan-lai Chhun-ki bé-tioh koa-a-hi. M-ka" siau-sit® khoa® kui-chhut, @
thang khoa" chit-te-te-a to teh gian loh. Chu an-ne Jit-seng phoe-hap i, tidu-chéng sang-hoe é si-kan,
16-s0a”, poah-kang chai i khi khoa™ hi-bde-a.
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Hit-khui-a si Jit-seng chit-si-lang siong-liok-thiong é si-chan, sang-hoe é khang-khoe, cho-tioh ma
ke joa thiau-iat--leh. Chit-é chiap khi, lian ko hi-khau é cha-bé gin-4 khoa™ in 1ai, chit-ku "Hiah o6a™ oh?”
To chai ai pang hi-bde-a--lah. Chhun-ki chai-i4" Jit-seng ai chiah ti", put-si thau-me o-thig ho i, Jit-seng
siong-ai na khoa" na chng, chng kah kui-chhui h-sa-sa. Chit-pai hi-chhut cho kau nit-kia® 1oh-lan,
ian-t6 pun-pho tho-chiah, boe-a soah chin-chia® kai ti tai-a-téng teh pun. Chit-si tai-a-kha khoa" hi é
gin-kak-4 si-ké tan--khi-li. "U chah chi®--b6?” Chhun-ki toe 1au bak-sai: “Kin tan chit-é ho i--lah” Jit-seng
lak-té-a té pong-chi, sit-chai to bo chi® thang tan. Sia"-sia"--leh, Chhun-ki ho i é o-thig jiok-jiok--leh
to ka tan--khi. Nah é chai khin-phang-phang, tan boe kau tai-a-téng, soa”-phong-phong eng chit-si-ke.
Jit-seng thia®-tioh lang chhoh-chhoh-kio, si kin Chhun-ki thoa--leh, 16ng chhut hi-hfig. Chit-16 khoa"
Chhun-ki-a bak-sai kam leh chhio.

Thau chai Chhun-ki khoa® hi-boe-a é tai-chi, m-si Jit-seng lau-siap, si Chhun-ki in thau-ke-nii
choan-kang chhiang--é. Chit-é hi khoa" ku, ang-e®-4 la-jio, phe é jio-chu-a au--leh bo shi 6a”, kauh kah
se” pui-a, U-si lidn sai to kauh kah ta-phi-phi. Thau-ke-nit ki-koai, ioh si ai chhit-tho, chit-é chha--leh.....
Hit-chtn Jit-seng m-na é-hiau kong hi-chhut. Pi lidan-hoe-chi, sai bak-boe, ham khi-bé, koe ho-téng,
ma 6h kau chin @ chit-é khéan. Kéng-tioh de chdan koa-a-hi-khiu®, chit-ku ‘toe goa 14i, tioh kong ‘sti
goa lai--a. ‘Chhit-thd’ ai kong ‘il-siéng’ chiah € nga. Nng-lang tng ba kah é sio-tui chhiu®, hé-kéng
put-sidong, thau-ke-nil jiok lai hi-hfig. Sit-chai to bo sia®, toa-kia® sio-koai, kio Chhun-ki in bu--a chhoa-
chhoa tng--khi. In bu--a to idu-boe lai--leh, Chhun-ki t6 chau kah bo khoa"-ki" lang--a! Keng-koe chin
ka, kui-boée Chhun-ki idu-si ho in bu--a chhoe--tioh, gdan-lai toe koa-a-hi-pan khi oh cho-hi--a. Cha
an-ne liau-au, Jit-seng t6 b6 Chhun-ki é siau-sit. Kui-é-lang gong-sin gong-sin, na bd sin-hin--leh. Beh
chai sit-16an é chiah kan-kh, i to bo-ai khi 16an--tioh! Boe chiah boe khun, siau-san loh-bah bo ta"-kin,
koh tioh ke khi ho lang me--é!

He si1 hoat-seng ti Jit-seng chap-chhit-hoe é si. Chian-cheng i-keng pok-hoat, Jit-seng sui-jian bo
tiau khi cho kun-hu, m-koh ai chau khong-sip, ke-a lang tauh-tauh-a so-khai khi chng-kha, Jit-seng ma si
thau-16 tng-khi chng-kha choh-sit, khui chit-keng-a sé-se-keng é kam-a-tiam. T1 Jit-pin tau-hang hit-ni,
chhoa-bé Siu-tin. Chian-au but-chu khiam-khoat, chit-hang beh kéan-che, hit-hang ma beh kéan-che.
Jit-seng chin chai mih-kia" na tui "G” chhia khi "b6” hia, t6 @ seng-li h6 cho, chi® thang than--a. Si-ke
tham-thia®, khoa" chhut chng-kha ke-a chiau, bi, han-chi, 6-a téng & mih-kia", na phai® khi ke-4 6a" hoe
tAg--1ai, Gn than--é. Ia-ki Tai-tiong koh khah ho-ke, cht an-ne chiap chau Tai-tiong.

Chit-choa Tai-tiong, G-tang-sibd siii tng--14i, td hoan-a-keng toa-am. Chit-jit seng-1i cho soah, seng-
khu sé ho, chiah sia" beh t6 loh-khi khun. Neh-chiang 6a--lai: "B6-ai khi ia-chhi kia"-kia"--leh?” "Ia bo
sia” thang khoa"--é-a” "Ka li hoat-16h chit-boe-a hah®-sio...?” Neh-chiang a" 1ai Jit-seng hi*-khang-kin se-
sia” chha: "Boe-bai neh, ma ke joa ho khun--leh” Ia m-chai Jit-seng ka-ti héng-héng, ah si h neh-chiang
lang--khi-lai, i & ki-tit keé-siau kong ho, seng chhng jip-khi mi-chioh-phoe-té tan-hau.

Hit-chtn é hoan-a-keng, pho tha-tha-mih, iong sioh-jih-mfig keh-khui, tai-iok-4 chit-phé® toa. Bo
i bo toh, kan-ta® nag liap chim-thau kap téng-é-phoe. Jit-seng t6 ti poe-té, bak-chiu chha-chha siong-



tui thian-pong. Go-chek teng-a-hoe chio--loh-lai, kui-chhu-keng am-sam am-sam. “Phai"-se, oa" lai”
Thia"-tioh sia®, Jit-seng oat-thau koe--lai, khoa®-tioh sioh-jih-mfg-a thoah-khui, Jit-pin-sek & kai teh
kiok-kiong, thau-1é-1¢ ho-lidh-a koai®-mng. Jit-seng khoa™ cha-b& bin a® piah, sék-chhiu thng kau chhun
lai-sa"-kho. Oat chit-lian thg, bun 1ai phoe-té, na chit-boée ho-liu, soan jip i é keh-lang-kha. Teng-hée
am-sam, Jit-seng chim-chiok khoa" keh-lang-kah é cha-b¢, €-hoai chiam-chiam, chhui-a se-se, bak-sin....?

Eh, ban-chhia® si--leh, chhio--tioh é-ham nng-khi chhui-khi koh thiap cho-hée! Chhun-ki--a? Chhun-

Bo-tiu® bo-ti khi tu-tioh i-ai é lang-4, na goeh-nih é siong-ngo, jit-jit khang-su bang-siong é lang!
Eng-koe-4 na khap-tioh i é chhiti, sim-thau phok-phok chhai kui-kang. Sia® boe kau! Siti® boe kau, chit-
ma lai thg--tioh! Kiu-piat tiong-hong, Chhun-ki oe kong boe liau: "Na mai hd géan bu--a kiong chhoa
tng--khi,” moéa-pak é ai-oan, khith-khiuh chun chhut sia”--lai: "Goéa iau € toa hi-pan, goa cho si6-toa”,
chin giu chhiu® khau-tiau-a neh.” Jit-seng thia” kau bde--a, soah na teh thia" khau-tiau. "A-bu kia" gba
toe lang chau, pheéng-kim siu-siu--leh, kin ke-ké tiau. Bo6 joa ka tiau Lam-id"...” Khoa"-tioh Chhun-ki
kui-bin bak-sai, ho Jit-seng sim-chhui. "Pat-lang é ang-sai thg-kha tag-chhid idu @ tng--lai, géan ang
chit-khi t6 b6 hoe-thau. Chian-si Lam-it", si-kut tha-hiong.... Si-ki hiah bai, kio goéa chit-é cha-b6-lang-
a..., beh an-choéa®--leh?” Ti chian-au hit-téa™ ut-chut é bd-seng soe-goat, khoa"-tioh sim-ai é liau loh
ian-hoa, Jit-seng khui-lat ia iu-han. “Aih! Tai-tiong jit-thdu nai (nah &) phak--tioh hiah chhiah-iah? Lia-

hoa"-hi iah si siong-pi? B0, sim-koa"-thau nah hiah kan-khé--leh!”

B6 joa ku, Chhun-ki tioh ma-la-li-ah koe-sin--khi, Jit-seng ko A-eng tng-lai chng-kha toa.






Te 3 chiu»

”Li b6-i4" ai a-pa, li léng phian--é!” A-eng éng-6an & ki--tit, in Eng-sidng sé-han-si ka toa-sia® jidng:
”Choan hau-sidu--lah!” Hit-chtin Eng-siéong thak kok-tiong, chap-goa-hoe gin-4, bat chit-é sia®? Ai @
hoeh @ bah, oah-phut-phut é lang, kap ai khek-kut béng-sim, si--khi é léng-htin, chha-piat ti toh i kam
chai? M-koh, oan-na in Eng—siéng tiAm-chhi®, hoikoh-chai chhiat-chhiat sit-sit bin-tui in Sin-thiam. Keh
im-iong, se"-li si-piat cho chit-pai tui-oe. Na mai hit-chan chhia-ho, ngé ka in thiah--khui.... Kin-a-jit ma
bo hiah-é tai-chi.

Koéng--khi-lai 16ng si mia--lah. A-eng sit-chai tin-sioh kap in Sin-thiam é jit-chi, b6-nai ho-kéng
put-siong. Ji-chap goa ni chéng, Sin-thiam ngé6-choan pit-giap, Jit-seng ka i oh cho seng-li, choan chau
goa-khau. M-si tiam-4-thau pang hoe, t6-si pan-toh chhoan hoe, sang hoe. Nig-lang cha-am cho-hoe,
Sin-thiam kan-na é-hiau tiau-tit-a kong: "A-eng, in kong lan khan-chhiu, goéa to ai ché kim-kau-i neh”
Goan-lai nng-lang pé®-ché-hoe, chit-é ni-thau, chit-é ni-boe se™. A-eng chiok-chiok cha chap-ko-goeh,
pun--lai é si niig-lang ho-siong kio mia kio koan-si, ti-lidu chhu-pi® keh-piah kap chhin-téng-4, ia bo
lang chai. M-chai si Sin-thiam khah ban chhut-si, A-eng hidm i gin-a-séng, bo-tek bo-tia®, cho seng-li
ma khah chi®--tam-poh-4. “Ai thoa--a;” Jit-seng kid A-eng tioh ka ka: "B6 bda boe gidm-nge--lah” Sti
nng-lang kam-chéng chin-tian, Jit-seng lai-lai goa-goa é seng-li tauh-tauh-4 pang ho in. ”"Chit-é chha-
thau-ang-a,” sui-jidn A-eng chin chai Jit-seng beh ka siu cho sin-pt, m-koh, A-thiam gong-gong boe-hiau
piau-tat ai-i. B6 chhui b6 sui, ho A-eng to € khi, ka" 0-14" ka-ti bo tit-lang-ian? Boe tit-lang-ai?

A-eng si koe-lu--lidu, jit-jit cho-hoe, A-thiam cho-tioh khang-khoe koh tioh put-si ho A-eng hoah
tang hoah sai, kan-na khoa" A-eng hiah mé-chhé”, A-thiam keng t6 khah ché koe ai--loh. Koh ti lak-chap
ni-tai, chng-kha gin-a p6-sid, khah ham-ban piau-tat kam-chéng. Na mai o-kau Tan put-si teh o-16, A-
eng m-chai ka-ti joa tit-lang-idn. Na mai o-kau Tén ti"-chéng toe-au, A-thiam boe chhia-t6 chho-thang
siap chin-chéng! "Chit-khoan é ki-kut, cho md-Ié-luh siong-ho6.” O-kau Tan siong-gau kong ho-thia™-oe.
U-ia™ A-eng san-thiu, phéng in bi--a ke chiok kdan-tda, sui-jidn &-hdai chiam-chiam, chhui-phde pi in
bu--a idu khah phong-phde--leh. Kang-khéan chhui-a se-se, m-koh bo téng-thah-khi. Siong-séng idu-si
bak-sin 0ah. "Bak-bde & kong-6e--6!” Lian Jit-seng to 0-16 0-kau Tan chit-é-chhiu t6 liah chhut A-eng
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siong-bé-lang é sé-chai. Chha t6 chha Sin-thiam na é-kau, ia boe-hiau oh. Chhia" A-eng cho thau-
mig, “kin-a-jit hoe na teh tho-sin-1ui--6,” o-kau € nai nig-ku: “Ke joa kiau joa sti--leh!” Ah na phi®-tioh
hoe-htn-bi, Oa! Phang-kong-kong,” hoah kah toa-sé-sia™ “Kin-a-jit pa koh chui--a, bian chiah--loh.”
Sin-thiam chhai ti pi®--a, chho-thang tit-tit-gia, khi koh bo-te thau, kian-kian-a pi* bo-lian.

A-eng ji-chap-ji-hoe hit-ni tang-bde, o-kau Téan in ché-hu li-iong cho-ni-boe-hi chhia® kheh-ho.
Sin-thiam kong bo-ai khi, "Li m-khi tong-giap & an-choéa™ kong? B6 kap lang kau-poe beh nah cho @
seng-li?” Jit-seng kong-tioh Sin-thiam é sim-koa"-khut-4: "Toa-han tioh chhoa--a, 1an chit-pan--é, kap
lang pi-phéng ka" € su--lang!” Ki-sit Sin-thiam kok-hong-bin 16ng boe su--lang, cheng-chha bo o-kau
hit-ki-chhui nia. I chin chai in lau-pé teh ka cha"-khui, m-koh, to6-si b6 hoat-t6 chhia" o-kau Téan an-
ne sia"-mih o6e to thih, koh kong kah ho A-eng €& chhui-chhio bak-chhio. Kap A-eng na chah chit-téng
moh-4, ho Sin-thiam chia® khé-nau. M-chai ai 4n-choéa® tut-phoa, 1ai khap-tioh A-eng é sim, tit tioh i &
i-ai.

Kui-bde, Sin-thiam sai suh-pah-luh, chai Jit-seng kap A-eng khi ho o-kau Tan in ché-hu chhia®.
Toh khui chap goa te. Jit-seng sti ho lang chhia®-jip toa-thia®, A-eng ma ho A-mi khid-khi cha-bé-toh.
“Tang-si beh kiat-hun?” A-eng chhio--leh chhio--leh b6 in--i. A-eng, goa thai thia"-kong li bo-ai ke--i-
leh,” A-mi oat-thau khoa™ Sin-thiam: "Bai-bai-a-bé ma @ chit-pd-chhu, ké-1 td ho--lah” A-eng khin-sia®
koéng: “Kan-na chit-ki-chhui kam chit-é chih, long b6 goa-ian, cho m-chia® seng-li ne” "K4" si beh tai-li
Ui-tha-15 é keng-siau-kdan--a?” A-mii chin him-sian: "Kheh-h& phah-phah--leh, pang hé lin A-thiam i
to cho boe li--loh.” "Iau teh kau-siap--leh, m-chai théh é tioh--b6?” Teh kong é si, A-eng khoa® o-kau Tan
6a khi Sin-thiam hit-té toh kéng-chia. Kui-toh lim-tang lim-sai, thia” boe chheng-chhé. Ti chit-khoéan é
tid"-bin i G khah tan-sim Sin-thiam, chai-ia" chhui tang boe ia"--lang, & ho lang koan-chia. O-kau Téan
chang-tioh ki-hoe it-téng é ka sah-sé, siu-li--chit-é. Bak-chiu thau-lioh--leh, @-ia" chai kui-16 poe. I koh
boe lim, pau chham--é. B6 joa ku, o-kau Tan chit-chhia chit-kan, chit-chhit ni poe-a kia® 6a--lai. "Goa
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kéng tak-é..” "Boe-sai--tit, A-mii st na-chah: "Tioh s@i-é-4 14i” "An-ne goa kéng A-eng,” o-kau Tan
chit-é chhiu kui-poe bih-luh to loh du: "A-eng li stii-1 t6 h6” Goa--leh?” A-mii chit-poe phang--leh: "Li
kan goa stii-i--lah” ’Khoa"-khoa"-a si, A-mii-a.” O-kau Tan chhoe phang seh loh-1ai ché: "Tu-chiah ti hia
kap in pia® kui-16 poe, ma tioh ho gba chiah chhai--leh.” O-kau Tan chhai n4 ngeh, chhuii na de: "M-si teh
pin-ke-kui, A-thiam bian sa”-poe t6 ka khoan--khi-lai-a” Kong-tioh chia® chhau-iang: "A-thiam beh kap
goba pia"--oh? Cha--leh! Tan koe-ni-a koe..” O-kau Tan siong tui A-eng, oe tiong G de: "Goda bo beh nia-
chhiu--loh, phéng chhiia-6an cho seng-li, phéng pun-téng chhoa ke-au, hit-chtn lin ai kio goéa hiu®-ko
Tan, tan géa chhoa-bé lidu...” "Li m-thang siau-sia” lang A-eng, lang in...” "In an-ch6a™?” Boe kong soah
to ho o-kau Tan cha®-tiau: “Lang A-eng idu-boe ho lang ho--khi-leh, tioh--b6? Goéa pun-chi® chhéan
ho, Po-1i hoe-goan, é-chhit kheh-miig ma kat ho-se, kan-ta® chha hoa"-siau nid. A-eng--a, li tioh ho goa
ki-hoe, lan tang-ché lai phah-pia®--lah-hoh®” "Kéng chid-de--a” Tng chiah ché lang bin-thau-chéng, bo
gil-go o-kau Tan kong-oe hiah péh, péng-si iau sng khai-long é A-eng, bin soah ang--khi-1ai. Siong-khi

si m-chai ai An-chda® in chiah ho, kui-khi séa li chiah-toh.
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Sio-khoa thau chit-é khui, jim boe tidu A-eng koh khi in hit-é chha-thau-ang-4, Sin-thiam thai boe-
hiau tng lang bin-chéng kong chit-khoan de--leh? Ah bo, niig-lang cho-hoe kong se-sia”-0e ma ho. Khoa®
tui Sin-thiam hit-te toh, b6 khoa®-ki" i t1 hia. Miig--lang, "khi liah-tho-a--lah!” Chit-si-ke chhoe-chhoe--
leh, 16ng bo khoa®-ki" i4®. Tang-si-a cha kiu ti suh-pah-luh hoe-tai lai teh khun. Sui-jian hoah-ktin hoah
lim chia” lau-jiat, ke-a-bin teng-hée ma kng-ia"-ia”, A-eng soah G bd-khim bo-khip é khang-hi-kam.

Bak-chiu chéng é Sin-thiam, tidu-tit koh ké-i, boe 6e-soa” de-chui. Aih, t6-si boe-hiau khui-chhui--lah.

’A-thiam--a, A-eng--a” Hiéng-hiong thia®-tioh lang teh kio, A-eng si kin chau 6a. "A-thiam--leh?
Lin a-pa na-chhit®” phoa-pé” & khoan--6...” Thia®-tioh an-ne, A-eng chong jip toa-thia®. Khoa" Jit-seng
toa-liap-koa" se-liap-koa®, bin-sek lidm-mi chhe®, liam-mi péh, chiok kan-khé é khéan. "Kin chai 1ai
khoa" i-seng!” Sui 0 cha-po-lang tau moh chia” chhia-téng. A-eng bo khoa kio A-thiam, chhia sai--leh,
to 1ong kau pé®-i® koa kip-chin. A-thiam chhé® si chhé"--lai, iau-si A-eng khah giam-ngé. Chong-chéng
chong-au, kip-chin-sek i-seng chéng-thau khoa" ché--a: "Ka-chai ché sang--lai, sim-chong hoeh-ifi that
tidu--leh, tioh kin phah thong...” Chit-& thia® boe thoat ghi-hiam, tioh toa ka-ho-pé"-pang koan-chhat.
A-eng m-ka" li-khui, kio Sin-thiam tng-khi kong hé a-i chai, i beh tiam pé”-i*. "Ma ho,” A-thiam goa-sa®
thng ho A-eng thah: *Goéa tig--khi sti 14i”

Ka-ho-pé”-pang jit-kong-teng chio kah na jit-si-thau--leh, chhiig-thau tau ke-si, chhiig-téng tih toa-
tang. A-eng tui khau--a tham kui-16 pian. Kau é-poa”-mé, sit-chai thai thidm--leh, ché--leh soah khun--
khi. Han-bin-si-a4 han-bin-si, tut-jian-kan chhé”--lai. A-pa--lah?” "Khun kah chin loh-bin, gbéa chhoa li
1ai chhia-té khun.” ”Ah @ iau-kin--bd?” ”U in teh ko, b6 iau-kin--lah” A-eng boe ki-tit an-choéa® khi chhia-
té khun--é. Kui-mé chhia lai chhia khi, khoa®-tioh Jit-seng it-tit lau-chhin-koa", bin-sek chhe”-sin-sun,
hoah heng-kham-a thia®... Chhiak chit-é chhé®--khi-14i, jit-thau i-keng chhut--lai-a: Goa thai thia™ a-pa
kui-mé hai"-hai"-kio....” Peh khi-kha thoa A-thiam t6 beh long khi pé”-pang, chiah hoat-kak b6 chhéng

goa-sa”....

Siu-tin i-keng iang Jit-seng é 6a”-thiap-t6a Tan Eng-chin chai lai ti pe®-i®. Jit-seng na-chhia® chin hi
é khoan, lian beh péng-sin to bo khui-lat, kong-tioh 6e pha®-sia® pha"-sia™. Siu-tin kam-sim A-eng: "Ka-
chai kin chhia--1ai, hu kiu--tioh, b6 to gai-hidm--loh.” "Hit-chtn a-pa bin-sek chhe"-sun-sun, kan-khé
kah hai®-hai"-kio, koa® it-tit pia®, oah beh kia®--lang..” A-eng ka Siu-tin lam--leh, chin-chéng lau-16: "A-
pa na khi..., ah, a-i--a, gban kam-goan chiat-hoe-sit hd a-pa sio-thi*--lah!” A-mih-t6-hut, li & hau-sim, i
0 hok-khi chiah pah-hoe--a-lah” Khia ti pi®--a é Sin-thiam tiam-chut-chut, chin kam-tong é khoan.

Chhut-1" hit-kang, Sin-thiam chai A-eng hoa®-hoa" hi-hi khi pan chhiu-siok. Chhia sai chhut toa-
16, niig-péng chhan-hig m-si chéng chhai to-s1 ia chhai-chi. Ii-chhai-hoe khui kah fig-gim-gim koh
chiok toa-phian, ki-chai tang-hong teh sian. A-eng m-sin, “an-cho6a® kong cha-bé gin-a chhai-chi-mia?
M-si kheh-ifl t5-si au-thd cho pun, 16ng cho in kai cho--é-a” Tng teh him-siéng iti-chhai-hoe-phé®. ”

a...A-eng--a..” "Sia"--lah, ... kan-na a kui-po ia m kong--loh-khi” A-eng chiah teh ki-koai, oat-thau khoa"
Sin-thiam kui-bin ang-ki-ki, chhia théng ti khe-kau pian-thau pi®, chhun chhia ka khia--leh, "A...A-
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kiG-hun, “chia"-kang si chha-thau-ang-4, chit-sut-sut-a khi-hun to b6!” A-eng kui-seng-khu sio-thng-
thng, hi"-khang-kin thia" chhia-sia” hu-u chit-€ hu-u chit-é koe--khi, chhia-lai th6-soa-hun-a phong-
phong eng--jip-lai. I kui-é-lang phak tiam Sin-thiam seng-khu-sin, beh chit-si-lang kiat cho-hée--lah.



Te 4 chiu»

U lang kéng kiat-hun si ai-chéng é khai-si, tui in niig-lang 1ai kong chia™ hah. Sui-jian chi chap-hoe
cho-hoée, m-koh, @ chia-té-chéng, bé lam-lu-ai. Kiat-hun lidu, long bo-kang--loh. Nng-lang na liam-
thi--leh, kAm-chéng hé kah boe kong--lih. Hoan-trng-ni se® Eng-sidng, sdoa--loh Chhiu-koan. Jit-seng
ang-a-bo ti-liau sin-thau khoa®-bode, seng-li long pang hd in.

A-eng tin-tian hoa"-poa”, Sin-thiam pia® goa-khau. Tah-jip chhit-chap ni-tai é Tai-6an, sa-tai tian-
si-tai i-keng siau-mo khi cheng-lang é hiu-éng seng-oah. Ka-kang-giap khip-khi chin ché 16ng-chhoan
é 16-1ek, beh cho bian kia™ b6 thang chiah, Tai-6an-lang koh hiah pia®-si, bo-héng-tiong ke-ke ho-ho
chai-hu it-tit liap-chek--khi-lai. Tui phai®-than-chiah pia® kau é-tit-koe, koh pia" kau chhun--tam-poh,
seng-0ah hong-sek toe kai-pian--loh. Chhia” khoa" tian-si, chit-ki chhtii ma tioh tam-sam--a. Chhut-mia
€ “chiah boe sian” eng lan lang é chhui koai chia"-chhi--loh. Kok-chiéng tda-seé-pai é chhui-chiah-mih-a
ma tit-tit bun--chhut-1ai. Khi-chui, kho-1ok, kap chia® ché chhiu®-pai é ko-chiap 16ng chin chhiu®-chhi.
Siau-16 ho, ta-lidu Gi-tha-16, Sin-thiam in ke cho chiok ché téng-tiong-pda”. Bo-éng si bo-éng, than-chi®
to m-bat thia® hat thiam--e-koh.

Chit-kang, Jit-seng hoa"-thau hi-bin tng--1ai, Sin-thiam oan-na beh koai"-mfg--a. ’Khui niig-koan
béh-a, éng-am beh khin-sang--chit-€” A-eng khoa" in ta-koa™ bin hiah chhun-hong, khui chit-koan ang-
sio-mda, chhdan chit-phiat-4 tho-tau, koh oat jip-khi chha pag. Chian-au, tak-é han-chi-kho chiah kia®-
-a, beh toh chhoe péh-bi-png pa koh khia hiah hd-chiah--é. Sin-thiam tak-am kau-tiam-goa sang-hoe
tng--1ai, chit-tng chha-png choat-tui chau boe khi.

Lan-tit si-tda-lang koh cho-hoe 1ai. "Kio A-eng 6a--1ai..”, Jit-seng Oe boe soah, A-eng chha chit-
p6a™ chhe®-chhuii-chhui é éng-chhai chhut--1ai: "M-chai a-pa hiah hoa™-hi, peng-siu® ia bé chhdan thang
phoe-chit--&” "An-ne chin hé--a-lah” Siu-tin thau chit-pau “chiah boe sian” ché éa--li, Sin-thiam ka
thin chit-poe béh-a. "Kui-ni chéng tak-é long chai géan chhoa sin-pa,” tan A-eng ché--1oh, Jit-seng
khui-chhui: "B6 lang chai-ia" goéan ke cha-bd-kid®” "Lin a-pa kap goéa chham-siong chia® ku, tu-tioh
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chhiang-suh, kin-a-jit chiah @ thang p6 sang cha-bg-kia" ke-chng.” ”Si an-ne--lah, lin A-béng-peh kong
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A-chiong beh kap lang hap-ké khui kang-titi* chek an-chih,” Jit-seng tui lak-té-4 jim ji-chéa chhut--lai:
“Hit-té go-hun-chhit-li-goa é chhan, iang goéa ka théh--khi-lai-lah” "Ka" si kau-pi® hit-te lam-chhan?”
Sin-thiam bai-0an in a-pa siu® bong-tong: “Li chai-ia" hit-te tiong-lang pang joa ka? Li soah khi ka séng-
-1ai... Aih! Ia boe-hidu tham-thia® khoa"-mai--leh, chit-kah tong siu @ kau joa ché?” "Hioh! Goa long leh
gong leh kham--a-koh? Ta", pang-thau-a sng--lai, ji-pang A-béng-hia® in siong liong-poe, kong-chok-a
m-si poa”-sda, to-s1 chhut-goa pun-pho than-chiah, sng-sng--leh lan ia m-si cho boe kau, thai boe iong
tit ka bé--leh”

“Lin a-pa m-kam khoa" A-chiong an-ne chong chi”, siong-chhi4® idu-si beh cho seng-li, m-si khai
ia m-si poah.” Siu-tin toa-to tit-jip: *Goéa khng lin a-pa ka bé--khi-lai-é-lah.” Khoa" Sin-thiam tiam--
khi, Siu-tin tauh-tauh-a khui-phoa: "A-hoe pi goéa tai-seng ke--1ai, in A-béng kau-pé" kau-soa-sap, sa"-é
cha-bo-kia" iong chi” chit-é siong koe chit-é. Khai-chi® na teh lau-chui--leh, chhun ng A-chiong chit-ki
chhiu-kut teh than. Ho phi®--tam-poh-a ma b6 kau toh!” A-thiam boe-hiau sia”,” A-eng bin-chéng poe
ka in thin chhit, peh-hun ti": "Kin na iong, bd, chhai é léng--khi” ”S1 kong a-pa, lan k& cho € khi?” A-
thiam iau-boe hong-sim: "Ham sam-chhit-ng¢ hia, G chia®-kah-té--a neh” "Chit kui-ni 1ai, ta-liau sang
tidm-sim, tang-si bat ho lin l1oh-chhan? Poh tit-a @ poh-tia-a-ki, so-chhau @ ti-chhau-che, koah tia-a o
koah-tia-a-pan, hang-hang choan-giap-hoa” Jit-seng ju kong ju G cheng-sin: "Lian chhek-a-pau to ka li

chhia kau-ti oh” "I-seng kong lin a-pa tioh ke-kidm tin-tang, ho lau koa-sip-a siong-ho.”

Siu-tin ke chan chit-ku: “Ke stn chit-te-a chhan-chui, ke lau chit-é koa", ma ke thg-hoe-sit.” "Thau-
ta-chiah goa kong boe soah, chit-te chhan bé ho A-eng,” Jit-seng ka-tiong gi-khi: “Sng pé-sang ho cha-
bo-kia™ keé-chng” "M-si kang-khoan ho goan.” Sin-thiam chhid-chhio-4 in. "Bé chin kang oh, koe ho
A-eng é mi4, i-au lin beh an-cho6a™ hoat-10h, tioh-ai A-eng tam-thau oh” Jit-seng chiong ji-chéa kap in-4,
pho-a kau ho A-eng: "Chit-ni-tang bi-bu é jip 1i é pho-a-té.” A-pa bian an-ne--lah,” A-eng na-au-kong
kiong beh ti"--khi-lai. Siu-tin chhit ka khan 6a--14i ni ji-choéa: "Li kai tit--&, 16ng si chit kdi-ni lin ang-
a-bo pia”-si than--é” "A-pa, ah goéa--leh?” "Chiah teh tan li chit-ku oe nid” Jit-seng lidu-lidu-a mng: "Li
ai tih sia"?” Sin-thiam sia"” kui-po, soah sia” boe chhut ai sia”. Goéa chhia® li chit-é ni-hoe, na chit-chiah
chhiah-g{i-4--leh, hoe ta"--leh Chiang-hoa, Tai-tiong si-ke khi bé-bé, long m-chai thidam. Chit-ma khoa®
A-eng hiah chhau-16, chiah chai-i4" lin a-bi ma an-ne chhau--koe-lai”

Jit-seng khui-16 ho Sin-thiam: "Lin A-khiam-chek in Hok--a tng phu-leh-suh, tng-tiau nag-chai®
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chéng-thau-4, sia” beh lai thoa sai-a-kang, li khoa™ an-chéa™?” "Ka"...ka"...ma ho” "Lang chai chiah chai
cho,” Siu-tin thia"-kia" jip-sim: "Than-chi® é ke-si boe chhin-chhai--li. Lan chit-tai suh-pah-luh & ko-16--
a, 1ai 6a" sin, lin ma cho khah @ khang-khoe, ho--m?” Sin-thiam thia" beh 6a" sin-chhia, tong-jian hoa"-hi
kah. ”Che si kut-lat, pia®-si tit--lai-é,” hit-am A-eng t1 Sin-thiam hi*-khang-kin liam kui-16 pian: "Lan teh
cho, a-pa, a-i in 16ng khoa"-hian-hian--lah.”

Thi" @ put-chhek hong-htin, lang @ tan-sék ho-hok! Se-t6 bli-siong, chu-si--é, aih! Beh siam ma siam
boe koe. A-eng ji-kau-hoe, ia-si Eng-siong kok-hau jip-hak hit-ni. Khoai-1ok an-ek, péng-chéng bii-pho &
seng-oah tut-jian ho lang phah-phoa! Chit-tai ho-si m-si é hoe-but-4, sai siu® hiong, tng-khah-buh si thg
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boe koe. Soah chhiong koe tiong-iong hun-keh-t6, bin-tui-bin kiat tui Sin-thiam sai--1ai é siu®-a-chhia,
pong...chit-é! Thoh-lak-khuh un-chiang kap A-hok pong si chai-titi". Sin-thiam kip-sang pé”-1*, sui-jian
tiong-kan @ hoe-hiin koe--1ai, "lak-chap kong-li kiat lak-chap kong-li & sok-t5, ngé-chong liok-hu hmh

kah s0a”-mé-mé, thai kham-é-tiau?” Thoa b6 sa"-kang, Sin-thiam ban-hang pang--leh, cho i khi--lah.






Te 5 chiu»

Siu-tin iau koh teh khun. Chua poah-t6 lidu-au, in-ai tioh put-si t6 & koan-hé, iong-séng khun-tau é
sip-koan. A-eng m-bat khun koan-si, na bin--chit-tak-ku-a, cheng-sin t6 ho--lai-a. Chit é koan-si kap
ko kam-a-tiam 0 koan-hé. Chhit-chap ni-tai i-chéng é chng-kha-tiam-a. Lang-kheh jip-1ai kong ai tau-
i, li koa® tau-id; bé idong-lok-to, 1i ni idng-lok-to. Put-sam-si tioh kap lang-kheh chih-chiap, bo-éng si
bo-éng, giu-kin lang kap lang é kam-chéng. Sin-thiam pong si lidu-au, A-eng m-chai an-choéa® to-jit--
€. Chit-chian sia"--khi-lai, ka-chai ng chit-keng tiam teh b6-éng, ho i é sim bian hong-hia®, tau au koe

it-seng-tiong thi-sim-koa®, siong ut-bun & jit-chi.

Chhim chhia khi pé”-i" si, kan-ta” khoa" in Sin-thiam thau-khak kap chhiu lau-hoeh, tdoa-sim-khui
chhoéan boe li. A-eng chit-p6 to m-ka® li-khui, tiong-kan hoe-hiin--koe-lai, chhin-chia" péng-ia thau-
thau-a kéong an-ne u bang--a. A-eng sim-thau tam-tam, thia"-tioh kong "a khah hé--a” Sim-lai it-tit
am-am-4 hoa™hi--khi-1ai. M-koh chiah ché: "E ho--lah” "Tauh-tauh ho--khi-lai-a-lah” Long si an-ui &
ho-thia™-0e. Kau chit-kang Siu-tin 6a--lai lam teh khau, A-eng han-bin-si na thia” ta-koa™ ngauh-ngauh-
liam: "Ho6-se--a-lah,” stii bak-sai toe leh chhop-chhop-tih: "Khoa™ leh sit-khd, tng-khi tau-thai khah tioh.”
A-eng bo-tiu” bo-ti ho in ta-ke lam leh khau, koh thia"-tioh "hé-se--a-lah!” Na ngd-lai kek-téng, i-a to

ché boe tiau, kui-é-lang un-t6 tho-kha.

Hit-toa" si-kan, A-eng m-chai an-choéa® koe--é. Na bo sin-hiin--leh, chiah m-chiad® chiah, khun m-
chia® khun. It-chheé song-chong long in ta-koa" tha®--khi-lai. Jit-seng chiong tiong-pda® seng-li thng--
lang, “chhia sai leh si-ke chau, ang-sa® cha chhéng chit-poa”” Sa"-kong nig-kong , to bak-sai lau bak-sai
tih: "Beh chai ma bo-ai ho si-ke chau-chong. Aih! Chai-kiap lan-t6--a.” Khoa" A-eng, kui-é-lang bo-
séng lang, san kah chhun chit-téng phoe-pau-kut, sim-thia" koh m-chai tioh an-chéa™ an-ui. Chi-ho6 kio
Siu-tin ka-ti bak-sai seng lun--leh, ai h6-ho ka khai-t6, na b6 A-eng é khi pang--khi!

Kui-16 pai Siu-tin ti pang-keng goa, thia® A-eng hm-hm teh hau. Na mi-phoe hip tidu--leh, hm-
sia® m h& siap--chhut-khi. Oat ji 4n-ne, Siti-tin 6at ju kan-khé. Sia™ beh jip-khi khng-kai, mag koh
chhoa®--leh... M-koh bian joa ku, A-eng chhéng-chhah chéng-ché, na si&” tai-chi long b6 hoat-seng--leh,
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to chhut-1ai tiam-khau hoe-tang hoe-sai. Chi se-han oh ko-tiam, Jit-seng ka kong ai iong lan lang siong
ho-khoa" é chit-bin kap ko-kheh chih-chiap. Chit-khoéan tian-hian chhut é m-na si goa-piau é chhéng-
chhah, siong iau-kin si hoat chi 16e-sim é kéng-giap cheng-sin, chhin-chhiat, khin-khoai, chhio-sin,
boéan-i é hok-bu.... Siu-tin khoa® A-eng bak-kho ham-ham, iau-si kiong-lan pi-thong, kap lang-kheh @

kong @ in. HG Siu-tin sim-koa™ na teh koah-bah.

U chit-péi chiah si sim-sng. Gin-4 khiin--khi-a, A-eng iau ti tiam-khau teh bé-éng. Ki-sit Siu-tin
chai-ia" tioh koai"-mng hioh-khun--a. A-eng bo-éng kin-pun si b6 tai-chi chhoe khang-khoe cho, tiau-ti
kang ka ka-ti 1ék ho thiam, tan t6 loh bin-chhiig boe khi hoan-chhia, khoa® € chit-chhé" kau thi*-kng--
bo..... Tan kui-po thia"-tioh thoah-mfig-sia®, ioh si beh jip-lai khun--leh. Thia™ hoe jip-khi chau-kha teh
chu-chiah, “sia-thi® sia-te, ka-chai € chai iau, An-ne bian chhau-hdan--a-lah” Siu-tin chiah teh hoa®-hi,
m-koh, soah it-koh bo-sia® bé-soeh--a. Lan--a IUn, sit-chai Iin boe tidu: “Lau--é, lan khi-lai ka khoa”-
mai--leh-lah,” Siu-tin ngé ka Jit-seng 16--khi-lai: A-eng ka" & khun tiam chau-kha?” Jit-Seng thia™ an-ne
kong, s1 kin chhia--khi-l1ai. Nig-lau kia® kau chau-kha, khoa™ A-eng bak-chiu chha-chha, siong tui toh-
téng chit-poa” chha-png. Siu-tin tut-jidn-kan bak-kho ang--khi-lai, phi®-thau héan-sng: "Ah, A-eng--ah,
ta”, lang.lang..tng to tng--khi-a, m-thang thoa-bda ka-ti--a-lah” Goéa choan-kang ke khian kui-16 ki
chhang-4, chha ning-png hé i chiah, ah i--ah, lan tan--chit-é-lah-hoh®?” A-eng an-ne kong, Jit-seng kia"
Siu-tin boe khui-chhui seng ho™ chhut sia® kin chah 6a--lai: "Cho-hée tan ho--lah”

Siu-tin sim-lai hidu-gi, “Ia b6 phang khi sin-chu-toh pai-pig, si beh an-choéa® kio 1ai chiah?” Sia” khi
Sin-thiam se-han é si, sa"-tng han-chi-kho, han-chi-chhiam chiah kau kia®. Pak-té phong-hong, chhau-
phui khok-khok-t6a®. Toa-han--1ai, khoa®-tioh han-chi to ia-sian. Chit-si sim-sng: "Pig chha kau khia-
khia-khita koh phang-kong-kong neh” ” Siu-tin kong boe soah, A-eng chhui ngauh-ngauh-liam: "Goa
put-chun li li-khui, 1i ai ka goéa tng--lai-lah,” Koh na-chhia® bin-tui Sin-thiam leh: "B6 ma tioh sio-chio
tang-ché lai-khi, 1i...1i hoah chau t6 chau, li...li hoah kia" to kia", tan goan ko-toa™...., li bde-sai chau, li...li
boe-sai khi--lah, li ka goa tng--lai, tng--lai-lah!” Kéng kau bée--a, bin am--leh khau chhut sia”--1ai, siong-
chhia® chheh-khui chhék boe 1i. Siu-tin beh 6a khi khng-kai, Jit-seng i6-thau ka tong--leh. Ki-chai--i:
’Li ka goa pang--leh, kio goa...kio géa beh an-choa®, ...beh an-chdéa"--lah?” Godan-lai Jit-seng beh ho i
thau-khui, ka sim-thau é ut-chut pia®-pia®--chhut-lai. B6 joa ku, "Ma-ma, mai khau--a-lah,” Tang-si-a
Eng-siong chhé"--1ai, tli A-eng kho-kiin khiti--leh: "Ma, goa beh lim khi-chui” A-eng si kin bak-sai hoe
tiau thin khi-chui. Siu-tin sim-koa" ngiauh--chit-é, sia" khi cha-am, A-eng put-si lam nng-é gin-a am ti
phoe-té teh chhiu™-koa. "Tioh--lah, Eng—si()ng, A-koan, to-si i jit-au é 6a-kho--lah”

U lang kong si-kan é ti-lidu chhong-siong, tiii A-eng song-hu chi-thong, bé chdan tioh, ma @ kui-
hun-a hah. Ti hit-t6a® ki-kan, Jit-seng pang-thau lai chhin-tong, chhu-pi® keh-piah péng-iu long lai
tau-sa”-kang. Chng-kha to-si chit-tiim ho, @ tai-chi, tak-é kéng-6a--1ai. Chhit® 16ng-hoe Tén li-si Eng-
chin ang-bg, chit-é tau hoat-l1oh goa, chit-é tau hoat-loh lai, bo-éng kah lian in chit-chap goa hoe é
lau-bu A-sek-chim-po, to 6a--1ai sa”-kang. Gioko8-bi ang-a-bd kong-sé chiah thau-16, ma lang-phang

lai tau-kha-chhiu. Ia-ki Giok-bi, A-mii kap A-eng na chi-moai-a--leh, A-eng koh b6 goa-ke chhin-chia®
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cho-phoa® an-ui, am-si @ in cho-poe, Siu-tin ke chiok hong-sim--é.

Ki-sit tau-kha-chhit siong-ché iau-si A-hoe. A-hoe pi Siu-tin ke niig-hoe, m-koh khoa®-tioh na ke
chap-ji-hoe--leh. Gdan-pin hoé-giah-lang cha-bg-kia", ke ho A-béng sng chin phai®-mia. A-béng kau-
pé". Toa-kia" A-chhi, ji-kid" A-phéng kang-khoan kau-soa-sap, A-chhi chu sé-han lau-sai lau boe ho,
chi® khai-khai, i-i--leh phai®--khi. A-phéng tai-seng cho tiam-6an, khoa"-tioh khui hok-sek-tiam ho
than, kai-é kiat-pai chi-moai chio-chio--leh, tiam-bin sti-sui to ka khui--loh. Chhu--nih @ chi® ni kau
bd chi®, G tiam soah khui kau b6 tiam, cha an-ne bo to tng--1ai. Ban-cha-bg-kia" A-siam khah khiang,
toa séng-i-chhiu® kap lai-bin sai-ha 16an-ai, ang-bé thiau chhut-lai khui goa-siau séng-i tai-kang, kui-16
ni pia®--loh-1ai, kang-lang oan-na chhia® pah goa é, goa-siau seng-li chit-é ho, put-si koa® thong-siau.
Siok-gi kong "t cha-bo-kia®-chhat, bé goa-ke-h6”. A-hoe chit-é chiap khi A-siam tau, m-si ni t6-s1 sa,

mai kéng A-siam in ang, lidan A-siam bin-chhiu® to chin phai"-khoa".

L&-bde chit kui ni to bd koh khi. A-chiong tau-chu chek an-chih, poa®-séa Chiang-hoa chiah chit-
hiin sin-sui. Lau nig-lau tiam chng-kha, sia"-sia"--leh ai cho chit-é si6-seng-li, khah ho koe-jit. Nng-ang-
bé to t1 kam-a-tiam-khau-a pai ta”. Chit kui chap-ni 1ai, Jit-seng chhu-té i-keng khok-toa kau sa”-kham
tiam-bin. Sin-thiam koe-sin, Jit-seng chiong tiong-pda” thng--lang lidu-au, chit-é bd tin-hoe, chit-khun-
a lang nng-keng tiam chhut--1ai. Song-st pan soah, Siu-tin kap Jit-seng chham-siong. It--lai A-béng
A-hoe ang-b6 cho khah boe kau; ji--1ai hit-toa™ ki-kan ho in tau-kha-chhiu chia® ché; sa®--1ai in toa hit-te
ho-1éng-4 chd-chhu, hia cho hia, piah cho piah, bé hoan-hoan--leh, sit-chai boe toa--leh. Si--lai ta"-thau-
a thau-hong 10h-hg, seng-li t6 bian cho. Go6--lai..., héan-cheng Siu-tin kap A-hoe kong G oe, tak-é ma
khah @ phoa®. T6 poah chit-keng hé in toa bo chi®. Sia® boe kau toa sio-keh-piah, A-hoe koh kau-oe,
soah se" chhut chin ché hong-pho, hd A-eng chia” phai®-koe.

To chiah ché ni--a, A-eng chit-tidm-a to b6 khioh ti sim-lai. Sia”-sit”--leh, na mai A-hoe in chit-
keng mi-tiam, i boe pai chhai-ke-a. To boe khoa®-tioh Chhai-giok chi-moai teh khioh chhai-hah-4, ma
boe khi kéng-thé Kheng-tong--a....Mi-mi chi-tiong, na-chhia" tak-hang long chu ho-ho--leh. Siok-gi
kong ”soe-goat chhui lang lau”, tui hit-chin é A-eng lai kong, si jit-chi tit-tit teh pian. Chhia® i se-han
ho Jit-seng siu-idng, ke ho Sin-thaim, koh sit-khi Sin-thiam, oat--leh to sa®-chap--a, ho A-eng é sim-kéng
khi-16h chin toa. Chit-chidong pian-hoa kap jit-chi tit-tit teh koe bli-koan, kan-tan kong si tui ka-ti sit-khi
sin-sim. I chin kia® khi khap-tioh "gbéa A-eng tioh-ai an-cho6a® koe-jit--leh.....?” chiah-é bun-té. Sui-jian
ta-ke-koa™ chin thia"-sioh, Eng-siéng, Chhiu-koan ma chin koai, seng-oah chit-tidm-4 to bo biin-té, chi®
ma G chhun--chit-te-a, chong--si sim-thau héng-héng i6-i6, na khiam sia"-mih...... Kau @ chit-kang,
khoa"-tioh A-hoe seng-1i ho teh bo-éng. I tut-jidn keng-kak, kui-ni lai sim-chéng é ké-1oh, tui goa-bin
khoan-kéng é pian-chhian, soah léong bo khi chun-bun--tioh. I chin m-si seng-li-lang! A-pa thia"-sioh
kong: "Kam-a-tiam @ teh khui, jit-chi @ teh koe to ho, bian kit hoat-tian--lah.” Kap chin-chéng ka--é, hi*-
khang lai bak-chiu kim, chiang-ak chhu-sé bo kang-khoan. Ho™-séng é A-eng, ta-ke-koa" chiah thia"--i,
i ai ke cho chit-koa khang-khoe, iong koh-khah bo6-éng 1ai liong chhut chéng-sa é ut-bun, kap sim-lai é

ai-siong--lah.
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Sin-thiam koe-sin au té-ji-ni, ia-si it-kia-chhit-liok-ni, G-ia" chng-kha pian chin choée--a. Go6an-pun
chit-keng cho é-a kang-ti", koh lang lai ke khui chit-keng. Chit-toa kang-tii® ma khui chit-keng. Tai-
tong kok-chiong si6-héng ka-kang it-tit puh--chhut-lai. Ia-ki kai-16 tong sin khi é hoan-chhu, ho chng-
kha lioh-lioh-a chhit® ke-a-bin é lau-jiat-khéan. Chng--nih é siau-lian-ke-a boe goa-lau--a, long khi ti
Chiang-hoa, Tai-tiong thong-khin chiah thau-15, cho seng-li. M-na an-ne, goa-1ai jin-khau ma choe kah
0 kdm-kak--tioh-a. Kam-4-tiam é lang-kheh, t0 chng--nih é chai-té-lang kap koe-16-kheh i-goa, poa® lai
chit-kéa sin-chhu-pi®. Chhia” Tai-pak lai khi hoan-chhu é Lim chd-jim, é-chhig® é Tiu® kho-tia®, cho
é-tai & Lau sai-hi, choan chau ka-téng tai-kang é Ko Béng-ki.... In-khi A-eng héng-chhu--¢, si jit-si pai
tl in tau mnig-khau chhéng-a-kha, bé hi, bah, 6an-4, chhe”-chhai téng-téng hia hoan-a. Kui-tin lang, G
khia ki-chhia, thih-bé, tah jin-lék-chhia chai--lai..., chit-ti bé koe chit-ti. Mui-jit chin chin-si, chap-tiam
ji-chap-hun kau chhéng-a-kha lai bé. Kau chap-tiam si-chap t6 s6a kah bo poa®-ta®--loh. ”U than si @

than, m-koh hoe-té oh liah phai® siau.” A-tian-s6 an-ne tau ho A-eng thia®, in-khi A-eng é siong-ki.

A-eng chiong siu"-hoat kong hé Jit-seng thia”, "Ta” kam-a-tiam 1ong li teh hoat-loh, li beh an-choéa®,
to an-choa®--lah” Jit-seng chdéan-koan long pang hd A-eng. Ki-sit A-eng é cho-hoat chin kan-tan, lang-
bin khoah goa-ian ho, toa-sé-keng ka-kang-chhit® si siong toa é kheh-hg, i chii-sin phah & jip. Oah-iong
chhun é chit-keng tiam-bin, si6-khoda kai-chong--chit-€, t6 ham A-tian ang-bd kong-ke cho seng-li. A-
eng hoa"-siau, A-tian-s6 ko-tiam, A-tian sang-hoe. Sui-jian si chit-chai-a é khang-khoe, sa®-lang cho
kah chia” bo-éng. Sia" boe kau to-s1 éng-giap-giah pi kam-a-tiam ke kui-16 poe, A-eng chu-kim chiok
bd bin-té, A-tian in t6 chin jiau--loh. Kui-bde chu-kim léng A-eng lok--16h, ma bé khui-thai in ang-bé.
"Na m-si A-eng chio-chi® ho goan kap i kong-ke cho seng-li,” 16-boe chu-lip miig-ho é A-tian-sd, kong
chhut 16e-sim é kam-kek: "Goan b6 hoat-t6 than ka-ti khui-tiam.” Hit-chtn A-eng khoa®-tioh in ang-bé
lio-bah, thai-hi, khau-lan, hiah khin-khoai kut-lat, boe hiAm chhau-chho...... Sia" khi Jit-seng kong é oe:
“Chi" si ka-ti than ho ka-ti...” In ang-bd eng tit é han-giah A-eng long sng kah chin a-kau--lah. Ta-ki
poh-li to-siau, tian-oe sang-hoe.... Mai kong chit-ti chau-bé koe chit-ui hia é hoan-a pek kah tioh siu-ta®,
lian khah hng é ka-kang-chhia" to 1ai hak-hoe.
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Hit-chtn A-eng iau m-bat thia®-koe chhiau-chhi. Ki-sit ba-héng-tiong, in kia" tui chhiau-chhi chit-
tidu 16. Hoe-té si lan-bian--¢, chi-ho khng peng-siu® léng-tong, léng-chong. M-koh chng-kha-lang bo-ai
chiah léng-tong-bah, A-tian to siG” pan-hoat ka-kang, oh koan-chhiang, si* kiam-bah é ki-sut. Sin-sian,
jip-chhut-hoe si-kan té, kéan-ché kho-chiin, ke-siau hap-li...., s1 A-eng mui-jit hoat-1oh é khang-khoe,
sui-jian cho chit-chai-khi, tioh iong kui-kang é cheng-sin. In-ui toa-chi-ko long tioh-ai sang-hoe, A-tian
chit-é lang ia beh lai ia beh goa, sit-chai ba boe khi, m-chiah ke chhia® Ko Béng-ki sang-hoe, thai é chai
cho-hoe ku--leh, Béng-ki é tui A-eng kho-siok kah pi kho-siok tham koe chit-tiam-tiam-a.......

Ko Béng-ki si goa-ni-a-lang, gdban-pun toa é-a-chhiu” teh pang-hoe tai-kang. Kok chng-thau chit-é
sék--leh, kui-khi thau-16 si-tiau, choan-btin thé kang-titi® si-keé pang-hoe ho lang tai-kang. Chng-kha é
lau-hoe-4, tioh hoat-1oh sa®-tng--¢é, ko gin-a kia" boe khui kha é cha-boé-lang....., tak-é thia"-thau ché--leh,
siang-chhid na pi®, chhui na hoe, hi® na thia” t6 0 chi" thang nia. Bok-koai kong “kheh-thia® si kang-
tin®”, tak-é hong Ko Béng-ki cho thia®-tia® — ti lang tau thia®-thau chhut-chhut jip-jip é Ko thia-tig".
A-eng chhia” Ko thia™-tiu" si sng keng--¢, i hoat-kak Béng-ki cho khang-khoe téng-chin, khin-khoai, kin
koh @ hau-lut. Chin-chin si lan Tai-6an ka-kang-giap toan-lian chhut--1ai é cho-khang-khoe-lang, na bo

hau-lut, kap lang boe pi-pheng--1i, than chui chiah to b6--oh.

A-eng chit-kid"-lang cha bau kang-tit" é hée-sit-liau, bo-éng koh chap-tih. Hoé 1i ju cho ju toa, i
liong che ke, chin-ké ke, li-stin tauh-tauh-a chau--chhut-lai. Tak-é sui-jian bo-éng chhi-chha, koh cho-
tioh chia® jiat. I-ki A-eng kdm-a-tiam hoe ka" bé chhut chin choe, che s hit-chin lidu bo-tioh--é. Ki-sit
koh-khah liau bo-tioh si khi thg-tioh Chhai-giok, Chhai-song chit-tui thiig-sng-6an, kai-pian i é it-seng!

Kau it-kiu-chhit-pat-ni, seng-li i-keng chin loh-un--a. Té-it-pai khoa®-tioh Chhai-giok in chia-moai,
si thia® A-koan hoah kéng: "Ma, G lang teh thau-ni chhai!” A-eng oat chhut-khi khoa" é si, khoa"-tioh
nng-é cha-bd gin-a phi chau leh long, "Bo chit-khoan tai-chi--lah,” A-eng kiu-cheéng thak chit-chai-a é
A-koan: "Chhai siok kah, sia"-lang beh thau-théh?” Té-ji-pai khoa®-ki* si, m-si leh thau-théh chhai, si
leh khioh chhai-hah-4. Khioh lak kah chit si-ke é chhai-hah-a. “Sia"-mih si-tai--lah, iau @ lang teh khioh
chhai-hah-a!” A-eng sim-lai hiau-gi, ”Si khioh beh chhi ke chhi ti? Iah-si beh cho chhau-tau-ha?” Khoa®
in an-ne bih-bih chhih-chhih, ”Si sid"-lang tau & cha-bé gin-4? Beh tih kéng t6 ho--a, ah-sai kia® lang
chai” Chit-kho-ii-a gin-a toa-sé, A-eng bat thau-thau, t6-si m-bat khoa®-ki" chit nig-é. Toa-han--é long
chhéng kok-hau-a che-hok, m-koh péh-sa™ hoan phu, o-kin o kah khoa® € tioh lah-sap. Tai-khai thak it,
ji-ni. Se-han--é chha-put-to gg, lak-hoe, nig-kang phi"-chui put-si tin kau chhui--nih, jidn-au si kin suh
jip-khi phi*-khang-té. "Kap goa sé-han long kang-khoéan!” A-eng sit-chai chia” ho"-hian. Chhia" an-ne
tig--tioh kui-10 pai, beh 6a khi mng--leh, in t6 chau kah phun-kha-keng.

Chit-pai bu-i-tiong thia®-tioh, "Ho--a-lah, lan chiah G-kau to ho--a-lah!” A-eng chong chhut-khi

toa-sia” kio: "A-chi!” Chit-thau chai loh-khi siau-sé é tong-ni.
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"A-chi!”” A-eng tek-chhiig i6 kah sih-soai®--kio, A-1éng iau-si peh boe--khi-lai: "Goéa kan-khé kah, li
ka-ti khi--lah.” Khoa" a-chi kiu t1 mi-phoe-té, kui-é bak-kho o-heng--khi, bak-chiu-jin lap--loh-khi, na-
chhia” khong chit-lian tau-kho. B6 a-chi tau-tin, A-eng m chéng-goan sau-se, tek-lang thoa--leh, oat tui
chhai-ke-a--khi. Chu sé-han kap a-ba Chhun-ki, a-chi Chhiu-léng siong-i Gii-mia. A-bu put-si bo ti--leh,
A-eng long si A-1éng chhoa toa--é. Boe-hiau sia" é A-eng ioh si a-chi pin-toa®..., m-chai A-léng phoa-pé"
kui-16 kang, a-bu kong kah beh si. A-eng kan-ta" sia" to kin khi sau chhai-chhi, a-peh, a-m in t6 € ni
chhun é chhai, bah-kut, bah-phée h i. U tang-si iau @t bah-it-4 kap hi-4. Boe siu-chhi cha sau & ha lang
hiam, oa” khi lang t6 sau liau--khi, A-eng iau-si m-ka" siu® ian-chhian.

Chhai-chhi-a lai m-kéan bah-tiam, hi-chhi, chhai-ke-4, thau-cha thun kau am, kui-tidu thong-16
lap kah siti"-leh-leh, A-eng t6-si sau lang-kheh thun--koe é thong-16. I kap chin-chéng kang-khoan tui
chhai-ke-4 sau khi. M-si bo-ai tui bah-tiam sau khi, A-eng chai-ia", in ché--a4 chhoa i an-ne cho, si kap
toa-lang bo pia”, b6 che--lah. Tan kau beh sau bah-tiam, hi-chhi si, i-keng pat-lang sau ho leh sé tiam--
a. A-eng ka-ti chit-lang sau t6 chia” ban bo iau-kin, pun-so bo a-chi tau thoa, sit-chai thoa boe kia". Té
pun-so é tek-lang kiong beh kap i pé”-koan, niig-lang thoa to chin chiah-lat, A-eng chit-lang kan-ta® té
poa’-lang, ma tioh-ai phai® leh thoa. M-na an-ne, chit-lang sau ban, chhai-hoan-a soa--loh sti ho-chui
sé chhai-ke-a, chhiang tho-kha. A-eng sau boe 1i ho phun kah kui seng-khu, tan sau ho, kui-é lang tam
koh si", na-chhia® tho-kha é 1ok-ko-4-médai sia”, 1ong tiau lai i sin--li. Sui-jian chin 0a®, A-eng iau-si
oat tui bah-tiam, hi-chhi, khoa" @ lang pun-so pia® lau-kau--b6. Pun-so bian pia®--a, koh ho-un lang ho
i chit-te phii-bah, hi-hoan-a ma ho i chit-boée pha"-thau-a. Hi, bah, chhai long 0--a, sau-se, tek-lang iong
chui thoa-thoa chheng-khi, A-eng thoa--leh hoa™-hoa" hi-hi long--tng-khi.

Chhun-ki soe ti chhai-chhi-4 lai chit-keng beh t6 beh t6 é tek-kéng-a-chhu. Si tan-a-kha toa-té-
tang chun khi--khi-é. Pin-a-piah chioh-hui lak kui-16 jiah, kui-é piah-th¢ lak kah khoa®-tioh tek-pin-a.
Tek-chhig téng é A-léng bo khoa"-ki" lang--a, soah boe-tang ka a-chi tian lang sang é hi, bah. A-eng
sa"-a-kho 0a® tiau, to tiam hang-a-khau lian-tang [mui-kia] in toh. Phi-bah chhiat chit-kak chit-kak tan

loh tia" choa"-iq, ti-itt kiau png, chha chhai, ti-iG-phoh-a phoe pig siong-ho chiah. Ti-iti choa® ho, soa-
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-16h chian hi-4, chha-chhai. Sui-jidn chiah chhit-hoe, tak-jit toe a-chi chu sa"-tng, b6 joa sék-chhia ma

chin e to--li-a-lah.

Kap éng-koe kang-khoan, A-eng ka-ti cht, ka-ti chiah, ka-ti sé tig. Am--14i ka-ti chau khi iah-chhi-
a khoa" lang phah kiin-thau bé ko-ioh, chit-€ bd a-chi cho-phoa®, tak-hang to bd ho-sng. Tng--1ai kau
chhu, a-bu, a-chi idu b6 khoa"-ki" lang. Chit-lang bo-lidu, t6 1oh bin-chhifig, hoan 14i chhia khi khun boe
loh bin...... “A-chi!” Hidng-hiong khoa" A-léng thiau--jip-lai, chiah sia" beh tian-p6 kin-a-jit @ hi @ bah.
”Kin lai kong-ke chiah, bo, & léng--khi!” G6an-1ai A-léng chhit phang chit-6a" mi, 6a”-téng pho chit-phi®
san-bah, mi idu sio-hut-hut. Chek-si nhig-chi-moai li chit-chhui, géa chit-ti, b6 kui-é chhiua to sa kah
chhun hit-té san-bah. "A-eng chiah--khi-lah.” A-chi li chiah--lah.” Nng-chi-moai nit 1ai nia khi, kui-boe
A-léng ka chit-poa™. A-eng chiong A-léng ka chhun hit chit-phi®-phi®-a san-bah ngeh jip au. Ju pé ju
ti" ju ho-chiah, lun boe tidu thé chit khau-khui: "Chiok ho-chiah--é neh, .... sia"-lang ho--lan-é?” A-
chi chhi-a4-khau sé-6a" than--1ai-é-lah” "G6an ma beh lai sé-6a™” ”Li siu® sé-han, lang bo ai--lah” Goéa
ma é-hidu sé--a” "Lang kia® li long-phoa 6a"--leh.” "Aih, ....sit-chai chiok ho-chiah--é koh.” Kong--leh
kong--leh chhui-noa soah tit-tit tin--loh-14i. Lau kah méa-bin long si, A-eng sia" beh i6ng chhiu-ng khi
hoe-tiau, soah na-chhia® chhit ho lang kho-tiau--leh, liong kui-po-ku liong boe khui, géan-lai si ho a-bu
é chhiu kho--leh.

A-eng bak-chiu joe-joe--leh, ioh si teh bin-bang, thia® a-bu khau-khau thi-thi: "Beh chai to sang khi
ka lang chu-png.” Bak-sai koh chhap-chhap-tih: "Beh chai ma bo-ai ho i khi thak-chheh” A-eng chhé®-
-lai kui-bin 16ng si a-bu lian--1oh é chheng-lai. “A-chi--leh?” Si6-si6 é sim-léng chi®-toih8 kiam-kiam
é bak-sai, stii kam-sia tioh tai-chi m-ho--loh: "A-chi--leh? A-bu, a-chi--leh? A-chi--leh....?” M-kéan i
an-cho6a® hoah-hiu, A-eng hoah boe tng--1ai in a-chi--lah. Eng-6an tidu ti A-eng sim-thau--é si a-chi
lap kah chhim-chhim o-heng é bak-chiu-khut-a, kap sio-hut-hut pho chit-phi® san-bah, kong-ke chiah é
chhék-a-mi--lah.
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A-eng tut-jian khi kah lak-lak-chhoah, kau chit-chan iau @ lang pang ho gin-a teh khioh chhai-hah-
a! Chhin-chhai cho to G-thang chiah, b6, kam @ chai se” boe-hiau chhi--é? Iah-si pin-t6a™ m tho-than,
pang ho gin-a si-ké liu-liu khi tho-chiah. Siho"-hian, chhut cht sé-han é kham-khiat, iah-si jin-séng é
koan-ho6ai? Tui chit-tui chi-moai-hoe é sin-sé chiad® ki. Tham-thia® koh tham-thia®, géan-lai si chng--li
khi hoan-chhu, sin 1ai chap-kang Kheng-tong é cha-bg-kia™.

"Toa--é kio Chhai-giok, se--é kio Chhai-song” Khi hoan-chhu é Lim chid-jim khok-khok hai"-thau:
”Sit-chai chin khé-lidn, cht se-han a-bu t6 lai li-khui...” "In ma-ma...?” "Aih, kong--khi-1ai 6e tig, hit-
chin goa chiah lai kong-si b6 joa ka.” Péng-si ai kong chhio & Lim cha-jim, kong-tioh chid® kam-seng:
“In ma-ma goéa khoa"-koe nng-pai, than-péh kong sti koh @ lang-ian, sui-jian si chng-kha-lang, chit-
sut-a to boe song, kho-sioh Khéng-téong bo hok-khi khi hd chau--khi” Khoa® A-eng gi-bun téng-téng,
stii soa loh-khi kong: "Kheng-tong goéan long kio o-to, thia® kong bat ti té-tiam-a cho phah-chhit. Goéa
toa kong-si € si, i tu-ho ho kong-si p6 chhut-gak....” "Sia®-mih? Hé lang koai®--koe € 16-moa oh!” A-eng
sit” boe kau Chhai-giok in é ka-téng hiah hok-chap. "Hit-chin kang-té phang-ki® thih-kin, a-mo-thg,
kong-si ioh si i thong gda-chhat thau chhia khi bé--leh, ka ko khi koai®. Au--1ai chha chhut-lai m-si i, i-
keng peh koai® peh-ko-goeh--loh.” Lim chu-jim ke chan chit-ku: "Sia"-lang kio i G phai®-té luh, m-chiah
ho lang hiam-gi tai-seng, phai®-tn ché oan-gak” “An-ne in b& chiah 1i li-khui si--b6?” “He m-si--ng,
A-hiong cht Kheéng-tong liah khi koai®, ta" khi ka-téng seng-o0ah, khi li-sia cho la-tiong than chhi gin-a.
Aih! Bai t6 bai ti chia...” Khoa™ A-eng thia" kah hi"-a gia-gia-gia, koh kong soa--loh-khi: "Kheng-tong
chhut-gak, m-chai tui toh thia"--lai, kong A-hiong cho lu-tiong kiam teh than, ka but kah t6a-khang
seé-lih. A-hiong sin-khé than chhi chit-ke, tian-to ho in ang ka tiap, m-goan chiah 1ai li-khui chhu--1i” 71
gin-a pang € khui kha?” *Thia" kong G to-tng--lai, m-koh st koh chau--khi. Sui-jian Kheng-tong ho-cho
0-t0, iau bd-kau o, sng sdi-phoe nia. In A-hiong na ho kak-thau lau-toa pau-chhi--khi, ah ah si khi ho
lang koai--khi, phian--khi, sut--khi.... Aih! Aih! He t6 bai-lit-liti--loh.” A-eng thia®--a thia®, thia" kah
boe--a sim-chéng soah tim-tang--khi-lai. "Li khoa" po-chéa,” Lim cha-jim thi po-chéa ki ho A-eng khoa™
’Li khoa", chiah ché kéng-ko t6-chhe” A-eng i-chéng m-bat chu-i, chit-é khoa® 4-i4" chin ché, G khan
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kong tng--1ai it-chhe goan-liong, G khan gin-a teh bang lau-bu, ma @ khan i-keng héan-hoe kai-ko, khng
tng--1ai it-ke théan-i".... Se-kan é ang-a-bd-tai, ku-ku koai-koai, A-eng sia" to sia” boe kau, si kong khah
an-cho6a® ma tioh-ai ko-tioh se-han-kia"..... "Ma-ma b6 ti seng-khu-pi”, kam t6 bo-thang chiah, ai khioh
chhai-hah-a?” A-eng sia" to khi: "Kam 0-i4" san kah an-ni-si"*?” ?Géa khoa" i sok-sit-mi chit-pai to gia kui
toa-siu®, chhai-hioh-4 hoan-se-a chham-loh mi kah chiah--é;” Lim chu-jim iau-si the cha-po-lang kéng-
oe: "Ke-kak-a boe-hidu chhoa ke-a-kia"--lah.” "Mai khi phah b¢, to6 bo chia--é tai-chi. L6-moéa-lang khap
boe tioh to phah bd, bok-koai in bé kia® kah m tng--14i” A-eng iau-si thé in b put-phéng: *Cha-po-lang
boe-hidu ko bd, thid™ bd, kui-bde tu hai-si tioh cha-bd-kia™ nia”

Ui Lim cha-jim hia chai-i4® Chhai-giok chi-méai sin-s¢, koh khoa" hiah ché kéng-ko to-chhe é
chhoe-lang khé-su, A-eng chhim-chhim kam-sit se-kan, péng m-si chhia” i jit-siong teh sia” teh koe
hiah tan-stin. Lidn ang-bg-ian, bu-kia®-chéng to long chhui kah é khi nit-khiok, siong-hai--tioh, pi* kah
chit-ke-hoe-4 soa™ mé-mé. Na an-ne, Chhai-giok in ai d&n-chéa® ho tng--lai a-bu é ai--leh? Bun-té é kat-
thau éng-kai ti Kheéng-tong hia, na khah kut-lat, khah mi-néa chhoe, cha-bé-lang é sim na moa-chi--leh,
khah an-cho6a® kam boe hoe-sim choéan-i?

Koe bo kui kang, A-eng bo-i-tiong ti 16--1i khi ta-tioh Chhai-giok in pé-a-kia". Hag-hng khoa®-tioh
Kheng-tong chia”-chhia pho se, to-chhiu khan toa kia® 6a--lai. A-eng chit-si chhiong-tong, hoah chit-
sia™; "Oeh! Tan--chit-é” Kheéng-tong bo-thau bo-chang khi ho A-eng hoah chit-sia”, kha-p6 pang tia”,
bak-thau kat--khi-lai: ”.Sia” tai-chi?” A-eng hoah lidu-au, chiah Gi-tioh toa-sia® siu® chhong-pong teh
hio-hée. Koh khoa" sé-han--é soan 1oh tho-kha, tui in lau-pé toa-thui lam-tidu-tiau, téa--é iap bih khi in
lau-pé é kha-chhng au. "Géa soah chhia® chit-chiah hé-pah-bu--leh,” A-eng siti®-tioh chin au-nau, “E khi
heh"-kia" tioh gin-a.” It-si in bde--chhut-14i, ka-chai héan-éng iau sng hé: “Gda si kong...lin sin poa®--1ai,
hoan-se-4 é khiam sia”, goéa hia kdm-a-tiam, chhai-ke-4, mih-kia" chidu koh pan-gi, ....chiah lai kau-
koan--lah” "Goa chai-ia"” Kheng-tong chim-chiok siong A-eng: "Na khiam, géan & khi bé.” Sia® bo toa,
lioh-lioh-a chhim-tim. Ho A-eng in-siéng siong chhim, iau-si chit sin ko thd-soa-han-a é khah-ki sa"-a-
kho. Chhui-chhiu bd khau, sui-jidn ho lang khoa®-tioh boe tho-iah, m-koh, chit-sut-a to bo tian-ia® lai-té
0-sia-hoe "0-t0” & pa-khi. Tian-to ho A-eng kam-kak na siti-chin hong-song, si-ké chau-chong hit-khéan
long-poe, lok-phek-khoan. “Che tai-khai si bo ko boe ho, ko boe-tiau é cha-po-lang-khoéan--lah.” Khoa"
kah nng-é se-han gin-a si-lai bak-chiu 1*-kun-kun, A-eng sit-chai sia” beh thau-mng ka loah-loah--leh,

phi® chhéng-chhéng--leh. M-koh, Khéng-tong chit-chhit khan chit-é, cho in ki&® chau--khi-a-lah.
Chu an-ne A-eng m-bat koh khoa®-ki® Chhai-giok in chi-mdai lai khiok chhai-hah-a. Khéng-tong

bat lai kau-koan, tai-po-hun bé sa®-tng chu-chiah--é. A-eng chim-chiok ka chu-i, m-bat khoa" ka gin-a
bé si-sit-a. Kheng-tong ka-ti bd bé hun, chid, lian gin-4 é chhui-chiah-mih-a to 16ng khiam kah Ii-lj,
m-chai in chi® khai toh khi--é. Au-li thia® Lim chud-jim kong, chiah chai-i4® Khéng-tong chhéng-tiau lai
Chiang-hoa, 11 in tau kin ho chiau-ko. Kheng-téng in lau-pé, tia"-lang-pa si toa Lam-tau kang-chng--1i é
lang, cht sé-han sé kai chap-ni chhia-chi é lau-péng-iu. A-hiong ke--1ai, Kheng-tong bd ko hé koh khi
ho chau bo khoa"--ki", ho nng-lau khian thau-khak i bé 6e kong, ai beh tho-lang chiah si thau--thia®
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Kheng-tong than é goeh-kip to iong ti chau-chhoe in A-hiong kap po6-thiap nig-lau é seng-oah siong.
Bok-koai Kheng-tong hiah khiti-khiam, ka-chai gin-a koai, b6, h6an ma héan--si.

E khi khit-kin A-eng kap Khéng-tong in pé-4-kia®, si chhia® Chhéi-giok au é tai-chi. Kau it-kia-
chhit-kia-ni, A-eng seng-li cho kah chin b6-éng, A-hoe mi-tiam ma kang-khoan. A-eng é ki--tit, kui-16
ni bo tng--1ai & A-phéng, toa bo sa®-kang koh khi Jit-ptin liau-au. Bo6 joa ku in lau-pé pak-té t6 hoah
thia”. Khi-seng ioh si Gi-pé”, i lai i khi, ju i ja bai. Mi-tiam b6 chai-tiau ko bé iau-kin, koh tioh-ai A-hoe
toe-tidu-tidu. Thau-a A-hoe iang Siu-tin tau ko-tiam, Siu-tin bé khun-tau thé-lat boe kham--li, tioh thoa
A-eng tau ko. A-eng chu thau-cha to bo-éng, chit-ma lian hioh-chhoéan to bo, sita"-sit”--leh m-si pan-
hoat, td beh chhia® khoa™ @ lang tau-sa®-kang--bo. Mng chegn5 mng au chhia® b6 lang, chiah ho i sia® khi
Chhai-giok. Hit-chan Chhai-giok thak kok-hau-a sa"-ni, mui-jit thak poa®-kang. A-eng ti Khéng-tong
lai kam-a-tiam é si mig: "Beh ho lin Chhai-giok than chit-sut-a4 kang-chi®-a--b6?” Khoa" Khéng-tong
ti-td: "Hong-sim, € ho cho i é-hiau cho é khang-khoe--lah.” A-eng hit-chtin ma hun boe chheng si kin ai
lang tau-kha-chhiq, ah ah si G-sim beh ho than-chi®-4-kia". Kau thau chit-kang Chhai-giok beh tng--khi
si, A-eng chhék chit-6a” mi kah chit-liap 16-niig, ho chiah é si chiah chhoe-tioh tap-an. Chhai-giok mi
khng thau-chéng, kan-ta” m giah-ti, A-eng bak-chiu thang koe sa"-téng piah: "Cho li chiah, si 1i ka-ti
than--&” A-eng chit-si-lang m-bat chiah hoa-hi: Goa & koh chhék nng-6a™ ho li theh--tng, 1i e-sai-tit ka

lin lau-pé, si6-moai tian-po, che si li cho khang-khoe than--lai-é-oh.”

Keng-koe A-eng tauh-tauh-a khan-ka, Chhai-giok ko-séng chiam-chiam khai-léng--khi-1ai. U-i4"
A-eng kan-ta® ho cho i é-hiau cho--é, sui-jian an-ne, ti chit sa” kham tiam teh bo-éng é lang, to kam-kak
chha chiok ché. Pi-lin-kéng tiam mi-tiam tau-kha-chhit, sé-6a" phang-mi chio-ho lang-kheh, A-hoe
to ke chin khin-sang. A-hoe chhoa A-béng khi khoa® pé” si, A-eng koe-lai tau-kha-chhid, i t6 koe-khi
kam-a-tiam ko-tiam. Sui-jidn chin ché tai-chi iau boe-hiau cho, m-koh, chap-chap tih-tih khang-khoe,
long é khioh-khioh-a cho. Kui-b6ée m-na A-eng, lian Siu-tin to chin thia"-sioh.

Goéan-pun chhia” Chhai-giok si chiam-si--&, m-koh A-béng pé" long b6 hé. Khoa™ pé” tioh chi®, ju
khai ja ché ja an, pé™-i* se-keng ma ju khoa" ju tdoa-keng ju siong-tiong. Kau bde--a i-seng kong koa®-
gam si, A-hoe kui-é lang kiong beh pang--khi. "Kam é-tang bak-chiu kim-kim khoa" géan A-béng teh
hoah thia®, kio kan-kh6?” A-hoe bin-iu-bin-kat: "I-seng kong koa® tioh that--khi-1ai, hoan-se-a iau o kiu”
Siu-tin chit-é thia" an-ne kong, kio Jit-seng chhoan chap-ban-kho, kiu lang iau-kin. Mia kiu--si kiu--tioh,
kho-sioh thoa--nia, hoan tng-ni, idu-si tng--khi-a-lah.

Hit-tang-chin, A-eng khoa" A-hoe ai-tioh A-béng é ioh-hui teh chau-chong, sim-chéng ma toe i
ut-bun. Thia® Siu-tin kong A-béng beh chiong ho-léng-a ka-chhu koe--koe-14ai, Jit-seng khé-chhio: ”Sti-
chai--i-lah, chioh--i é chi®, pun-chia® to bo beh tho tng--1ai” Lun-chin kéong chhu-khak b tat-chi®, tho-té
kék-ke ma chiah chap-ban-kho nia. A-eng chai-ia" A-hoe i-keng chioh ji-chap goa-goa ban, "B6 chioh--i,
si beh an-ch6a®?” Jit-seng kong-tioh chin bi-nai. Sit-chai, A-hoe @ chi® chioh kah b6 chi®, @ 16 kia" kah
bd 16. A-eng éng-6an to € ki--tit, chit-kang, A-chiong khi in sa®-chi hia chioh bd chi® tng--lai: "A-siam
kong choe-kin an-tong-tong, leng-kang chhii-thau khah léng--leh, € kia--14i” A-hoe thia™ kong, ia b6 in
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t6 oat jip-khi lai-té. Oa mfg-thau-4, hiong-hiéng kui-kho-lang 6at to--koe-1ai: "An? Ké kui chap-ni--a,
teh hoah an?” A-eng khoa™ A-hoe o0at chit-é siu” kin, thau-mng sam kah am kui-bin: ”...Jau-boe léng-ho-
ho? ...Kui beh sin!” A-eng bo-tiu® bo-ti kui seng-khu khi ka-nng-sin. Lang kéng ka-pé" bé hau-chu,
bu-kia"-chéng kia" kah chit-khoéan té-pd, chin-chin si...., aih!
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“Khak! khak!” Chit-chan khak thdm-noa é sia®, chiong A-eng ban tng--lai hian-sit sé-kai. A-eng hi"-
a gia-gia, tan chit-tak-ka-4, bé koh thia®-tioh keh-piah thoan--koe-lai é sau-sia®. Godan-lai A-eng teh
chim-chiok thia" khoa” @ kio-lang é lin-long-a-sia®--b6. Koéng-tioh lin-16ng-a-sia”, to sia™ khi Chhai-
song. Siu-tin poah-t6 hit-ni Chhai-song teh thak ho-hau, G ho-1i choan-bin tau chiau-ko, Siu-tin pé” au
hok-kian ke chin stn-si. "A-ma,” A-eng té it pai thia® Chhai-song b6 kio a-p6 kio a-ma: "Lin-16ng-a si
kio lang--é neh. A-ma4, peh khi peh loh, kia"-16 long tioh-ai khah se-ji--leh oh.” Chhéi-song é koan-sim,
it-tit ui jip-khi Siu-tin é sim-koa™ “Lau-hoe-a kia” poah, chhian-ban tioh-ai si6-sim, choat-tui boe-éng-tit
koh poah-t6--neh.” Chhian kau-tai, ban hoan-hu: *Chin ché lang poah-t6, a-ma, na t6 ti bin-chhig peh
boe--khi-lai, he to bai--loh.” Chhai-song to-si chit-é ho-chhu, chin-chéng é koan-hoai, nag-é-chhiu t6 é
ho lang kam-sia tah sim-koa"-a--lah. I-seng kau-tai, 1éng-chui-kut ham-sau ai chhéng thih-kah-sa®, Siu-
tin hidm joah m-chhéng, Chhai-song to G hoat-td a" i chhéng. Siu-tin un tiam bin-chhiig m peh khi-lai
un-tong, Chhai-song na teh phian gin-a--leh, ngé khan khi-lai kia™ ”Kin-kut bo tin-tang é the-hoa--neh”

Na kong thian-seng cho ho-st é liau, A-eng jin-0i chhut chi Chhai-song hit-¢é ai noa lang é nai-seng--lah.

Tang-si-a ka ho-cho A-nai, A-eng boe ki-tit--a. Chhai-giok chhim lai tau-kha-chhiu si, put-si ka®
Chhai-song lai tiam--li. Hit-chtn i chiah thak kok-hau-4 it-ni, lang chit-phi-4-kia", sui-jian bo leh lau-
phi®--a, m-koh @ chit-é phai® sip-koan, mih-kia" chiah liau, si-kid® chhui 6a khi chhit-ng hoe. Tai-khai
sé-han b6 lau-bu ti sin-pi® é koan-hé. U chit-pai, khoa® i kho 1ék--16h-khi, tidm chhu chéng kau-4 kht
leh pang-jio, ho A-eng chhoah chit-ti6. Chiong-chiong phai® khoa"-siu” é tong-chok ho lang ho-khi ia
ho-chhio. A-eng chin G nai-séng ka ka, tauh-tauh-4 kam-sia tioh Chhai-song é kiau-thai kap sai-nai-
khui. Hoan-se-4 A-eng ka-ti m chai-ia", ti Chhai-song sin siong, la-seng é bu-ai é tit-tioh chin toa é
boéan-chiok--lah.

Seé-han si, A-eng si-kia" kap a-chi un tiam a-bu é keh-lang-kha. Ii-ki hip ti mi-chioh-phoe-té, phi*
a-bu seng-khu chhéng--chhut-lai é hian, ho i @ kong boe--chhut-lai é un-l6an kap an-chéan-kam. Se"
Eng-siong kap Chhiu-koan lidu-au, A-eng chin chii-jian chiong bu-séng é ai khng ti niig-é gin-a & sin

siong. M-koh, gin-4 tauh-tauh-4 t6a-han, ti A-eng é lom-lam pho-pho ju 14i ju siam-pi. A-eng kdm-kak
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in boe-tang hé i kam t1 chhui--li, [am ti sin--li. Géan-pun kut-jiok sio-lidm, chiong chud-lu khoa™ cho
ka-ti sin--li é chit-pd-han, soah ja lai ja m ho liap khi liap t6. A-eng chin au-nau, si an-chéa® gin-a ju
toa-han, é 11 ju khui ja hiig--leh? Kio in sa™ ke thah--chit-nia, hiam lo-so. Bé ho chhéng é sa” m-chhéng,
ai ka-ti bé ki-héng koai-chong, bo-phin é sa"-a-khiin. Sa"-tng chiah m-chia® chiah, si-siu-a khok-khok
bé, o-péh chiah. Ke kong--nng-ku-a, m--to toa-sia” in to-tng--1ai, bo--td oat--leh cho in kia". Ia-ki thak
kok-tiong au soah ju m-si khoan, put-si ho A-eng cho-sim, chhau-héan. Miag A-mii, Gin-4 leh toa, 16ng
€ an-ne--lah” A-mui chhio i toa-kia® si6-koai: *Tiau-ti-kang kap 1i gék, na mai khi cho phai®, téa-han in
to é-hiau sia"--a-lah.” Kéng si an-ne kong, tui gin-a é it-ki it-tong, idu-si kam--leh kia™ 01", té"--leh kia®
pi", pho--leh kia® lak. Aih, thian-ha ha-bu-sim!

M-koh, Chhai-song ko-séng kap in a-chi bé-kang, kap Eng-siéng, A-koan koh-khah bd-kang. Bak-
sek ho, chhui ti", chin kin t6 ho lang ho-kam. Toe in a-chi l4i é si, tak-hang khang-khoe to tau khioh leh
cho. Bo joa ku, chhéng-kiti kap Chhai-giok ltn-lia cho, A-eng chit-é-chhiu t6 in--i. Hit-chtn i td ho in
hit nhg-é kim-a-kia", gin-a-kia" khi kah beh si. Gdan-lai A-eng kui-téng tak chai-khi, chit-é sau lai-té,
chit-é sau tiam-khau, sau lidu chiah é-tang khi thak-chheh, kui-16 ni 1ai 16ng an-ne. Chit-é Chhai-giok in
lai lidu-au, hia"-moai khai-si pin-toa®--khi-lai. Kai sau--é tho-kha m-sau, bo, t6 0-16-bok-che, the boe-hu
thak-chheh. Chit-€ mé nng-ku--a, soah sai-thai, tiu® m chiah-png! Khoa" Chhai-giok in sau-chhiu giah-
-leh t6 sau, A-eng chin kdm-khai, koh thia® Chhai-song phak lai pi®--a: "A-1, mai khi--a-lah, li khi géan &
kia®--neh.” Ho A-eng chit-pak-hoe cho chit-é siau-siau--khi. Tai-khai put-si thia® Chhai-song kong-tioh

oe neh lai neh khi, A-eng chia® tah-sim, chin cht-jian t6 an-ne ka ho-cho A-nai--lah.

A-nai boe chhit” in a-chi hiah tiam, ke chin @ 6e kong, @ chhio-sin, G tang-si-a ma stiin-chéng lia-
156. A-eng mng: "Li kam hiah ai cho khang-khoe?” "Chiah @ thang bé 6-4-peng chiah--neh, ......a chi”,
pa-pa ma chiah thang khi chhée ma-ma tng--1ai, ...... gban teh tan ma-ma tng--lai neh.” A-hiong li-ka
chhut-chau hit-ni, A-nai chiah nhg-hoe, tui in bti--a eng-kai b6 in-siong. In bu--a té-ka, Khéng-tong
tau-té an-choa” tui in kong, A-eng sui-jian ho-ki, ma phai"-se ka gin-a mng. Chit-pai bo tiu"-ti kong-tioh
A-hiong, Chhai-giok chit-é-chhiu bak-kho to ang--khi-lai, A-eng i-au to m-ka" thé-khi. Tau-té si khih-
khiah é bu-lu-chéng, tan-thai théan-i" é chit-jit. A-nai to khah thian-chin, ni in pé-bu é kiat-hun-siong
ho A-eng khoa™ ”“A-i, li khoa™ gban ma-ma chiok sti--é neh.” U-i&® A-hiong bin-b&-4 chin it chin sui,
khoa" to na gin-a--leh. "Kam & chié-hoe boe-hiau sia"? To keng-koe hiah ché ni--a, Kheng-tong khah
an-cho6a® m-tioh, khoa™ ti gin-4 é han siong, ma tioh-ai thg--lai-a.”

A-eng & hiah thia"-thang chit-tui thig-sng-6an, in-so chin ché. Tu-lidu koai-kha i-goa, hoan-se-
a iau-si t1 A-eng kham-khiat € sin-seé. Sé-han him-sian pat-lang chiah pa chhéng ho, beh bé sia®, chi®
tho--leh to G, si-siu-a tui i lai kong, si lidn sia” to m-ka" sia” é iok-bong. Khoa" lang ki-a-peng chiah
kah chhap-chhap-tih, chin sia” beh a” 6a khi chng, ...put-ji-ko si khang-su bang-siéng nia, kui-bée iau-si
ka-ti é chhui-noa-chti bong thun. Cho gin-a é si ti-tioh seng-chiin phah-pia®, iéng-séng A-eng kian-
kidong, chi-lip é seng-keh. Chhim-sin "0 khang-khoe cho” chiah si hok, cho t6 G tai-ke. Chi-pi, cha-than,
chut-lian, khit-kit tong-chéng, si siong ho lang khoa™ bo khi, bi-kho kiu-ioh, cha-pi é lang! Tui bo a-
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bu ti sin-pi" é chi-moéai-hoe, A-eng chin hoa®-hi, sui-jian chiah se-se-han gin-a, kap Ko thia®-tia" pang
thia®-thau, cho chhit-kang hia--é lau--¢, siau-lian--é kang-khoan, ti cho khang-khoe tiong than-chi®, lai
tit-tioh khoai-lok kap béan-chiok.
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Te 10 chiu~

Chhai-giok chi-moai 1ai tau-kha-chhit liau-au, kai-sian lidu in ka-téng seng-oah. A-eng in é tiam ma
ke chap-chhe-a, iti-ki ti A-béng koe-sin lidu-au, mi-tiam, kdm-a-tiam chin ché khang-khoe, long € tau
tha"--khi-1ai cho, ju téa-han ju bat ju kut-lat, khang-khoe ju cho ju ché ju khin-khoai, ma jua tit-tioh
tak-é é thia®-sim. Kheng-tong i chit-é goa-ui-a-lang, chng--li koan-i thd-chui, bak-kang, chui-tian téng
chap-chap tih-tih khang-khoe, oan-na khioh-khioh-a cho, ke-kiam than. Sui-jian m-si sia"-mih t6a-sai,

khin-khoai, su-si, lang t6 0-16, chin kin kap chng--li é lang kap cho chit-khit.

Chhim-thau thia® Lim chu-jim kong Khéng-tong in tau é tai-chi, A-eng tui Khéng-tong é in-siong
péng bo ho. Chu kio Chhai-giok in lai ko-tiam lidu-au, tak-é khah @ chiap-chhiok, tui Khéng-tong soah
kho-lidn--khi-1ai. U-ia" ke-kak-4 oh chhéa kia®, it-ki cht nig-hoe kap si-hoe gin-4 chhoa t6a, G khah
thiam-thau. "A-hiong sim-koa” sit-chai G-kau ngg, to hiah ché ni--a, idu m tng--1ai” “Kin choa-ban é tng--
lai-lah?” Siu-tin jin-Gi: "Chng-kha-lang ke Tai-pak, bé-tioh chhia-hoa, boe-hiau sia" m-chiah € 1 ang pang
kia®, sia” thiat lidu-au to é sia” kia" sia" chhu--lah.” Jit-seng ma kam-kak in b6 @ khah koe-htan: "Khoa®
Kheéng-tong hiah sioh gin-4, eng-kai boe phah bé chiah tioh.... Ah bo, to-si siau-lian khah chhéong-pong--
lah?” Sui-jian chit-ke-lang chit-ke-tai, kap Khéng-tong tauh-tauh-4 sék lidu-au, A-eng hoat-kak 16e-chéng
na-chhia® bo hiah tan-stn.

”Na mai khi koai® t6 bo chia--é tai-chi--lah.” Khéng-tdng put-si chii-dan chii-than. U-ia” chit-é chiah-
thau-10-lang, &€ ho thau-ke go-hoe kam-sit chu-to, choéan si Khéng-tong siau-lian hong-tong é koan-he.
“Kok-hau pit-giap bo joa ku, toe kang-chng--li A-goan-chek lai Tai-pak cho sid-kang, chiah chap-lak-
hoe nia. Hit-chiin é Bin-kdan-tang-16, Sidng-kang-16 oh, ma chiah khui h6 b6 joa ki.” U-ia® go, lak-chap
ni-tai é Tai-pak, oah-lek chhiong-phoe, si-ke lau-a-chhu it-tit thah--khi-1ai, Khéng-tong kho sin-thé ho,
lat-thau iong, choan bau kang-té ta" chng-4, tiau chng-a é khang-khoe. Sui-jian chho-tang, chi” kau lang
to G bah, t kia chit-koa tng--khi, chhun--é tak-é chio-chio--leh t6 khi té-tiam-a pha®. Chit-kan kau-hia®
kau-ti to an-ne kiat kui-tong, cho-kang, chhit-tho, sio-phah long kat cho-hde.

Thau-a cho-kang iau-si pun-giap, chta bat Tang-mfg-kau lidu-au, chng-a ta" m-chia" ta”, kui-boe

toe i chhit-tho, chiah-chhéng, phah thian-ha. Tang-mfig-kau cha kap lang pia® té-p6a®, khang-chhiu jip
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to-tin, pin ta"-khi phah chhut mia-sia”, se-bin chiok chheng--é. Kheéng-tong é ho lang kio o-to, to-si toe
i siu té-p6a® p6-ho-hui é si ho lang ho--é. Ka-chai o-t6 kia" bo kq, t6 khi cho-peng--a.

U lang kong cho-peng, ho-kia® pian phai®-kia®, phai-kia® & pian ho. Pidu-si kun-tiong ho-bai-lang
€ to'lai to khi. Kheng-tong cho-peng au, sui-jian 16-moda-khui tai tidu--leh, 16-moda-lang é gi-khi ka chng-
kha-lang é tiau-tit, kap lang boe-bai cho tui. Chhut tiong-sim liau-au, h6-tn pun-hoat ti kun-hoat-chhu
cho thoan-léng-peng, chit-jit kau am @ ki-hoe khoa-tioh héng-héng sek-sek & hoan-lang-peng. Chia--é
hoan-lang-peng lai-té, siong ché si to-peng. To-peng pun kui-16 khoan, @ chhu--1i é koan-hé, chhia"
khan-chhiu kap si-téa-lang boe-hah--lah, khan-chhit chau--khi-lah ..... Ko-jin in-s6 @ kia® kan-khg, kia®
chhut-chhau--é, G kap téng-si boe-hah, iau 0 sia" beh ha--chit-chhui, tong boe tidu 1ai chau--é. Cho-peng
chéng suh-tok, kui-chhit chéan chiam-khang bat-bat si--é, Kheéng-tong t6 khoa" kui--a é. Khoa"-tioh
hia--é hoan-lang, cho-lang chit-sut-sut-a chun-giam, ke-tat to bo, lian in ka-ti to cha-pok cha-khi. Bat @
chit-é kio A-pun-a é to6-peng, chau liau chau, lui-chek héng-ki si-ni, ho lang ah khi chhit®-siu pang-khiah
hai-hoa®. Kheéng-tong khoa" i put-si hah-hi, kho-léng bat chiah tok-phin, ka sin-thé phah-phai®. Tak-jit
t1 hai--nih cho-kang, ka-ti keng-thé ka-ti: "Khoa" & ho hai-éng koah-koah--khi-bo, si-si tiau siong-ho!”
Chit-é khoa" ché thia® ché, chin ka-chai b6 an-té, phai®-16 idu-si m-thang kia", bo, chit-si-lang & khi
khioh-kak--khi. Tithe-ngé au t6 bd koh khi chhoe tang-mig lau-t6a. Ka-ti chhoe khi-chhu kang-té cho
soa”-kang. Khéng-tong ta" chng-a khi-sin, khang-khoe ho lang chin o-16. Sia" boe kau Tai-pak kong
toa, toa; kong se, se, ti kang-té bu-i-tiong lai thg-tioh in tang-mng lau-toa. O, ai kai kio Chia-tang, in-ai
i-keng si éng-cho-chhiu® é tang-su-tia"--loh. Chia-tang khoa® Kheng-tong cho soa”-kang m-si ku-tiig,
kong beh an-téng t6 ai chai-giah, khoa® ti i-chéng hia"-ti cho-hde kdm-chéng, tian-oe kha--leh, soa™-kang
pian chai-giah, ka Kheéng-tong in jip-lai hian-chhu-si chit-keng kian-siat kong-si.

Kheéng-tong siong-pan lidu-au, chin pia-si ma chin sid pun-htn. Bé-pan khiam 4, ti ji-chap-peh-
hoe hit-ni hde-hiong, chhoa kang-chng & A-hiong 1ai Tai-pak, hit-chiin A-hiong chiah chap-peh-hoe nia.
Au--1ai kong-si put-si hoat-seng kang-liau phang-ki®, hiAm-gi o lai-chhat. Keng-koe an-choan tiau-cha,
chha chhut i si Chia-tang siau-kai, Chia-tang é té-ti ma phok chhut--1ai. Khéng-tong chhit-tho si é goa-
ho o-t6 toe hian-hian--chhut-lai, ki-sit kap Chia-tang cha bo 6ng-lai. Chia-tang té-ti phok-16 lidu-au,
0-14" Kheng-tong hoat-kak in, chhit-thé hong-hoat 16ng b6-kang. Chin-chéng chhit-tho pin ta"-khui,
khuan-thau, kha-chhid.... Chit-ma t-lidu gan-kong, chhit-o6an, ke-bé i-goa, 1 hap-hoat am-hd hui-hoat.
Kang-khoan ai chi®, p6-so ché, ma ke chin iu-sit. Kheéng-tong sui-jidn G chit-é jin-bat, kho-sioh siu® ban,
ma bod-kau thiat-té. Kau u chit-kang, Chia-tang ho lang pong-tiau, kong-si to bo jip-kho é kang-liau &
khi phang-ki"? Khéng-tong soah ho-li h6-td ho lang liah khi koai™

Sa-au cheng-sit lai-sin thong goa-kui m-si i, i put-ko si chit-é sio-chut-a, the-si-kui nia. Tai-chi
ma m-si i s6 chai phang-ki* kang-liau hiah tan-stin. Khan-lian kong-si lai-té géan-kang, kap o-sia-hoe
kak-thau chiéng-chiéong kim-chi” li-ek kau-kiat. Khéng-tong koai" ti lai-té, tak-hang m-chai. Kau pang-
-chhut-lai, kong-si na-chhit” toa-té-tang--leh, koai®--é koai®, si--& si. Kheng-tong ai-tioh in A-hiong,

kong-si na leh kong-si--leh, b6 kin chhoa tng-lai chhu--li, chhia-hoda-seng ti-tiau khah iau-kin. Géan-lai
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té-té peh-ko-goa-goeh, in A-hiong, chhu m-toa, kid" m-chhoa, ko khi li-sia than! Chhui kéng cho lu-
tiong, sia"-lang (siang) chai pi® sia®-bang? Kheng-tong khi-chhoah-chhoah khi li-sia thau-mig chang-
-leh ka khiu tng--1ai: "Kio li khi ka lang sé-chhia, li phian-phian ai khi li-sia, phoe leh chia® si--b6?”
Chhui kong boe soah, chhut-chhiu to ka ho--loh-khi. 1a bo sia" A-hiong i than-chhi chit-ke, 16-pi® sé-
chhia, than nah G-kau chiah? Siong-chhia®, ti li-sia cho khang-khoe boe koa® boe joah, 16-pi* sé-chhia
kui seng-khu tam-lok-lok, siti®-leh-leh koh léng-ki-ki, lidn kui-tin sé-chhia-pho6a® to kéng, pin A-hiong
hit-pan--¢, m-bian than chiah-ni-a kan-kho-chi®--lah. Kui-boe lian i ka-ti to hiam uai-khut. Khi ti li-sia
pia"-sau si, sa”-ko nng-ko, ko loh-khi than--lah. Khéng-tong chhut-gak, ng-bang A-hiong gin-a ko ho ho,
m-koh, A-hiong put-si thau chhu--chhut-khi, Gi-tioh 4n-ne, ang-bé si-siong oan-ke. Kheéng-tong chit-é
khi--khi-1ai, m-si kiin-thau-bu khian--loh-khi, to-si sau-chhia-pe™ ham--1oh-khi, cha-po-lang chhiu-thau
tang, A-hiong put-si ho but kah o-chhe”, chit-pai hiam-hidm-a kha-kut ho kong-ting, bin-siong ma chha

chit-tidm-a ho siau kah phoa-situ®--khi. Boe-kham lih oan kui-pai, A-hiong cho i soan-chau--lah.

”U lang to-si ai chhia-hoa, chiah é tii-loh ian-hoa.” Siti-tin chit-khau jin-téng: "Chiah ji-chap-ji-hoe
nia, ho lang lang--leh, hoan-chian toe lang kia"--lah.” Kheéng-tong jin-i kha-chhng-au it-téng G lang
sai-long, ah bo, in A-hiong boe chau kah b6 khoa®-ki® lang. Chha chéng chha au, chha chhut A-hiong oh
é-hidu poah-kiau, iau khiam lang chi®, koh boe sé-tiau--leh! Siong-chhid® poah-tioh kui-mé kui-jit, ho
Khéng-tong chin tam-sim. Kidu-tii® Kheéng-tong bat ko--tioh, ché--tioh kui-kang, tak-hang lang hong-
thai pian-pian. Lim--é, chiah--é, sng--¢, ..., tak-hang to éng-hu--li. Chi-iau kho li ché leh poah, mai
peh--khi-1ai to ho. Kheng-tong siong kia" in A-hoing boe-hiau sit”, m-bat khin-tang, thé-sin hit-bi--é na
gong-gong khi ho lang chhi--chit-chhui-4, he, he t6 lian-hoe--1oh!

Sui-jidn chin pia®-si chhoe, chang b6 chéng-kia™-jin, na bo-thau kong-an--leh. A-hiong chi an-ne
bo-siau bo-sit. Kong-si é tian-oe kap chhu--1i é chi-chi i eng-kai iau é ki--tit, chi-iau chit-thong tian-
oe iah chit-tiu® phoe, m-koéan thi"-pi® hai-kak, Kheng-tong long € chhoa i tng--1ai, ng-bang chit-kang,
tan-tioh in A-hiong hée-sim tng-i, hap-ke théan-i"--lah.
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Kau it-kit-pat-ji-ni, Khéng-tong pé-a-kia®, é-sai tong-cho kang-chng--1i é lang--loh. A-hoe chit A-béng

n»

koe-sin liau-au, bo-ai 6a in A-chiong chiah, ka-ti beh than-chhi "hé-pau-kia™”, kong ho-pau-teé toa-pak pi
chhin-se”-kia" khah hé ng. Siong-chhia® A-nai i-keng kok-hau si-ni, iti-thng toan-lian kau long é-hiau,
ho A-hoe ke chiok chheng-sim. Lian kam-a-tiam hit-péng lang-kheh, chio-ho, ni hoe, sng-siau tak-hang
€. Kam-chéng jit-chhim, A-eng ma thia" chin loh-sim. Chhai-ke-a chhun thau chhun bée, hi--lah, bah-
-lah, chhai--lah, put-si khéng-khéng--leh, kio théh-theh tng-khi chu, na kang ke-hoe--leh. Ti A-eng si
cho & kau b6 chha kau toh, m-koh jit kq, pi®--a é lang éng-oe tit-tit chau--chhut-lai. Thau--4 A-eng péng
b6 khng ti sim-lai, na mai Ko Béng-ki kong chit-koéa put-sam put-su é chitu-oe, tiau-i-ko khoe A-eng, koh
kha 1ai chhiu 1ai, chioh chiu té"-siau, chéan bd thé-thong. Tau-té i kap Khéng-tong si kong G oe, kan-
ta® ai kap i cho-hoe khai-kang nia, iah-si na Béng-ki kong--é, "B6-ang kap-tioh bo-bo--é, li chai-chai,
goa--chai chai, bidn kong--a-lah!” Sit-chai oan-6ng oan-tak, lian Khéng-tong é chéng-thau-a to m-bat

khap--tioh, Béng-ki kong he e sit-chai khi si lang!

Hit-ni tang-boe, A-eng chhai-ke-4, kdm-a-tiam bo-éng jip-chhut-hoe au, t6-si chhdéan boe-gé--loh.
E-chhit® si toa-kheh-hd, A-eng khéan nig-siu® ték-kip chheng-chia kap lak-t4® khi-chui, kio Béng-ki
tang-ché chai khi cho kong-koan, stin-soa chiah boe-gé. Chiah soah, A-eng khoa" Béng-ki teh bang, t6
chhia s4i--leh chai Béng-ki thg--khi. "A-eng-chi--a,” M-chai Béng-ki chin bang iah-si ké chui, kui-é-lang
soah un-t6 A-eng chit-péng--koe-lai: "A...A-eng-chi, gban...gbéan chin ai kap 1i cho-hoe ne” A-eng ka
chhiau ho chia®, i st t6-to--koe-lai. A-eng lian sak niig-pai, i soah phéng-6a lai keng-kah-thau: "B6-ia”
cha-po-lang chhun Khéng-téng nia, A-eng-chi--a, gban bd su i...ne” "Li kong sia"?” "Kap Kheéng-tong to
hiah @ 6e kong, kap goan thai td kong bo 6e--leh?..... A-eng, gdban ma chin ai kap li siong-hé--a”” Oe kong
boe soah, chhit st soan 1ai keh-lang-kha.... "Chiong lin A-eng-a-chi tong-cho sia®!” A-eng chia®-chhiu
hoéan ho to koe, chia®-tiong kiat tii Béng-ki phi®-thau, hiéng-hidong thia" aih-ioh chit-sia”, Béng-ki chhia
kiu tng-1ai tui phi® am--leh: ”Li... li bian hiau-pai-lé-tau, bo-ang kap-tioh bo-b6--é, na chha in toh-hoe,

he ah-sai kéng! TAu m-si cho boe kong--li é tai-chi” Ju kéng soah ju tda-sia®; ”A, li oan-na G-hoe--a,
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boe--chhut-lai, ka-chai kam-a-tiam kau--a, cho i chhia théng--leh jip--khi.

"Bo-ia" bo-jiah é tai-chi, kong kah hiah phai®-thia"!” A-eng sit-chai G-kau khi, "Chiong géa A-eng
khoa" cho sia"-khoan lang?” Chin-chéng Sin-thiam koe-sin ban-pan ai-thong tiong, chhia® sim toe i khi
kang-khoan, A-eng i gia boe khi kam-chéng é pho-long. Hit-chin keh-piah-chng chit-é se” Iap khui
pah-hoe é thau-ke, b6 si beh chhoe lang thang ko-tiam. Tham-thia® tioh A-eng gau hoa"-tiam, to iang
mi-lang 1ai thé-chhin. *Tidu-kia" boe-bai,” Siu-tin tiau-ti-kang ti A-eng bin-chéng kong hd A-hoe thia™
”M-na seng koe chit-tong lau-a-chhu ho i, kui-ke-hoe chhiu-thdu ma 16ng beh ho i hoa®” A-eng tiam pi®-
-a thia®--leh, oat--leh cho i jip-khi lai-té. Sit-chai sim na si--khi kang-khdan, bo sia” beh chai ke. Hit-toa"
si-kan i chiah tauh-tauh-4a thé-hoe chhut, cha-bé gin-a chhai-chi-mia, chit-ku 6e é ham-i. Aih, ban-pan
long si mia, poa”-tiam put it lang! Hit-chtn in ta-ke-koa® & chhoa choéan-ke-hoe khi Pat-koa-soa™ toa-
put chhit-tho, géan-1ai G in é iong-i. A-eng chiah teh ki-koai, chhit-tho lidu, h6-hé m kia" loh-soa”, soah
tian-to pha chit toa-lian, oat tui chap-peh-té-gak loh--1ai, gdan-lai si tiau-ti-kang beh oat lai chiat-hau-
si. "Lan cha-bo-lang siong-chham si ang--si, kia"--khi,” Tak-é lau chit-lian lidu, oat chhut-lai téng goa,
Sit-tin khin-sia® tui A-eng kong: “Oe kong to-thg--1ai, sé-kan chi®-khoeh chhia® lan 4n-ne phai®-mia--é.
A-eng, li na beh chai ke, goéan bo beh tong--1i” Khoa" A-eng it-tit hai®-thau, Lan m-bian oh chin-chiat-
ma an-ne, kd-cha-lang chua id in é sia"-hoat kap cho-hoat, chéng--si Sin-thiam koe-sin péng m-si se-kai
boat-jit....” "Gban beh chhia®-kia" tda-han--lah, gban bd beh koh chai ké--lah.” "M-kéan 4n-chéa®, A-eng-
-a,” Thia® A-eng in-6e, Siu-tin ke chin hong-sim: ”Li l6ng s1 géan é ho sin-pt, hé cha-bo-kia®” Kong-tioh
ho sin-pt, A-eng chin chai “chhu-tau” tioh-ai ko ho ho. Chhu-tau téng G ta-ke-koa® ha @ hau-se" cha-
bo-kia™. Ia-ki Sin-thiam koe-sin, kui chhu-tau é ta"-thau 16ng teh ti sin-siong. Chhu-tau si tak-é é sia, na
chai ke, chit-é sit & pian-cho an-choéa®, A-eng lian sia" to m-ka" sin”. Chhu-tau pi lan lang khah iau-kin,
lan ai ka ko ho tidu, ko ho ho, che si hé sé™-mia tioh cho kah kau é tai-chi.

Na kong pun-chia® khoa® boé khi Kheng-tong, kau boe--a é kai-pian thai-to, hoan-se-a t6-s1 Kheng-
tong ko-ke, thia®-kia", kap A-eng ko chhu-tau é koan-liam chin hah. Ah na koéng in € hiah sék, siong-ti,
iau-si nng-lang chiap cho-hoe é koan-hé. Che long si hit-té lam-chhéan kai chhai-hfig-4 in-khi. A-tian
thé-gi, beh chiang-ak chhai-gdan, té to 0--a, put-ji ka-ti chéng-chhai, li-stin ma khah ché. Tan chhai-ké
khui--loh-khi, péng-th¢ ia-chi, ti-chhau loh-pui, ak-chti pha-ioh, ban-chhai sé-chhai... Oa, long tioh
kang, ”M-chai hiah bo-éng,” A-tian ju cho ju sian, sia" beh kiu-kha. A-eng khoa"-khoa" m-si pan-hoat,
thau-mng kah ah sé--loh-khi, chi-h6 iang Khéng-tong tau-sa®-kang. Kheng-téng chin & kau tiang--1i,
am-thau-a chéng-li chhai-hng-4, soa--loh ban-chhai sé-chhai, thau-cha sang lai chhai-ke-4, kui-boée kui
chhai-hig-4 khang-khoe long i bau--khi. Sui-jidn sng-sng--leh bo khah tiong, @ Kheng-tong khang-khoe
tha"-tiau--leh, éng chhai-ke-a é li-pian, h A-eng ke chin bian chhau-hdan. A-eng ma si-kid" hong-hun
khi hiig-a san-pd, sin-soa khoa" keh thi"-kng & chhai-sek.

Chu sé-han jit-si ko-tiam, am-si thak-chheh. Ké Sin-thiam lidu, b6-éng teh than-chi®, ning-ang-bd
ia m-bat sio-chhoa san-pg, chng-kha chhan-hfg kéng-sek, kau sa®-chap goa hoe chiah khi thé-hoe tioh

i sui é chit-bin. Ta-liau chheng-hong chhoe bdéan-hé, lau-chui phoa® chiau-sia®, hoan-se-a A-eng ai lau
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Kheng-tong kong chit-koa té-hng é hong-but, ho i gan, hi" toa-khui. Ki-sit Khéng-tong péng bé chhui
sui, put-si s miig--¢ lang teh kong, in--é lang chiah chhap chit-nag-ku. Chhia® chit-pai A-eng mng: "Li
bat khi Ték-hoa-ke--b6?” "Bat khi--koe.” ”S1 lan Tai-6an lam-pak-hoe & chong-kin-thau ne,” Kéng kah
kam-a-tiam-hoe, A-eng cheng-sin t6 lai: "M-na soa”-san hai-san, ma si chin-khau-hoe é toa-pda™” Na
lian-chu-phau, soa--loh-khi it-tit kong: "Goa chin-chéng khi, 6a! Lian hi-chiin-a tai-liok-hoe to kui-
chhu-keng, beh tih sia” t6 0 sia®” Tut-jian sia” khi ho-chhio é tai-chi: "Ma @ po-chhi-ke ne. Hit-chin
gba toa-pak-t6 phai® Eng-siong, khoa®-tioh po-chhi t6 oat jip-khi lau-lau--leh, thai chai-ia" lau tidm-goa-
cheng chhut--1ai, su-pah-lu phang-ki*--a...” ”
hoe ne!” A-eng thé chit-é chih: "Tang-si-a ho kéng-chhat thoa khi p6-kéan, chit-tau b6 phang-ki® khah
ka-chai. Tai-pak oh théng-chhia, kui-ki koh ché, i-au géan t6 bo-ai khi--a.....” A-eng sit” kong na chin
beh khi, hiig-16 ma tioh A-thiam sai-chhia. Sia® khi A-thiam...., 6e kau na-au-thau, ngé ka thun--loh.

Hoe-but-4 to 0 lang thau sai--khi-oh?” "Tau 0 kui-chhia é

Ki-sit nng-lang sa®-hoe nhg-hoe, lan-bian & hoe tui in ka-ti ang-bd khi. ”Stn kau-hoa™ it-tit khi,
thang t6a-16 pian-thau chui-chhiang hia,” A-eng siap chhut tui in Sin-thiam é chhim-chéng: Gdan A-
thiam kio goéa ke--i, khoa™ i kui-bin ang-ki-ki, kong-tioh 6e kiu-kiu-lun-lun, kia® gdéa m-khéng ne..... Géa
thai € m-khéng--leh, i lang siong sit-chai, t6-s1 boe-tang pde goan chit-si-lang....” Siong-kam é 6e put-si
€ lau--chhut-lai. Kang-khoan Khéng-tdong ma put-si siap chhut tui in A-hiong é su-liam. Ti b6-i-tiong,
Kheéng-tong thau-16, i tak-hang to gdan-liong in A-hiong, ng-bang in A-hiong ma é-tang khoan-liong i
& chhong-pong, hoe-sim tng-i, kin to-tng--lai. Goéan-lai in A-hiong & khi ho but hiah thiam, si chiong
kui-16 ni beh bé chhu khiam & chi® poah-poah hui-hui--tiau. "Na sin-hin ho mé-sin-a liah--khi-leh, pho-
a-té chap-peh-ban, kap nng-khau 6ah-hoe long pio khi poah-tiau!” Hit-chtn é-kang cho-kang-a-lang
beh tiam Tai-pak bé chh, si bd hoat-td é tai-chi. M-koh, Sa*-téng-po kong-u chiah g6, lak-chap-ban,
thai é chai-ia" sia" beh khi koe-tia®, phai®-un khi ho lang liah khi koai"......, kui-boe chi® bd, bé koh
chau--khi. Kheng-tong put-si 0an-than, si an-chda” thi"-kong-peh--a € tui i &n-ne. I m-sin A-hiong hiah

choat-chéng, bun-té si A-hiong thai long b6 phoe b6 blin, bo siau b6 sit--leh.....

Béng-ki cht hit-pai sit-thai, ki"-tioh A-eng phai®-sé phai"-se. A-eng jin-li chiti-au kek-khong, tong-
cho na bd hoat-seng--leh, 1ai hoa-kai Béng-ki é put-an. M-koh, A-eng hoéng-hun ai khi hfig-4 lau-lau--
leh, soah hé in Eng-sidng ke 6e. It-kit-pat-sam-ni chhun, Eng-siéng chha beh chham-ka Tai-tiong-khu
ko-tiong lian-kho. A-eng thia® in to-su kong, i sit-lek tai-khai ti ji, sa"-kham chi-godan, na kh6 Chiang-
hoa-khu, Chiang-tiong idu @ bang. "Lang A-gim t6 beh kho Tai-tiong, goa to boe-eng--tit?” Eng-sidng
toa-sia® khong-gi: "I s1iA® gba joa ché?” A-gim si Jit-seng é 6a"-thiap-tda, Tan Eng-chin é ban-4-kia®,
lang l6ng kio i-su-juh, Tan li-st go-chap-hoe se™--¢, kui-ke-hée-4 sioh kah na mia. M-koh, A-eng idu-si
m-khéng, Tai-tiong tioh poa-chhia, put pi Chiang-hoa hong-pian. Siong-chhia® Tai-tiong na kho boe
tioh li-siong hak-hau, put-j thak chai-te. Eng-siong khoa” in bi--a m-khéng, chéan kit a-kong, a-ma,
Jit-seng sui-jian thia® sun, idu-si chun-tiong in bt--a é koat-téng. chii 4n-ne lidu, Eng-siong thak-chheh
to pang-sang, theé-po chin ché. A-eng chit-é mng--leh, in kong to beh kho Chiang-hoa nia, ah-sai siu®
pia®, jia A-eng siong-sim koh the i hoan-16. Chit-jit, chheng-béng koe lidu jit-thau @ khah thg, A-eng
khah 0a® chu-am, Eng-siong boe-hu chiah t6 beh khi pé-sip, A-eng kin piig chha bah-si chham niig
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seng ho chiah, chhii-6an-4-thng to chiah leh kin, Eng-sidng piig pe bd kdi chhui: "M-si chheng-béng
khi kui-chéa, iah-si chha a-pa ai chiah--é...," Sui-jion Eng-siéng kui-chhui pfig na po na kéng, A-eng
thia® kah chin chheng-chhé. "Kan-ta® chiu tiam chhai-hfig-a..., li kam 6-ia" ai a-pa? Li léng phian--é!”
Hiong-hiong 6a"-ti toa-é khng--loh-khi: "Choan hau-siau--é!” Chheh-phai®-a phai"--leh, png ia m-chiah,
oat--leh cho i chau--chhut-khi.

A-eng chhit phang 6a"-kong, ti beh khat 6an-4-thng, khoa® in Eng-siong piig-6a® phia®--leh chong-
-chhut-khi, kui-é-lang soah nga ti hia. M-chai joa ku, chhui-chih chig-tioh chhui-phoe lin--16h-14i é bak-
sai, chiah hoe-hun--koe-lai. Lun boe-tiau hit niig-kang na teh loh-ho, tit-tit siak--loh-1ai. Kong i bo-ai
in a-pa? Gin-a-lang bat chit-é si4®! A-eng chin sia® beh tng-bin chit-mfig Eng-siéng, chai-i4" chit kui ni
a-bt 4n-chéa™ koe--&? M-si am t1 mi-chioh-phoe-té bih teh khau, bd to dan mia-tin chok-long, chheh in
a-pa ka pang--leh.... Chong--si Gi-tioh ta-ke-koa", gin-a-phi, i kam-goan hi-seng ka-ti 1ai chhia®-ke.....
Lang kong chit-koa tioh bak-sai chiin piig thun, 1ai chhia™kia" toa-han. Eng-siéng thai hiah boe-hiau
sit"--leh, & m-chai i khah an-choéa® sia" in a-pa, iau m-si mi-phoe kah m-chai sio, sim boe chheng, boe

chéng, chhia boe loh-bin....?

A-eng oan-na hi"-hong-4 thia™-tioh chit-kéa éng-oe, i chin khi Eng-sidng lian he "p6-chih-6e” to &
jip-hi%, tui a-bu to €& go-kai! Ia m-sia” a-bu sui-jian chida-koda, ia-si sit kau-iok é lang. Chheh thak jip
hi", bak-chui lim @ loh-pak. "Na m-si ai ko kam-a-tiam,” Jit-seng si-siong an-ne ka o-16: "Sit-chai tioh
chai-poe..” A-eng cht-jin chheh thak @ ti-a lai. Hit-chtn kui-tin hak-seng pai-liat thong-hak, kia"-jip
Pat-koa-soa® pai-lau, m-si bo lang khi chu-i tioh piah-kak-a chiat-hau-si, sit-chai si m-chai ai an-choa”
ka téng-ui. Si Gi-tai é théan-thong? Lu-séng é kong-hui? Lék-su é pi-kiok? Iah-si si-tai é chhio-6e?
Jin-seng é......? Kong khi chhio-oe, A-eng sit” khi kui-liat tong-oh pang-oh é si, "Lin chai in am-si khun
boe khi, &n-chda” thoa-bda si-kan--b6?” Sidok-bi--a to bat chhio in: “Ia tau-4, khioh tau-a to am--é&” Sii
0 lang in kong: "Thai boe-hiau ia thd-tau, na khioh na chiah khah boe-sian?” "Hioh! Chiah é 1oh-khi,
ah-sai kia® khun boe khi” Kui-tin tong-oh ki-ki-kiak-kiak cht an-ne ha"--koe. Sit" boe kau Sin-thiam
koe-sin, A-eng soah tioh lai bin-tui chit-khoan khun-kéng. I chong boe-eng-tit koai® ti pang-keng-a té,
keh-choat goa-bin é se-kai. I tioh cho seng-li, ai kap lang chih-chiap. Ka-chai ku-ni thak é chheh, bo-
héng-tiong san-seng un-téng chok-iong. "Khek ki hok Ié i jin”, 1an na siu-iéng ka-ti, khek-cheé ka-ti,
bin-tui goa-khau hoa-hoa se-kai, t6 € chai ai an-chdéa® kui-hoan. “Hoat--ho chéng, chi--ho' lé”, kap lang

cho-hoe to @ chin-chat--loh.

Kui-16 pai A-eng sit™ beh chhoe Eng-siong h6-hé6-4 khai-kang--chit-é. Chit hong-bin Eng-siong
beh kho-chhi, kia® i hun-sim; chit hong-bin sit-chai idu sé-han, m-bat jin-chéng se-st, kia® i thia" bo.
Siong-chhia®, Eng-sidng na-chhia® teh sidm-pi i..... Ah bd, A-eng ai in Eng-sidng chai-ia", a-bu cho-st
kong-béng chéng-tai, bian bih-bih chhih-chhih. I na goan-i, i é-éng-tit tda-téa pan-pan koh chai ke,
chhia-chhia-ia"-ia" ho lang sai o-thau-a-chhia, kong-ké phah-16 géng-chhoa--khi. I é-éng-tit an-ne cho
m-cho, @i sid®-mih? Koh i si4"-lang? Ho Eng-sidong ka-ti khi siti™.... Khi-bé, ho-b4i-6e tioh pun chheng-

chho, sin lang béng-u é éng-oe m-thang khin-sin. Mai kong a-bt, lang Khéng-tong @ bé 1 kia®, sui-jian



bé bo ti--leh, lang idu m-si teh tan tng--lai.....

41






12

Te 12 chiu®

Khai-hak lidu-au, A-eng kam-kak s@i-sit hang-hang to b6 stn-li. Eng-sidng sui-jian kho-tidu té it chi-
gdan, séng-chek péng bo-hé. “1 é sit-lék m-na an-ne,;” sia-su-ian tiong, kok-tiong to-su ma kong: “Ai koh
“chhéng-chhiy”, ai koh “chhéng-chhiy”” M-koh, Eng-siong tak-hang tai-chi to bo sia” beh chhap i, b6 to
tho-thoé in-6e--koe-1ai, ho A-eng sim chin héan. A-nai i-keng seng go-ni, tioh thak kui-kang, boe-tang
koh lai tau-sa™kang. Sui-jidn in chi-moai kong hioh-khun é-tang lai, chong--si boe an-sng é tai-chi....
Ki-sit siong ho A-eng chhau-hoan--é idu-si hoe-but-a chhai-chhia chhim jip-lai chng-thau, tai-su-ki tiam
chng lam oat-kak hia chah leh cho seng-li. Tui chai-khi-si peh-tiam-goa pai kau chap-it-tiam, hoe-chhia
4 hi, ti-bah, cheng-se™-a-bah, chhe"-chhai, ta-liau....... Hoe-liong bd ché, m-koh khéan chin chiau.

Théau-a iau bo kam-kak ui-hiap, bée--a chhai-ke-a hoe-té it-tit tin-chek, h A-eng chin thau-thia™.
M-na 4n-ne, chit-tda-chhit® é hée-sit-liau ma hd chhit®--khi. Sui-jidn kidm-chi6 chin-hoe, chhut-hoe
kiam koh-khah ché. Jit-seng khoa" ti gan-lai, an-ui A-eng: “Chit-ki chhau chit-tiam 16, lang khai hiah
ché chi® chéng hoe-but-a-chhia, ma tioh-ai chhoe se®-16” Tui A-tian ang-a-bo i seng-1i ho lang chhia®-
-khi teh oan-to, jin-ii bd pit-iau: “Seng-li m-si teh pia® se®-si. Gdan-pun t6 @ su @ 14", € than é liau.
Tak-é léng-chéng sia" khoa" ai an-choéa® kai-sian to ho...” A-eng sia"-sia"--leh, soah 0-ia" teh liah-kong.

Tai-khai chit kai ni hang-hang sun-lIi, bé hong b6 long, in-pian é ki-kha long se”-sian, tin--khi-a.

*Ta" kang-ti0" kang-lang tit kiam, koh @ chhai-chhia teh chhiu” seng-1i” A-eng kap A-tian ang-a-bd
chham-siong: "Hoe-té n4 lai na liah boe chun, tioh-ai sia" chit-& pan-hoat. Bo, pun é khi ho chiah--khi”
“Kia® hoe-but-a chhai-chhia hit-péng & kiat-chhi ne,” A-tian-s6 chia" tan-sim: "Goéa khoa" lang chhak
sun-a ta” 6a khi bé, ma @ lang chhia kde-chi-a hap cho-hée tau-lau-jiat....” Kah ah si b6 chai-tiau tong
lang cho seng-li,” A-tian khi-chhoah-chhoah: “Beh pia® tak-é 1ai pia® koh.” "Lan kam bd teh pia®?...M-
koh, kan-ta” pia® ma m-si thau-16" Iau-si A-eng nau-kin chheng-chhoé: "Tak-é lai sia" khoa"-mai, G sia"
thau-16--b6?” "Ah b6, chhun thau chhun bde, goa si-ke chhia lai-khi bé koh” "Beh chhia khi toh bé?”
A-tian-s6 b6 ho bak-sek: “Tau m-si kui-tai chhia chhut chhia jip nia, to bo teh chhit-thé koh” "Hoe-té
oan-na ai siau,” A-eng kian-gi: "M-koh &-chhiu ai seng chhoe @, bde-tang si-ké chhia leh hoah lin-long.”
”E-chhit beh toh chhoe?” A-tian chit-pak-hée bo teh thau: “Kah ah 1, ah-sai kin-4-jit tin leh lidn-hoe!”
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“A-eng-chi--a,” A-tian-s6 sit” bo p6: “Lan seng-li si m-si tioh koh sok khah seé--leh?” "Na chin b6 phiat-
p0, khi chiah-tioh lau-pun, bo-chhai chit kui ni lan sin-sin khé-khé teh phah-pia®” A-eng thia™ tak-é hiah
pi-koan, tian-to chhut-sia® an-ui: "B6-14" kong chhai-chhia pai--leh, l1an seng-1i 16ng bian cho--a. Than in
chiah sin kiat-chhi, kin siG" pan-hoat hé soa®--khi, bd, ma ho chhun ko-tai chhai-chhia” "Beh an-choéa®” ka
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phah s06a™?” A-tian chhui kin: U ho-p6 ché tioh-ai iong--a.” "Kam-4-tidm-khau--a chhéng-4-kha, pang ho

lang lai pai-ta®!” A-eng na-chhia" @ tui-chhek: "T@-liau chhai-chhia i-goa, koe-chi, sin-a-ta®, bé sio, bé

A D

liAng--é léng chhid® in koe--14i” "An-ne lan koe-chi bo-ai cho--a?” A-tidn sit-chai b sia"-tioh chit-chiau.
”M-na koée-chi, hoe-té chhun ché--¢, 1an tauh-tauh-a pang ho lang khi cho...”

A-eng kong-tioh tak-hang pang é khui: "Lan mai ho kiat-chhi, kang-tia™ hoe-sit-liau ko ho tidu, soa”-
chui-a ke-kiam é khi chau chit-koéa bé iau-kin--lah” "Na chhun ko-téi chhai-chhia, kheh-mfg é-tang khi
ho kho joa ché, he chai-chai--leh-lah.” A-tian-s6 liah 16e-sim o-16: "M-koh, li kong lidn bé sio, bé liAng--&
long beh hé lang pai-ta®, & khi chhek--tioh A-hoe--b6?” ”Boe--lah, bé A-nai tau-kha-chhia, A-hoe kan-ta®
cho tiong-tau nia, chai-khi-si bo-chha--lah.” A-eng koh kho tng-lai pun-té: "Lin ang-bé tioh sia” khoa"-
mai--leh, hoe-té khoa"-tioh an-chdéa® siah-tiau, tun siu” ché ma khng bo-16." Khoa" in ang-bé sia" kui-po:
“Lan chng-kha kheh-mfig chia® phai® khong-t6a, Chiang-hoa ia-chhi ta®-thau-a, chi-cho-chhan sin khui
chin cheé, lin si m-si khi chiap-hiap khoa"-mai--leh?” Ka-chai éng-pian lidu idu sng boe-bai, chiong hoe-
but-a chhai-chhia phe® khi seng-li é siong-hai kiam-khin chin ché. M-koh, chéng-ko toa-khdan-kéng
hé A-eng chhau-sim. "Seng-1i phai® cho, kang-lang koh chhia® bd,” é-chhiu® Tiu® kho-tit®”, hian-chhua-si
i-keng seng chhiu"-tiu" put-si hai® kéong: “Chin-chéng kok-tiong pit-giap lai to kui-pan lang, chit-ma
soa™-soa” kui chap lang, bian joa ka chau chhun bé chit-poa”” Tiu" chhia®-tiu® kéng-tioh chia™ bo-nai:
"Chit-koa seng-hak, toa-to-so chau-khi hok-bu-giap.”

A-eng té it pai thia"-tioh hok-bu-giap chit-é mia-st, gdan-lai chhan-thia”, pah-hoe, chhit-tho--é
long si. Chiah ho, chhéng gi®, koh cho-tioh khin-kho, bok-koai kang-titi® teh chhia® bo lang. Sia-hoe
na-chhia” ti teh pian, lang ma ju lai ju pin-toa®”, m-si hiam chho-siap, t6-s1 hoah kan-khé. Khoa®--lai
hang-hang giap-giap 16ng @ chit-pak khé-keng, kai chai 1i 4n-chéa® khek-hok, éng-pian nid. M-koh,
s6-0 & kh-nau, pi boe tioh chiap-tioh Eng-sidng é séng-chek-toa®, hd A-eng koh khi koh tioh-kip: "Té
it hak-ki nng-kho bo kip-keh, si beh an-cho6a® kap lang kho tai-hak?” A-eng tau ho Jit-seng thia™ "Goa
khi mng in lau-su kong sa®-kho to € lok-té--a neh.” Tioh-kip & A-eng, chit hong-bin pai-hong kho-jim
lau-su, chit hong-bin chhéng-kau in téng-o6h, tong-jian, siong iau-kin idu-si ai miig Eng-siong, khoa®
biin-té chhut ti toh: “Kai tong ai p6-sip, lan tioh khi p6-sip”” A-eng hiah koan-sim, Eng-sidng idu-si phi-
phi kek kah bo iau bo kin. Chheh si 1i teh thak, b6 khah pia®--leh, si beh an-chéa® chhut-thoat? Li kdm
chit-si-lang beh lau tiam chng-kha ko tiam-a? Thak kau ko-tiong--a, oan-na tioh-ai é-hiau sia"--a, i-au
beh séng beh pai, beh h6 beh bai, kai chai li chit-chtin @ leh pia®--bd” Khoa® Eng-siong tiam-tiam, A-eng
khin-sia" an-ui: ”It-si thak bo-ho6 bo iau-kin, siong iau-kin si li @ ke-siok teh koh pia®--bo, chheh ma-ma
bo chai-tiau pang li thak, ki-tha® ai &n-choéa® tau-kha-chhig, cho li kong--1ai...” "Li mai chhap goa, chhap
li ka-ti to ho--lah” Sia™ boe kau thia®-sim 6a” lai chit-khoan é in-oe, té ti A-eng pak-lai é de, cho chit-

khun-a kiong beh pia®-pia®--chhut-lai: "B6--a, géa m-chhap li, sid"-lang beh chhap 1i? Si sia"-lang ka li
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lak-sai lak-jio lak toa-han? Sia"-lang teh kia® 1i kda" kia™ li joah, kia™ li poah kia™ li iau? Li...li &n-ne kong
kam tioh? Tiau-i-ko jia ma-ma sit-khi!” A-eng ju kong ju khi: "Goéa beh lai beh goa, bo-éng chhu--nih, ia
beh bo-éng tiam-khau, li idu koh teh hiam géa chhau-sim? Bo lau-pé-a-kia® thang ka-si, ma bo-ai thia®

ma-ma & oe--lah ho™? Ah ah si liAn ma-ma to bo-ai tih--a?”

Na-chhit” toh chit-tidu thg-a khi khap--tioh, A-eng cho chit-khun kék-tong--khi-1ai: ”"Li kong--a,
hidam ma-ma siu” lo-so, iah-si ma-ma ka li m-tioh--a? Li na-si é-hiau sia" é gin-4, ma the ma-ma sia"
khoa"-mai--leh, gda...gda an-ne cho si it-tioh sia"? Cha lin a-pa koe-sin, goa...goa kam teh joa ho-koe?”
Koéng kau siong-sim € s6-chai, A-eng tian-to ju kian-kiong--khi-lai: "Li m-tioh, tioh ma-ma ka, kang-
khoéan ma-ma m-tioh, lin a-kong, a-ma ma € ka. Li na boe-hiau sit”, 6ng-hui ma-ma é sim, chiah si
jia ma-ma siong-sim.” Na lian-chu-phau-a--leh, oe-té sti tng--koe: “Chhit” ma-ma cho seng-li, tioh kap
ngo-sek-lang chih-chiap. Liah téng-é-chhiu é ko-seng, hap in é ian, kap chhin-chhai-lang na m-si ti tiam-
a, bo to-si toa-tia”, hiig-a teh kau-poe, 0 thi® teh khoa"--leh.” Kéng kau chia soah than chit-khau khui:
"Ma-ma kong é oe li éng-kai thia® 0, m-thang o-péh sia" tang sia" sai, sim kin siu-siu--khi-lai, mai ho
A-gim chhio lan toe boe tioh tin--lah hoh"” A-eng 6e kho chit-lian, chiong sim-lai-oe iah-iah--chhut-lai.
Chui-iau beh ho Eng-siong chai-ia" chheng-thian péh-jit ha, bo hit-é boe ki™-tit lang é tai-chi--lah. Eng-
siong é ko-seng téng in lau-pé, pi-kau noda-séng noa-seng. Keng-koe A-eng kong-kong--leh, séng-chek
tauh-tauh 0 khah chin-p6. A-koan séng-té t6 ke chiok jiat--é, hau-tong koh khut-kiong. Té ji ni, toe in
a-hia" kha-chhng-au beh kho ko-tiong, "Goéan beh kho Tai-tiong-khu, khah ché hak-hau thang kéng.”
Sui-jian in to-su kian-gi i thak ngd-choan, A-koan iau-si beh thak tiong-hak: "Lang A-gim to thak hiah
ho, tian-to a-hia" thak Chiang-hoa toe lang boe tioh.” Chit-é cha-bé gin-a lang, A-eng sit-chai bo-ai ho
khi siu® hig thak-chheh, m-koh, du in A-koan boe koe, chi-hé tap-éng. Boe--a chin-chia® kho liau bo-
ho, pun khi thak su-lip. Thong-hak to bé nag-ko-goeh, hiam thau-cha lak-tiam koéa"-chhia, pda®-chhia
kan-kho, kui-é-a tong-oh chio-chio--leh, soe-chhu tiam hau-go6a thak-chheh.
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Sui-jidn A-eng lidm-mi b6-éng tiam-khau, lidm-mi bo-éng gin-a é tai-chi. Chhau-héan bong chhau-
hoan, jit-chi teh koe, ia bo tdéa pho-long. M-koh, hoan trg-ni sda--l6h-1ai kui-hang tai-chi, ho A-eng
it-seng kam-chéng khi-loh chin toa. It-kiu-pat-ngd-ni, A-eng oan-na si-chap-hoe--a. Sin-chia® ni-thau,
am-thau-a beh koai"-mfg é si, A-nai hiong-hiong chong--lai: "A-i! A-i!” Kio-tioh hiong-kai-kai, ho A-
eng chhoah chit-ti6. Goan-lai Khéng-tong Ko-hiéng tng--1ai, ka-ti koai” ti pang-keng-a lai, chit lim kah
chui-bang-bang. Ti A-eng in-siong tiong, idu m-bat khoa™ Kheéng-tong lim-chia. Thia® A-nai kéng, kin
toe 6a khi khoa™-mai. U-i4® Khéng-tdong mig chhoa®--leh, ka-ti koai® ti pAng-keng-4 té. "Khui-mfg--lah,
0 sid" tai-chi chhut-lai kong-kong--leh, mai ho lang chhau-h6an--lah.” Sui-jian A-eng mng long-tioh chin

kong chin hiong, ti-lidu chit-chtn chit-chin chia-bi chhéng--chhut-lai, idu-si bo-sia® bo-soeh.

”S1 an-choa®--lah, 6ah beh heh" kia"--lang,” A-eng chia" tan-sim Khéng-tong ai sia” tai teh sia" boe
khui: "Li koai" ti lai-té, pang ho lin cha-bg-kia® teh kong kam tioh?” A-eng chhut-chhui sia® beh ka meé,
miig phah nig-&, mé soah pian-cho ha™ "Ho, cho li mai chhut--1ai, goéa kio lang lai kiau-khui” Choe-au
hit-ku 0e na-chhia" hoat-seng chok-iong, bd joa ki mig phah khui. A-eng khoa" Khéng-tong kui-é-lang
a-a-cha-cha, thau-mng soa"-phong-phong, bak-kho ham-ham, m-bat khoa" cha-po-lang boe chhut-sia®,
chhui-kho seng chhoah: "Goéan.....gban A-hiong....géan A-hiong....,” Tut-jian tui bin-chéng A-nai lam-
-leh, 6"-sia™ d"-sia®: “Lin ma-ma...lin ma-ma....si--khi-a-lah” Oe soah sfii hd" chhut-sia®, khia ti pi*--4
& Chhai-giok 6a--chit-¢, toe khau--chhut-lai. Sia" boe kau kui-khau-chau, pé-kia" sa”-lang, jit-si bang,
am-si sitt”, su-su liam-liam A-hiong kin tng--1ai, b6 gi-g6 soah lai tit-tioh koe-sin é siau-sit. Khoa" in kui-
ke-hoe khau meh-meh, A-eng ma toe sim-sng, bak-kho chit-ang. Beh chhut-sia® an-ui, tian-to khau 6a
chham--leh. Pun-chia" beh miig khah siong-se--leh, Khéng-tong kan-ta® kong i jin-si liau--a, si A-hiong
bo téng-ta®, ki-tha to6 bd koh kong--loh-khi-a.

Hit-pai lidu-au, Khéng-tong 16ng m-bat koh thé-khi in A-hiong é tai-chi. Sui-jidn A-eng gi-bun téng-
téng, kui-16 pai sia” beh mng siong-chéng, Kheéng-tong long bé koh thé-khi. Kah ah lang to bé-ai khi
khap-tioh siong-thia®, khok-khok ka lang mng, tian-to jia lang hiam, A-eng t6 bo koh tui-mng. Khé-lian
chit-tui chi-moai-hoe, bang a bang, bang in bu--a4 khoa® é tng--1ai-bo, ng-bang soah séng khang! A-eng
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kam-hoai sin-se, chiong sim pi sim, tui A-nai chi-moéai kéng-ka koan-hoai. Kap Kheng-tong--leh, ma
khan-tin ban-tau, koa-koa-kat-kat, de-sai boe thg! Siu-tin t6 chhim-sia chiah-é éng-oe khun-jiau. Chin-
chéng hong-hong -0 i b6 khng tiam sim-lai, jin-i A-eng boe gong kah khi kap kang-a-lang ko-ko-ti".
M-koh chiéng-chiéng thia®--tioh-é, na-chhit® gin-4 teh sfig--leh, hd i pang boe loh-sim. "Li b khoa™ in
kia" joa 6a,” A-hoe tui A-eng it-ki it-tong siong ho"-ki: "Goéa ka” kong na bo io sio-lam--leh, it-téng chhia
sio-khan--leh” A-hoe bat ti hfig-4 thau khoa" in teh san-pg, sti po ho Siu-tin chai: "A-eng & mia-sia®,
kui-ke-hoe & sé”-mia! M-thang ho chng--nih & lang cho 6e-té heh” A-hoe kap Siu-tin na chi-moai--leh,
tui A-eng kap Kheéng-tong é chit-khang chit-phang, ke chin ti-i kap koan-sim.

Chiau-ko Siu-tin ta-ke, sin-pt é sim ho Siu-tin kam-tong sim nia. “Ti jin ti bin put ti sim, sia"-lang
chai Kheng-tong pak-t6 lai té sia”, i iau koh si chhit-tho-a chhut-sin” A-hoe khng Siu-tin tioh khah se-ji-
-leh: ”Ko6-1 si lang kek--é, Kheng-tong si leh siau-sit® lang, iah-si chai-san? Hoan-se-a long beh tih oh!”
Choe-au hit-ku 6e ho Siu-tin tioh-kia™ “Lan ia m-si bo--é lang, chia® é kham-tit ho phe"--chit-koéa-lah
ho"?” U-ia® A-eng kap Khéng-tong teh i-bu-chi-chhd, sit-chai b khiau. Ki-sit Situ-tin tii Khéng-tong
péng bo séng-kian, tui A-nai chi-moai ma chin thia®-thang. I boe lidau-kai A-eng si toh chit-tiau thg-a khi
phoah--tioh, & kap Khéng-tong kat kah hiah sio-loh. Chi chap-hoe chhoa toa, chiong A-eng tong-cho
ka-ti cha-b6-kia" thia"-sioh, au--lai siu khi-lai cho sin-pa, put-héng Sin-thiam lai koe-sin...... Sui-jidn
mia-té chu-tia®, m-koh na beh ke, i chap-ni chéng tioh-ai ke--a, ah-sai tan kah chit-chan, péh-chiu chap-
goa-ni é koa? Ah ah sina A-hoe ioh--¢, Kheéng-tong bd an ho-sim, G khi-t6--é? A-eng gong-gong khi ho
i & chhau-koa"-sng-hian chheng--tioh? Soah tioh théh chi® teh sian ian-tau!

A-eng in-khi chiéng-chiong hong-hong u-u, Siu-tin tit-tit lin boe tidu, koh m-chai beh an-chéa®
ka A-eng khng-kai, tioh kin tau ho Jit-seng thia®! "Hong-sia® pong-ia"--a, b6-ia" bo ji-jiah é tai-chi, 1i ia
teh sin kah hit-péng khi” Jit-seng thia" Siu-tin kong boe soah to ka pok-tiau: "Io lam--leh ia ho, chhia
khan-chhiu teh chhit-tho ia ho, lan A-eng chiah boe pi* he gin-a-chhut--leh, li bian thia® A-hoe teh hoe”
“Ah b0, iau T sia" toa-lang-chhut? Li kong 1ai thia® khoa"-mai--leh.” Siu-tin kong bo kui ku, ho pok-tiau
chia” put-hok: "Goéa si kia" i...kia" i...hd lang sian-tong--khi” A-eng beh hé lang sian-tong & khi oh? He
chin pia®--leh! Li bd khoa" chit kui ni cho seng-li cheng kah na sia®, li bian chhau-héan--lah” Jit-seng
na-chhia” chia® kam-khai: "Ta"” cha se-han ka liap toa, oat--leh oan-na chia®-siap--a, na mai Sin-thiam
keo3-sin--khi, kin-a-jit A-eng ma boe koe-tit chiah kan-kh¢. Sui-jian simia...., 1an ma bo-ai khoa" i chit-é
bin ng-tng ng-tng. Siong-chhia™ A-eng chai-lai t6 lang-lang ho, lang-lang o-16, kap lang @ kéng @ chhio.
I chin chai sé cho é tai-chi, lan bidn ka khoa-sim--lah.” ”Li kan-ta® é-hiau kia"® bio-si nia, ta™ li chai chit-é
sia”. A-eng ke chiok gau chng li chai--b6? Ke hak kui-16 nia sa” li chai--b6? Bin ke joa chhun--leh li
chai--b6? Si an-choéa” sim-hoe hiah khui....?”

Siu-tin tui Jit-seng thau-khak ka thuh--16h-khi: "Li bé bak-chiu, goa kap 1i teh chhe™-mé--leh. Lau-
-é, m-thang koh te” tiam-tiam--a-lah.” H6 Siu-tin thuh--chit-é, Jit-seng sim kui-po chiah khui-khau: "B6,
li khoa® Kheéng-tong an-chéa"?” "Him iah ho li ia chai!” Siu-tin chhui tang chhui ka in to koe: "Lan t--é
khi thin he bo--é...., kam tioh?” ”0....” Jit-seng 6 khan-tiig chit-sia®, na-chhia" tui chit chit-sia® tiong,
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liah-tioh Siu-tin é sia"-hoat. I chhi-tham-séng mng in lau-phoa™: ”...Géa khoa" Kheng-tong iau sng
pho-sit, A-nai in ma chin koai....” Oe to kéng boe soah, Sit-tin sia”-au i-keng tiau kéan: "Bé--a, A-eng
sim-thau teh boe chai, li soah toe leh lau-hoan-tian!” Soa--loh-khi tui Jit-seng hiah-thau ke thuh--chit-é:
“Khéng-tong in pé-a-kia®, ho-bai si in pé-a-kia" é tai-chi, li m-thang khan-khan tui lan tau 14i” Siu-tin
é sit"-hoat, Jit-seng thia® kah chin chheng-chhé: "Chhia"” Khéng-tong chéng-chhai, Chhai-giok, A-nai

chi-moai tau-kha-chhiu, in than in é kang-chi®, 1an kap in si b6 ti-tai, li m-thang ka goéa o-péh sia" heh!”

Sui-jidn ang-bd hoe kui-po ki, siong bo Jit-seng chin chai lau-bé é sia™-hoat. "Hoan-seé-a bo lan
sii"--é an-ne,” Jit-seng an-ui Siu-tin: "A-eng m-si chhong-pong m-bat se-st é lang--lah.” Siu-tin é koan-
chhat bo chin tioh, ma b6 chha kau toh khi. Kam-chéng é tai-chi, lidn tong-sa-jin A-eng ka-ti to liah boe
tia", mai kong té sa” chia--lah. Hioh-joah koe liau, A-nai thak kok-tiong, hioh-khun si put-si oat lai tau-
kha-chhid. ”A-nai si hok-chhe”, lai tau-kha-chhid, 1an seng-li cho-tioh ke joa sin joa chai--leh.” A-eng
kéng A-nai chi-moai ti-im tak-é than-chi®, put-ji kéng kap A-nai chi-méai chia® G ian, put-si thia®-tioh
a-1, a-1” ho i chia® tah-sim. [0-ki A-nai i-lai é ko-seng, kong-tioh oe sai"-nai-khui, sai*-nai-khui, ta ho
A-eng bu-seéng hoat-hui é khong-kan. Ah na in A-koan oh, sia” tai-chi to 0 ka-ti é chu-kian, b6 thang ho
lang ke kong nng-ku--a. Chit, nig-ni lai soe-chhu Tai-tiong thak-chheh, G tang-si-a lidn hioh-khun to
bo tng--lai. Sui-jian si chhin-se”-kia", chhin bong chhin, iau khah su A-nai @ teh chiap cho-hoée. A-eng
tui A-nai é koan-hoai, bo-héng-tiong hap 6a lidu i kap Khéng-tong é kam-chéng. It-kia-pat-ngd-ni é
Tai-6an chng-kha, ti ta-ke-koa™ ti--1€h, gin-4 thak kau ko-tiong--a, tui chiu-koa kau si-chap-hoe é A-eng
lai kong, péng bd thang ho i joa toa é sia-kau khong-kan. Ia-ki A-eng sng siong-tong li-ti é cha-bd-lang,
lam-1u kdm-chéng beh chhia” siau-lian-ke khi “tian--tioh”, hit-khoéan jiat-phut-phut si oh--loh. Lan-
chin kéng, A-eng kap Kheng-tong é kam-chéng, kap khap-tioh lam-la chi su idu chha hig--leh. Tian-to
seng-khu-pi® é lang, koa t-sek bak-kia®, iong bo séng-sék é lam-1u koan-heé lai khoa®-thai--in, chiah si
hiau-héng. Bo-i-tiong A-eng chiong Kheng-tong kap Sin-thiam pi-kau si, in € kdm-chéng chiah lioh-lioh-
a khi-kia". Chhai-hfg-a ti chhan tiong-ng, chhia sai boe 6a, chit-kang A-eng pii-liau chhia lai pian-thau
chui-chhiang hia, Khéng-tong sun kau-hoa® ta®--jip-khi.

Pian-thau ho A-eng chin chhim é kam-chhiok, 1ai kau chia to sia”-tioh in Sin-thiam ka ki@i-hun hit
chit-ba.... Sia™ i chhui-tin khok-khok-chhoah, chhut-chhui kiu-kiu-lun-lun sit-chai chia® bo-ta®. To-si
kiat-hun liau, A-eng sia"™-4u pi i toa, 6e ma khah ché..... Chong kong pun-seng tiau-tit, bo chhui bo sui,
Kheéng-tong tu kap i kang-khoan!... Bo-tiu® bo-ti ka nag-lang hap cho-hoe pi-phéng..., A-eng thau-khak
stii pht-chhut in nfig-lang é i4". "U-i4" in khang-khoe tiam-tiam-4 cho, gong-thuh gong-thuh chin sio-
kang...” Koh chit-é sia”, "Aih-ioh, gda na ka in nig-lang cho pi-kau? Bo-kang, bo-kang, Kheng-tong ke
joa chhau-lau, nah @ thang chhit® gbéan A-thiam hiah phiau-phiat koh ian-tau.... M-koh, géa thai ai kap
Kheng-tong i cho-tin....?”

A-eng sit” chéng sit" au, soah sa bé chit-ki pe®, "Tau-té gda si it-tioh i toh chit-hang? Iah-si goa A-
eng hoan-chian sim 16an chong? ....Aih, lian lau-chui hoah koe kau-chhau to 16ng soeh chhut géan chhi-

lidang, chhi-lidng é sim-sia™..... Gdan é ai-0an, thai b6 lang thia®-ki"--leh....? Ah! Kam é goéan Sin-thiam
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thia®--tioh, thé-thiap in A-eng--a chhe lai cho-phoa™? Beh lai hun-thoa™ A-eng--a é ut-bun, iu-siong...?
Mai ho A-eng--a chai-se” koe-tioh hiah hong-hia"....? Aih, aih..., géa A-eng si sia" tui toh khi...? Kheng-
tong kadm € koan-sim goéa kap géan chhu-tau? Na-chhit® goa thia"-thang A-nai in kang-khoéan....?” Tng
teh o-péh sia”, ngia-thau khoa® Kheng-tong khang-lang ta” 6a--lai. A-eng hoe-hiin--koe-1ai, tut-jian gin-
a-seng giah--khi-1ai, thiau loh chun-kau..... "Thai poah loh chui-té....?” Khéng-tong chong--1ai, chhun-
chhit t6 beh ka khiu--khi-lai, nah & chai kha-bé khia boe chai, tian-to hd A-eng ban to--koe, kui-é-lang
poah 1oh chui-té. "Beh tam tak-é tam,” Thia" A-eng chhio-hai-hai, tang-si-4 tiau-kang tng--i-é. Sui-jian
chuai bé chhim, chiah kau kha-thau-u. A-eng chhap chui sng kah na gin-a--leh, kui-nia sa” phun kah
tam-lih-lok. “E khi kéa®--tioh,” Khéng-tong khok-khok khng A-eng kin peh--khi-1ai: “Oat--leh oan-na
am--a.” Chit-é Kheng-tong bd beh kap i sng, koh khok-khok kio peh--khi-lai, A-eng chui ja chhap ja
bo-bi, am 1é chit-sia™ "chhé-thau--é!” Ia m-chhap--i, ko ka-ti peh khi-lai hoa™-téng.
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Na kong é chhek-kin kap khiu-khui A-eng, Khéng-tong ning-lang é hun-hun hap-hap, A-koan tu khia
koan-kian é kak-sek. Che sit-chai chin 6-miau, A-eng ma sit” bo, kdm-chéng é pho-tong € sit gin-a hiah
toa é éng-hiong, si m-si kap lan blin-hoa poe-kéng @ koan? Kui-é “chhu-tau” pi lai-bin jin-ho6 séng-6an
khah iau-kin, tioh khah tin-sioh? A-koan chi soe-chhu Tai-tiong thak-chheh, s6-hui ju théh ju siong,
khai-chi” 1ong boe sioh lioh, hd A-eng chin hoan-16. Chit-é thak-chheh cha-bé gin-a, chit-goeh-jit tioh
khai chi@® ban, sit-chai siu® chhia-hoa. Lidim-mi chham-kho-chheh, liim-mi CD. M-si hak-hau tioh kiau-
chi®, t6-si beh kap tdng-oh pan sia"-mih 6ah-tang. Phéng Eng-siong ke chiok gau khai.

Tau ho Jit-seng thia®, Jit-seng kong pi Tén li-st in i-su-juh, ho chiok ché--leh-loh: "A-gim chit-goeh-
jit bd nig-ban-kho bod-kau i6ng” *Thai tioh hiah ché?” A-eng m siong-sin: “Si an-chdéa” khai--é?” “Tau
m-si @ 16 iong b6 16 iong idh-4 bé chit-tda-tui” Eng-chin ang-bé thia-kia®, koh bé-sin p6-idh, khai-chi®
t6 siong--loh. "Lan Eng-sidng, A-koan si m-si tioh p6-p6--leh?” A-eng chia® koan-sim: “Chin-chéng lian
ke-ka, in ia m-chiah” "M-chiah mai bian-kiong, sa®-tng moai piig chiah & loh--khi, bian kia® khi koe-
16 Jit-seng an-ui A-eng bian chhau-sim: ”Li khoa® Eng-siong chiah-pig iong 6a"-kong, tda piah ah-sai
kia"” A-eng thia™tioh phai®-sé: “Soah th-chai i hidm té-pig hui-khi. Siu® sid®-séng--khi-a-lah” “E chiah
si hok,” Jit-seng chiad” chheng-sim: "Khoa" i chiah, pi lan ka-ti khah hé-chiah” A-eng tim-thau piau-si
tong-kam. M-koh, A-koan tiam Tai-tiong seng-6ah khi-ki, chong ho lang kdm-kak boe hong-sim. Sui-
jian Jit-seng kong i 0ah-kioh, khong-kau, péng-ia ché, tong-jian khai-chi® & khah siong, A-eng kan-ta®
kam-kak put-an. Chheh i thak koe-thau, hit-chin thong-hak, ha-kho tng-lai chhu--nih tau-kha-chhiu.
Kui-kui ki-ki, tan-tan stin-stin. B6 chhia® A-koan thak-chheh, ia beh ka® leh chhit-thé.

Goan-pun kong-tioh beh pia® tai-hak, au--lai kong na jit-kan kho boe tioh, ia-kan ma ho. Ju kong ja
b6 chi-khi, séng-chek ma ju 14i ju chha. M-chai teh thak si4® chheh, phéng éng-koe-4 ke chin bo-kang--
loh. A-eng bat khi A-koan soe-chhu sok-sia ka khoa®-mai--leh. Se-se keng-4, toa si-é lang. Chheh-toh-a,
bin-chhiig kheh cho-hée. Mih-kia" tan chit si-ke, sek-lai Gi-seng bai, chéng-ko khoan-kéng ma bo ho.
Lun-chin-kéng, m-si thak-chheh é ho s6-chai. Tong-oh sui-jian ho-chhui, ma chin 6ah-phoat, a-i, a-1 kio
kah chhin-ho-ho, chéng--si ho A-eng kam-kak bo chin-sit, ma chha boe chhut sid”*-mih. A-eng chiong
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A-koan gau khai, na chit-chiah li-bé, h chhau-héan é khé-nau kap Khéng-tong chham-siéong. "B ti
li seng-khu-pi" é koan-hé--lah” Kheng-tong an-ui A-eng: "A-koan hiah khidu, bat-sa, éng-kai boe ho
lang thoa phai® chiah tioh.” Oe sui-jidn 4n-ne kong, kau tai-chi 6a--1i é si-chiin, Khéng-tdng pidu-hian
chhut--lai é koan-sim kap jiat-séng, ho A-eng chhim-chhim kam-sit un-léan.

”Chhu-lai na @ chit-é cha-po-lang tha" tiau, sim ke joa chai, ke joa an--leh!” A-eng chin kam-khai,
gin-a tda-han, sit-chai su-iau tioh lau-pé é kéan-ka. M-na lau-pé é ui-giam, tu-tioh tai-chi tong-ki lip-
toan, boe thoa-thoa soa-soa, he chd ma-ma--é t6 cho boe kau. A-koan jia chhut chit-koa tai-chi, na bo
Kheng-tong kéng-kak-séng koan, beh pian kah an-cho6a® iau chin phai® kéng. Tai-6an ti teh pian, A-eng
cho seng-li ma kam-kak sia-hoe, keng-che khoan-kéng long teh pian-chhian. Béng-ki “thia®-tiu™” bo
cho--a, kong beh khi Thai-kok cho é-a. "’Kang-lang ja lai ju phai® chhia®, bo séa khi hai-goa, b6 chai-tiau
chiap-toa®, ka-téng tai-kang toa”-ke bai, toe but-ke boe tioh, tai-kang é lang ma chié--khi-a” Ki-sit A-eng
é kam-chhiok, iau b6 khoa®-tioh siau-lian gin-a khi khap-tioh hit chit-bin. Chhia® *tian-tong-odan-chi’,
kha-la OK, lok-ia"-toa, té-si-tai, KTV téng sia”-sek gi-lok tauh-tauh-a heng--khi-lai, lidn-tai b6 cheng-
siong é poah-kiau, bé-hoan-ioh téng, ma toe chhim-jip gt-lok tia"-s6, hak-hau. Chit-koéa ba-ti, ho™-ki é
siau-lidn gin-4, soah 1ai lop-l6h i & khut-a! Eng-chin in A-gim t6-si chit-é sit-le. U lang teh kong, "Ai--chi
sek-chiok i hai--chi”. Si 4n-cho6a™ i chit-é lang, tian-to & khi hai-tioh i--ne? Eng-chin ang-4-bé thia™-kia®,
sioh-kia" chit-kia" tai-chi, tu é-tang in-chéng chit-ku oe. Tai-6an-lang chit-hang seng-oah tek-sek, to-si
”chiah ioh btin-hoa”.

Ia-ki t1 chng-kha, seng-0ah khah é-tit koe lidu-au. Mui-jit siG po-choa, tian-si, tian-tai kong-ko
éng-hiong, bé ioh, chiah ioh i-keng si chit-chiong seng-0ah hong-sek. Lo-kh¢ it-seng, sin-thé kam m-
bian pd-pd--leh? Chng-kha chii-cha lia-héng kia ioh-pau-a. Pin na lau-sai, kAm-mg, thau-khak thia®,
si-kia" ioh-pau-a chiah-chiah--leh, bian khoa" i-seng. Ti chit-kh6an koan-liam ha, chit si-ke to sia" li
bé ioh-a. Chhut-mfg iG-lam-chhia lai teh bé, hong-kéng-khu teh bé. Chhut-kok, kong-tioh Tai-6an
chhéi-kang-thoan 1ai--a, bé-ibh-4--é shi kui tda-tin hap-6a--1ai! Lian li-sia to khi ho kia®--tioh. M-chai
ioh-4 & kit--lang, ma & hai--lang. Ioh-4 @ i & chia™-bin chok-iong, ma @ hu-chok-iong. Eng-chin thia® in
i-su-juh hoah thau-khak thia®, bé cheng-sin. Kong-tioh thia"-kia®, pé nau, pé cheng-sin é ioh-a, to bé
chit toa-tui ho chiah. A-gim tuh-ku chheh thak boe 1oh, chin cht-jian ma ka-ti khi chhoe ioh-a. Thia®
tong-oh po--leh to bé, put-ti put-kak ioh-a soah khi chiah tiau--leh. Kho-than Tai-6an chia” ché kim-ioh,
chhia® amphetamine, chho-chho thoéan jip hak-hau, € khi kiat--tioh chin ché iu-siu é gin-a-chai, t6 sia
thé-sin, chhé”-nau, ti-thia® é liAu-hau méa-phian. M-chai an-hui-tha-béng kap ma-hui kang-khoéan, & ti
li é pé”, hoan to tng-lai ma é léng-ti li. Beh tih li é chi®, ai li € mia! Li chi s6-chai, koh sit o0-sia-hoe
kan-ka--chit-é, hak-hau, siau-lidn gin-a é chhut-jip tit"-s6, to liti-héng--khi-1ai-loh.

An-hui-tha-béng siong-hai sin sim é chu-sin, ti mui-thé tauh-tauh-4 théan-po--chhut-1ai é si, A-gim
i-keng chiah tidu--khi-a. Kau chhun b6 sa”™-ko goa goeh t6 beh tai-choan lian-kho, A-gim chheh soah
bo chai-tiau thak--loh-khi. Kin-tiu®, khun boe khi, na khun--khi koh n4 teh siak téa-bin--leh, ju khun ju
thiam. Bin-sek chhong-péh, san kau na chit-ki tek-ko--leh, 175 kong-hun é sin-kéan, chiah 49 kong-kin
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tang nia. Siong khé-lian si Eng-chin ang-bé, kak-chhat--tioh in A-gim chiah an-hui-tha-béng, soah pian
kah liok-sin b-chu. M-chai sang i i-ti, s1 pang-ché gin-4 é siong h6 pan-hoat. Tian-to am-kham--khi-14i,
kia® lang chai-ia", phai®-mia phai"-sia®. Sia" tan lidn-kho lidu, chiah siG" pan-hoat khoa"-mai. Thai chai
an-hui-tha-béng ju chiah ju tang, chhim-hai lan lang cheng-sin, bah-thé ju giam-tiong, ja phai® kai-tig.
Eng-chin ang-bé chit-é thi-th{, A-gim chit-tidu mia, hiAm-hidm-4 khi h& bé-siu--khi! S6-i kong "ai”, ai
tit hoat, thia®-kia" tioh-ai thia® a tih-4 lai, ah bo, si € khi go-tioh gin-a. A-gim suh an é tai-chi, Eng—chin
kham kah chin an, lidn in 6a"-thiap Jit-seng to m-chai.

It-kia-pat-liok-ni khai-hak bo joa ku é chit-é 1é-pai-jit, A-eng am-si kam-a-tiam khéng siau é si,
hoat-kak chit-chheng-kho kiam ninig-tiu®. I & ki-tit siu sa®-tiu”, chha miig A-nai siu nag-tiu®, Siu-tin siu
chit-tiu® b6 m-tioh. Koh mng ta-ke-koa" 16ng bo ni, si sia"-lang théh--é? Kam é goa-chhat? Na goa-chhat
thai b6 chong théh? Ah iah-si A-nai? To cho-hoée hiah ché ni--a....? A-eng moa-pak gi-hiin, siG" chéng
si” au si” boe thong. Chu an-ne lidu, tui kim-chi® siau-bak ke chin si6-sim. Ti chhai-ke-a khang-khoe
siu soah, tau au chiap-chhit kam-a-tiam, chi® t6 seng khéng--chit-pian. Kui-tidu--é siu--khi-lai, lan-san-
-é sng ho, chai lau joa che. An-ne cho, ti lang 1é-pai-jit, hoat-kak kiam chheng-goa-kho si, stii chha sii
chang--tioh, goan-lai si in A-koan théh--&! "Théh chi® 4n-chéa™ bian kong!” A-eng khi in cha-boé-kia®,
pian kah hiah sti-pian. Sia® chai A-koan kian-siau héan sia-khi: "To bo-kau chhia" tong-oh in chiah
gu-pai--leh, ....cho-tin khoa™ tian-ia", siau-ia kam bian khai-chi"?” "Ah tioh-ai joa ché chiah khai a-kau?”
A-eng chin héan-kam: "Gin-a-lang m ho-hoé thak-chheh, kan-ta® sia® beh khai-chi®, 1i chai li chi® khai
joa siong--b6?” “Khai joa siong?” A-koan cho chhat-a khah béng koe lang: "Goan tong-oh chit-pai ni
tioh go, lak-chheng, chhia" li oh!..”

Oe koh na-chhia® tui phi*-khang chhéng--chhut-1ai, A-eng sit-chai boe kham-tit khi: "Chit-goeh-jit
theh-tioh kui-ban-kho, idau hoah bd-kau!” Kui-pak-hoe kiong beh toh--khi-lai: "B6--a, 1i si teh thak-chheh
iah-si teh chhit-tho?” "Thak, thak, thak, chit-jit kau am thak-chheh, kam bian “chhin-song chhin-song”?”
A-koan soah pi in ma-ma khah toa-sia™: "Chhia® A-gim an-ne, tak-am thak kau hoan-tiam, hoah thau-
khak thia® chiah kam-goan si--b6?” A-gim séng-chek pi in Eng-siéng khah hé si sa-sit, Gi-tioh 4n-ne,
A-eng chin hi6-hoée bo ho khi thak Tai-tiong. M-koh, khoa®-tioh A-gim chheh thak kau san-pi-pa, ma-si
m-tat. Chit-ma thia" A-koan an-ne kong, chit-si soah m-chai beh an-chéa” in. It koh khi i gau pian:
”Sit" ma-ma sé-han si, am-si thak-chheh jit-si tioh ko-tiam, nah @ thang chhia” li chit-ma an-ne?” "Ah
b, kui-khi géan mai thak, tng-lai ko-tiam m t6 ho--a?” Ti A-eng si kam-khai in A-koan sin chai hok
tiong m-chai hok, kan-ta” é-hidu sai séng-té, lin boe-tidu sia”-au toa--khi-lai: Chua li thak kau ko-ji,
chhu-lai khang-khoe cho joa ché li ma chai. Iau koh teh kap ma-ma sai-thai, m-chai h6-mia! Ah na beh
chhia” A-nai in &n-ne..” "Bian kong--a-lah, soah m-chai pat-lang é cha-bd-kia® khah h6.” A-koan koh teh
sai kiau-seng: “Cho li khi thia®--in sioh--in h6--lah” ”Li leh kéng sia®? Ma-ma kéng an-ne kam m-tioh?”
“Khap-tioh to liah A-nai in lai pi, géan kam hiah ko li 0an!” A-koan seng-té koh chia® jiat: "Kui-khi goéan
lai oh in ko-tiam, an-ne li G hoa"-hi--b6?” "Mai gin-a sit"--a-lah,” Khoa" A-koan chhi-gia-gia é ko-seng
kiong-kiong beh koh hoat--khi-1ai.
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Choéng--si chin chai ka-ti cha-bd-kia® khut-kiong é ko-seng, i kiong lun tidu, sia® chin-liong pang
16h nAg: “Gin-4-lang chheh thak ho ho khah iau-kin,” Oe chit-é khoa®-khoa™-4 kéng, khau-khi toe tauh-
tauh-a chhé--loh-1ai, idu-sili boe khui soeh-kau: "Kai tong ai iong € chi”, ma-ma it-téng théh ho li, boe-sai
ka-ti o-péh ni. B9, ioh si phang-ki®--leh.....Li kong lin tong-oh, sia"-lang chit-pai ni tioh go, lak-chheng,
si an-choda" khai--€?” "Béng-chu--a, bat 1ai lan tau kong tioh 6e kiat-kiat-kio hit-é Béng-chu--a. In pa-pa,
ma-ma joa thia®--leh, put-si théh chi® kio i chhia® géan chiah td-chan--ne” Chit-é thia® &n-ne kong, A-eng

koh liam--l6h ma ke kong--é-a. Chit-tit" phang-ki® chi® € hong-pho cht an-ne soah--khi.
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Thau ni chi® é tai-chi, A-eng tau ho Jit-seng thia®, Jit-seng kong khai-hak lidu chiah théh ning-chheng-
kho ho--i. ”Thai € khai chiah siong?” Jit-seng chia” m-sin: ”S1 m-si kau ho-giah-lang-kia", soah pian
pha® khai--khi?” M-chai si a-kong thia® sun, tlii A-koan héan-sidng é tai-chi ia b6 ti-i. A-eng thia® in
ta-koa" iau théh chi® ho A-koan, sim-lai sia" chit-é gin-a si teh an-choéa"” khai: "A-pa, i-au m-thang théh
ho--i, siu® gau khai--a-lah” Sui-jian Jit-seng kong-tioh 1éng kau 1éng, hong kau hong, n-ku--é kau tong-
gong, pi téng pi é pi boe liau. Chong--si kap ho-giah-lang-kia® cho-hde, sit-chai bo hit-é se”-mia thang
hiah pha® khai--lah. Khéng-tong khoa™-hoat t6 bo-kang--loh, "Ai chii-i A-koan thak-chheh, kau-it &
chéng-héng, siong tiong-iau ha-kho lidu-au teh chhong sia®” A-koan gau khai, lidan kam-a-tiam é chi®
to ni, ho Kheng-tong kam-kak tai-chi bo tan-stin: "Tioh chha khoa®-mai--leh chiah h6” "Beh an-chéa®
chha?” A-eng chia™ hoan-16: "Li ma the goa sin” khoa"-mai--leh. Ka" m-thang ho lang thoa phai®--khi to
hai--loh”

A-eng tui A-koan ti Tai-tiong é seng-o0ah khi-ki long b6 lidu-kai, chit-ma thia® Khéng-tong kong
gau khai kah é thau ni chi”, kia® pian phai®--khi. T teh sia" kah bo phiat-p6, Kheng-tong kong Chhai-
giok bat thé-khi in tong-oh é a-chi kap A-koan kang-pan, é-sai thau-koe koan-hé lai chha mng A-koan
thak-chheh é chéng-héng. Sia" chai, chit-é mng loh-khi kau teé, A-koan thak-chheh tuh-ku, kau put-sam
put-su é lam-péng-id, am-si tia"-tia" ko sng tian-6an é tai-chi, chit-hang chit-hang lau-siap--chhut-lai.
M-na A-eng, lidn Khéng-tong to khi ho kia® chit-tid, m siong-sin A-koan & pian kah 4n-ne. "Chit-é gin-4
b6 ho-ho-a ka, u-i4" € bai, t-ia" é bai....” Sui-jidn A-eng khi kah lak-lak-chhoah, m-koh, to bo joa ku,
A-eng tau Khegn3-tong kong: ”....Goa to idu-boe khui-chhui ka mé--leh, i t6 kong géa cho ma-ma choan
thia" pat-lang é péh-chhat-oe, sin ka-ti cha-bg-kian boe koe” A-eng it-tit i6-thau: “Jau mé goa toa-kia"
sio-koai, kap cha-po gin-a chhit-tho, sng chit-é tian-6an, na kho-goa oah-tang--leh, @ sia® tai-put-liau!”
Soah na-chhia® liah boe tia": "Kam & lan siu™ kg-pan, toe si-se boe tioh? Ah iah-si ka gin-a sia" tui bai
khi?” Thia® A-eng kong-tioh 6e péng-lai péng-khi.

”An-ne--lah, i ti hak-hau lau-su khi chim-chiok, am-si-4 géa poah-kang lai chha khoa® G-i4" ko

sng--b6?” Kheéng-tong an-ui A-eng: "B0 tia"-tioh lan ka khoa" phian--khi iah b it-téng.” Khéng-tong
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chiam-tui A-koan cho-hoe hia chhit-tho péng-ia tiok-chhit. Thau-a iau ioh si tong-oh--leh, chit-é ka
liau-kai, hin-chu hok-chap, @ t6-hak é hak-seng, 16a-16a-s6 é chhit-thé-gin-a. Chit-tin lang kong si
péng-it, put-ji kéng ai chiah, héng sfg hap 6a--1ai-é. I tian-tong it-lok-tid® Qi tiong-sim, shg-tioh kui-
am m-chai thiam. Che thai si teh thak-chheh, kin-pun si leh chhit-thd! Léng-goa A-koan in lau-su ma
kéng i put-si teh chhéng-ka hioh-khun. "An-ne beh 4n-chéa"? Chit-é gin-4 nah & chiah hong-tong!”
A-eng khi koh kip, m ho toa Tai-tiong, beh ah A-koan poa® tng-lai thong-hak. A-koan si to m poa® tng-
-lai, A-eng chi® tong hé--leh m ho--i, sia” beh pek i tng--1ai. Khéng-tong kin chah--leh, kong tian-to &
khi hai i. U-i4® A-koan chhiang-sia® thg--1ai, kong na bd kia seng-6ah-hui khi, beh khi iti-lok-titi® cho
“siau-mé”.... Tng teh sia" bo, beh an-chéa” choai® A-koan kia" tng-lai chia-1o....

Kheéng-tong koh chha chhut chhit-tho hit-chin, @ sin bé ki-chhia t6 khia jip-khi tng-tiam--é; G thau
khan pat-lang ki-chhia--é; 0 ka hak-seng kha-iti--&; @ suh kiong-lék-ka, chiah bé-hoan-ioh, koh @ bé
ang-tiong, péh-pan--é.... Siong kia®-hia" si ti A-koan chheh-thoah-a hoat-hian tioh nng-liap ioh-6an-4!
Goan-lai A-eng thia" Kheng-tong é Oe, toa s6-hui khi Tai-tiong, sin-soa khng A-koan tng--1ai. Sia"-lang
chai A-koan long b6 khoa"-ki" lang, lidn hak-hau to bo khi, A-eng chi® kheé chheh-thoah-a si chhiau-tioh
hit nhg-liap ioh-a--é. Kui--16 kang 14i, Gi-tioh A-koan, Khéng-tong chhai-hfig-a bo-éng soah, t6 khia ki-
chhia khi Tai-tiong, keh thi"-kng chiah tng--lai. Ming an-choéa® chha--é, chhio-chhio-4 in i chhit-tho-té
chhut-sin, cht-ia in é chhit-th6-4-p6. A-eng bo-i-tiong chhiau-tioh nihg-liap ioh-6an-a, sia”-khi Kheng-
tong chit kui kang teh kong, siau-lidn gin-a chiah bé-hoan-ioh é tai-chi.... Ui-tioh kia® kap Khéng-tong
sio chhut-10, ia b6 tan A-koan, si kin koéa" tng-lai chhai-hfig-a théh ho kam-téng. Kheng-tong chhai ta
khau ho, moh ti kau--nih thoa-chui. Thia® A-eng kéng chhiau-tioh ioh-6an-4, chhai kin thoa-thoa--leh,
moh khi-lai hoa™-téng, ki-chai chui 1am kah kui-nia kho. "Ah! Kau-kia®--a, chit-liap s péh-pan, chit-liap

si p6-che-6an pau an-hui-tha-béng neh”

Khéng-tong lioh--chit-é hoah chin hiéng-kéng: "Chhoan kia™ chhoan tioh!” Chhai khng--loh chhut-
chhiu tui ka-ti au-nau phah--loh-khi: “Kai si--a, ho lang khan khi chiah tok--a-lah,” ”An-ne si beh an-
ch6a®?” A-eng ho hoah-tioh khi tioh-kia™ "I si to m tng--1ai, si beh an-ch6a®?” "Liah ma ai liah tng--1ai,
Khéng-tong kong-tioh cham-teng-chiat-thih: "Bé, ah to ai ah tAg--14i!” "M-koh, m-koh..., he ioh-a4 kam
hiah 1i-hai?” "Li ka sita” kap ma-hui kang-khoan to bd m-tioh. B6 chiah € gian, ju chiah ju si!” Kheng-
tong khoa" A-eng tiam-tiam, ioh si m-chai khin-tang: ”Li sia", Gi-tioh chong chi® teh gian, sia" tai-chi
cho boe--chhut-14i? Thau ni chi®, hau-sidu-6e chit téa-tui..., chhut-thau € ja lai ju ché oh.” Chit-é khoa®
A-eng teh thi-tha, chin thé chhau-sim: "Na b6 kin chhoéa tng-lai kai-tiau, kui-bée kui-é-lang & khioh-
kak--lah.” ”...chhoa si ai kin chhoa--tng-1ai, m-koh A-koan séng-té hiah jiat, ngé ah tng--1ai, ta kap i ti*
boe soah” "Chit si-chtin boe-tang ho hoa"-hi kam-goan--loh. Chit-é chiah tok é lang, i kui-kho-lang long
ho tok-phin khong-che--khi. Chit-jit kau am long si teh chong chi® bé tok teh gian, na khi thg cham, he
pi si to khah kan-khé. Ui-tioh koe-gian, sia™ tai-chi to cho & chhut--1ai! A-eng, li chai--bd? Ui-tioh teh
gian, 1i kio i chhong sia", i long in--li....”

Chu cho-hoe i-lai, A-eng m-bat thia" Khéng-tong kong hiah ché de. Tui in A-koan koh kéng-tioh
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hiah koan-sim, hiah iau-kin, hiah tioh-kip! Ho A-eng sim-thau chiok un-léan. "Goéan-lai goéa to-si ai
Kheéng-tong chit-tiam” A-eng sim-lai sia®. Chit ki ni 14i, i it-tit siG” bo, tau-té i si ai-tich Khéng-tong
sia®? Goan-lai sim-bok-tiong i-ai é ang-sai, koh-khah tioh si gin-4 é h6 au-chek. E koan-sim, idu-kin
gin-a é toa-se-hang tai-chi, é Gi gin-4 é ho-bai lai chau-chong.... Chit-péng é Khéng-tong, khoa" A-eng
long bo chhut-sia®, ioh si soeh-hok-lék bo-kau. "Chiah tok bé ho-boe, m-na hai-tioh ka-ti, ma thoa-boa
kui-ke-hoe” Kheng-tong go-hoe A-eng m-chai tai-chi é khin-tang, it-tit chhian-ian, boe-tang tong-ki-
lip-toan, it koh @ chhui kong kah b6 noa. Tng teh au-nau...., tit-jidn thoat-khau: Goéan A-hiong t6-si
ho tok-phin hai si--é-lah!” Kheéng-tong bo-i-tiong tho chhut 16e-sim é pi-bit, beh am-kham i-keng siu®
ban--loh: ”....Li mai koe-chhui, ma mai hé Chhai-giok in chai--leh hoh®”

A-eng khok-khok tim-thau, sim-lai leh sia", Goan-lai si an-ne, bok-koai i 16ng m-kong....” Goa
loh-khi Ko-hiong jin-si si, khoa"-tioh chhiu-kd, toa-thai chéan chiam-jiah, t6 chai chit-tidu mia khi ho
tok-phin bé-siu--khi. Tok-phin sui-jian ché khoan, € thé-sin, chhé” nau.... Kau li chiah tiau, 6a” li b6
ng i boe-tang koe-jit. Sid®-mih chhin-chia" péng-it, ang-bd, bu-a-kia® long tan pi®--a khi..., kan-ta® ai li
é-tang pia” tok-phin ho teh gian. He gian-thau khi-khi--khi-1ai, pi sia” koh-khah kan-khé! Ti kiau-tia"
to bat khoa"--koe.... Bai t6-s1 gba hit-chtn keng-kak-seng bo-kau, kan-ta® ioh A-hiong héo lang khan khi
sng, khi than, khi poah, ka chhu-lai é chi® hai-hui--tiau..., b6 sia® kau i € khi ho lang chhi tidu.... Géa
hit-chtn kan-ta® é-hidu ka meé, ka but...., ia boe-hiau ka tau-kha-chhiu, ...ah b6, goa...gdéa ma é poe i khi
kai, chong kong si 1ong bo khi sia®--tioh...”

A-eng té it pai kam-sia tioh Kheng-tong kam-chéng é 1ia-16, tang-si-a Khéng-tong ai in A-hiong
chiah chhim..... ?Géa hit-chin sit-kak-chhah, kan-ta® khoa® A-hiong chhu toa-boe-tiau, sa”-kang, nig-
kang oat--leh to soan--chhut-khi, ioh si hoan-chian thau chau khi poah, khi than, thai é chai-ia" chau khi
teh gian. Na beh chai hit-chan tiong-tok idu bd chhim, pang i kai eng-kai kai é--khi-lai....." A-eng tut-jian
chit-chun chit-chun é jiti-chéng bit-1 lau phian chéan-sin. Cha tit-tioh A-hiong koe-sin lidu-au, chit-é
i-lian put-si tiam thau-khak té teh séh, t6-s1 m-chai beh an-chéa® khui-chhui. Siok-gi kong bai-bai-a-ang
khah ia" b6, Khéng-tdng sui-jian chho-hu, bde-hiau piau-tat kdm-chéng...., ”...Na bo kin chhoa tng-lai i,
lai kai, A-eng--a, & chhia” gba sit-khi gdéan A-hiong--neh.” Koan-sim é sia"-soeh ma @ iu-siu é chit-bin,
ho A-eng chin kam-sim. "Goa long thia™ li é Ge, 1i tidoh-ai chhit® lau-pé an-ne tau ka,” A-eng chhek 6a
Kheng-tong é heng-kham: "Chhia" goéa thia"® A-nai in an-ne. Li kong gba G chhiG® ma-ma an-ne sioh
in--bd?” "A-nai in ka-chai @ li leh ka leh sioh...” "Li chai to ho.....Aih, mai kéng gin-a--a-lah....Li.. li...a

ai goa--bd?” M-chai si siu® sé-sai”, iah-si sia™ idn-ko, Khéng-tong kui-é-lang soah nga-nga.

A-eng soah tioh koh kho tng-1ai gin-a hia: "Li ai géa cho A-nai in € ma-ma--bd?” Kheng-tong chhui-
kho chhoah kui-po: ”....G0a....go6a...si" to m-ka" sit"--neh.” Sia" sui s¢, A-eng long thia™ G jip hi". I tiau-
i-ko kong: "Goa thia™ bo, li kong khah toa-sia®--leh.” Kheng-tong ho pek kah kong kui--16 pian. ”Chit-ma
li é-tang sit"--a, ....iah-si li hidm--g6a?” "Bo--lah, bo--lah, ....1i mai hidm goéan chhau-pau t6 ho--loh” A-
eng chhiu tah Khéng-tong heng-kham-a: "Sim-koa"-thau phih-phok-chhai neh, m..., cha-po-lang soah
pi géan khah bo-ta™” "M-koh....m-koh....” A-eng chhit tii Khéng-tong chhui am--leh, i6-thau kio mai



58 CHAPTER 15. TE 15 CHIU"

chhut-sia™..... Thi"-sek i-keng am--loh-lai. Chéng-i khng kui--16 ni, it-tan pok-hoat..... Ah, che kam
m-si ho in-ian--leh? Khoa" boe chheng in nhg-lang, idm jip-khi keh-piah hoan-béh-hiig lai, hap-chau
ai-chéng é gak-chiong--lah.
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A-eng, Kheng-tong siang-siang silian-loh ai-chéng é ti*-khut--loh. Tan A-koan ka chhoa tng-lai kai-tng,
in t6 beh lai ke-chhoa. A-eng chi-jin tui Khéng-tong kap gin-a é ai si bo pun--é, si siang-hu siang-séng-
-é. I chhim-sin Kheéng-tong kang-khoan ai i kap gin-a. Jit-seng chin béng-li, chit-é thia" A-eng kong khi,
sia”-tioh Jit-ki si-tai khoa"-tioh hia a-phi"-hun-kui, chit-é-chhit t6 kak-chhat tioh tai-chi é giam-tiong-
séng: U hit-16 chiah lidu kap a-phi® kang-khoan é mih-kia®? He ah é-tit tit! Pda"™mé-4 ma tioh-ai ka
chhoa tng--lai. ... T6 kong a-kong, a-ma sit” i sin® kah khi phoa-pé”, m sin i boe tng--1ai” A-eng chu
an-ne sai-chhia chai Khéng-tong khi Tai-tiong ka A-koan phian tng-lai chhu--nih. Sia"-sia"--a jio giam
chhut @ chiah an-hui-tha-béng é hoan-éng. A-eng thia" Kheng-tong é oe, toa-i" kai-tng. Sui-jian kong
chin ho-oe, khoa™ A-koan gong-gong-a sai séng-té, bak-hoe kiong beh toh--khi-1ai, chai-ia" iau m-bat
ho-bai. Khéng-tong kong ti-tioh kiu i chit-si-lang, A-koan it-si é oan-chheh, bian khoa chai sim....

Kho than, khah sia" to sia" boe kau A-koan séng-té hiah jiat, poan-geék-seng hiah kidong, cho m-tioh
tai-chi, kia" m-tioh 16 long boe hoan-hoe: "Ka lin ché-ma tong hoan-lang koai®--khi-lai sioh? A-eng
li chin ka thi®-kong chioh-t4"--a heh!” Khi tham-bong si to ka in ma-ma toa-sia” chhoh chhau-chi-bai,
sidu-cha-bd, ai lang kan! I it-téng € ho tak-é phai® khoa®; na bo ka chhoa tng--khi, kui-ke-hoe-a beh ho
chhia-poah-péng! A-eng sit-chai ho A-koan ok-tok & thai-t6 kia"--tioh, na m-si Khéng-tong chah--leh,
hidm-hiam-a soah & ho A-koan phah--khi! Kheéng-tong khng A-eng tioh jim-nai, thia® i-seng é oe, kin
kai-tiau khah iau-kin. Ka-chai bd joa ku, i-seng kong é-éng-tit the-i". A-eng kui-é-lang, i-keng ho bu
kau thiam kah, idu-si b6 thang hioh-chhoéan--chit-é... ’Khoa"--1ai suh an-hui-tha-béng iau bo ku, ioh-but
i-lai-séng iau bo béng-hian. M-koh, sim-li i-ich-séng tioh-ai keé-siok ti-lidu” "I-au & koh khi chiah--b6?”
”M chiah kéng tioh-ai koh 1ai khoa®, keé-siok sim-1i hu-t6....”

I-seng than khau khui: "An-hui-tha-béng ti goa-kok lii-héng, hai si joa ché siau-lidn gin-a--leh,
khoa"--lai lan Tai-6an oan-na chau boe koe chhit. Che si chit-é giam-tiong é sia-hoe bun-té, cho pé-bu
tioh-ai khah @ nai-sim--leh, tAg--khi lidu-au m-thang ka me, cheng-ka ap-1ék” "Ah thak-chheh--leh?” "Ai
koh ke-siok ho thak--a....Na kia® ho chin-chéng suh an hit-tin lang thoa phai®--khi, chéan-hak é-tang

kho-la khoa™mai, ....6a" sin khoan-kéng ia hd.” Chhut-1" au ai chu-i é tai-chi, tng--lai chhu--nih A-eng
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tak-hang to chhoe Kheng-tong chham-siong. Thai é chai ti-tioh an-ne, jia se® hong-pho. Siu-tin chu A-
koan chhoa tng-lai kai-tng, chha-chha nau-nau, sim-koa" thia"-tiuh-tiuh. Chiong gin-a koai® jip pe*-1",
sit-chai siu® koe-hin. Si kong lang chhin lau-bu to cho & 16h-sim, ia bo-ai ke 6e. M-koh, khoa®-tioh A-
eng ia boe-hiau phiah hiam-gi, it-jit kau am Kheéng-tong, Khéng-tong chhe chhut chhe jip, koh kio-tioh
chhin-ho-ho..., "Thia®-tioh € giah ke-bu-phoe.”

Siu-tin tui A-hoe kong: “Ia boe-hidu lau ho lang tham-thia®--chit-&, kin-a-jit gin-a an-ne, iau kap
cha-po-lang teh ti". B6 sia” ko-lam koa-14d, séng sia™-mih thé-thong!” ”In chiah bé leh sin--lin leh,” A-hoe
sun Siu-tin & de-bde: "Hoan-se-a kui-boe € chhoa jip-lai lai-té, si kau ta-ke-koa® na teh ta-ke-koa"--leh!”
A-hoe thiam-ili ka-chho: "Kin-a-jit A-koan € 4n-ne, oan-na si-toa cho tit lai--é, ah 0 chit-é si-chap goa-
-a, iau m jin-han, chhit® gin-a teh khiu-khiu-lak-lak, boe-hiau chai kian-siau.” *T6-s1 m, kong kah géan
hit-kho si-lang, ki-chai in teh sai bak-boe, ia boe ka thok-thau. Aih, ti ho chit-khoan lau-bu, thoa phai®
chit-khoéan kid"!” Khoa" Siu-tin khi kah an-ne, A-hoe kin ka an-ui: "Chhoe chit-é si-kan ka kong-kong-
-leh-lah, ...mai ho boe ki-tit idu @ lin nng-lau to ho--lah” To b6 nhg-kang, Siu-tin tau au khun-chhé”,
thia®-tioh kam-a-tiam teh toa-se-sia®.

Chu A-koan the-1", bu-a-kia" put-si oan-ke. A-eng na chhong sia”, A-koan long tiau-i-ko kéh lang
koai. "An-ne ia m, 4n-ne ia m, li kid ma-ma si beh an-chéa™” A-eng séng-té kiong beh giah--khi-lai.
“Lin to siong gau siat-ke--a, idu koh teh kia™ sia®? Ah na kia®, li é-sai kho lin thg-kang-a 1ai kam-si koh.
Ah, tioh--lah, cho goa é p6-pio ma hd.” Gdéan-lai in koh teh hoe chbéan-hak é tai-chi. A-koan hé in phian
tng-lai kai, cht-jin toa sit bin-chu, s6-u A-eng the i siat-siong--é, it-khai hoan-tui: "B6, mai thak--soah,
ia bo leh joa hi-han--a” A-eng sit-chai ho kek kah ia khi ia siong-sim.

Chit-ma koh keng-thé lang Khéng-tong si tiig-kang-a, chin boe kham-tit khi: "Lin Khéng-a-chek ai
1i chau-chéng, li ia m-si m-chai, beh pat-lang, lang beh chhap--li leh.” Ui goa teh chau-chong? Ka* di li
teh chong--leh. Lin teh tin-tin-tang-tang, ti-ho6 goéa cho lin é ji-a, ho lin koa™ khi koa™ t6.” Chu tng--lai,
A-koan sia" tai to kap i tui-kéh. Na bé Kheng-tong it-chai khng i ai jim-nai, i & khi kah pok-cha. "An-
hui-tha-béng sng-hai, khong-ché lan lang é sim-sin, kap it-poa” phoa-pé" bo-kang. Chit-si si an-choa”
tioh-ai cheng-sin, sin-keng-kho hong-bin é i-seng khoa®. It-poa™ theh ioh-a chiah lidu, iah-si goa-kho
khui-to liau the-1", hioh-khun--chit-é pé” to ho. An-tok tui lan lang m-na bah-thé, iti-ki cheng-sin siong-
hai chiok toa....” Che si Khéng-tong it-chai kio A-eng tioh thun-lun, iong choe-toa ai-sim, nai-sim kap
si-kan, 1ai hoa-kai A-koan chhi-gia-gia é ko-seng.

M-koh, A-eng bd beh in-6e ma boe-éng--tit, A-koan ioh si kong su i--a, soah tek-i--khi-lai: "Seng
kogn2--leh, gbéa bo beh chéan-hak oh, na kia® géa thoa phai®, cho li kio tiig-kang-a toe khah an--leh-lah”
“Chit-ku ia thg-kang-a, nig-ku ia tig-kang-4, lang sui-jian cho-kang-a-lang, ma m-si péh-than--é” A-
eng chin nai-séng kong ho li-kai: “Lang than lau-koa®-chi®, lan ma m-thang khoa™ lang bé...” "oh, an-ne
goa chai--a, bok-koai lau-koa®-chi® phai® than, 6a" cho kau-thau kun-su nng-16-a-chi* khah hé chéan’”
”Li kéng he 6e m-kia® ho lai chim, lin Kheéng-4-chek i li hui joa ché cheng-sin, li thau-khak ma lioh-
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lioh-a sia”--chit-€, kong sia"-mih kau-thau kun-su, sia"-mih nng-16-a-chi®” A-eng kong-6e chin-liong
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loh nng, bo-ai chhi-khek--i. A-koan soah tek-chhun chin-chhioh: "Lin Khéng-a-chek, lin Kheéng-a-chek
kio-tioh hiah sng-kam-ti®, géa khoa® lin kheh-hia® khah chha-put-to--oh” ”Li.. li...li o-p¢h koéng sia"!”
A-eng khi-tioh sia™ &€ chun. A-koan chit-€ jia in ma-ma sia-khi, soah koh-khah tek-i--khi-lai: "Goéa kong
lin na kheh-hia® hoe-ki, sio-tau-6a...” "Piak” Chit-sia®, A-eng chhut-chhiu tui A-koan chhui-phde ka
koat--loh-khi: "Li...li...ma tioh lau chit-é-a khau-tek”

A-koan b6 gi-g6 in ma-ma € ka koat--16h-khi, chhui-phée am leh nga--chit-khun. Tut-jian na khi-
siau--leh, chhut toa-sia® giang: "Béng-béng si kau-lam-1d, ah-sai kia® lang kong! Kan-hu im-ha! Sidu
chian-jin!” Tang chit-ku kdu-lam-1q, sai chit-ku kan-hu im-ha, koh chhap chit-sia® sidu chian-jin. Toa-
sia” bé-au, na khi-siau kang-khoan. Siu-tin tiam lai-té thia® in chit-ku lai chit-ku khi, khoa"-khoa" b6 kin
chhut--1ai boe-éng--tit. A-hoe thia"-tioh toa-sia” giang ma chau 6a--lai. A-koan i-keng sit-khi li-ti, naig-
lang chin b6 idng-1 chiah khng A-koan tiam--khi. A-eng kui-é-lang i-keng ho khi kah lak-lak-chhoah,
kui-bin chhe®-stin-sun. "Ka lin ma-ma hoe m-tioh,” Siu-tin ka-hun A-koan. A-hoe ma toe chhui: “Kin oh,
kin hoe m-tioh” M-koh, A-koan chhtii hmh-hmh, m chhap--in, cho i chéng jip-khi lai-té. ”Aih, chit-é gin-
a,” Siu-tin an-ui in sin-pt: "Mai chhap i--lah, sim--tak-ku-a, i t6 chai m-tioh--lah.....S1 kong séng-té thai
pian kah hiah bai, tui-thai ma-ma na oan-sii-lang--leh.” "Thau-ta chiah hidm-hiadm-a khi hé kia™--tioh,
chit-ma é gin-a ju lai j m-si mih.” A-hoe sim-koa"-thau loah nig-é: "Na-chhia” chiok chheh Kheng-tong
é khoan?” ”Ai i ho, i t6 boe-hiau sia”” Siu-tin hai®-thau: “Kia® cho si g0-hoe khah toa..... A-eng--a, m-si
goa ai kong li, kap Kheng-tong ma lioh-lioh-a phiah hidm-gi--chit-€, m-thang kid" hiah 6a” *T6-si m,
lian A-koan to an-ne kong, ....b6-ia" bo ji-jiah é tai-chi, &€ kong kah hiah phai®-thia®, oan-na ka-ti tioh
kidm-tiam--chit-e”

Siu-tin thia® A-hoe chiap-soa loh-khi, hoat-kak tioh-ai than chit-chtn ka 6e kong chheng-chhé: “A-
eng--a, kong--khi-1ai lan ia m-si bo é lang, ti chng--nih iau sng @ mia-bong. Kap Khéng-tdong chit-khoan
cho-kang-a-lang...., ta® li thia® A-koan chit-ku tiig-kang-a, niig-ku ia thg-kang-4, li éng-kai chai-ia" i kap
lan si thau-ke sin-16, lan chhut té, i chhut kang cheéng-chhai ho lan bé. Chheng-chheng chho-chho, bo
koa bo kat” Khoa" A-eng tiam-tiam, Siu-tin cho kui-khi tit kong tit phah: "Li chong boe gong kah khi

boe khi kap cho-kang-a-lang ko-ko-ti"--lah. Lang kong kéng--a kéng, m-thang khi kéng-tioh bé léng-
géng. A-eng si thau-ke-nill sin-hain, ma tioh-ai tang-sa-tit®, tdéa-lau-pan hit-pan--é chiah é su-phoe, kap
Kheéng-tong he thé-hu-a oh? To bo leh chhio si lang koh. Tioh--bo, A-eng, mai chhap A-koan teh o-péh
kéng”

Chu se-han pun--lang, Jit-seng ang-b¢ si sioh-mia-mia. Ka--é 0, ia m-bat phah--chit-é. A-koan hia”-
moai, sé-han kau ta®, kang-khoan ka--é 4, phah--&€ bo. Tu-chiah koat hit-&, A-eng si kip-no kong sim,
koat lidu au-nau ke siong-sim. Siu-tin kap A-hoe 6a--1ai, thau-a i chit-ku oe to thia™ bo jip hi*. Kan-ta"
ka-ti tui ka-ti kong, "Bak-sai boe-sai lian--1oh-lai, chit-chin lian--loh-lai, géa A-eng to m-si A-eng--loh.”
Tan hoe-htin--koe-1ai, in ta-ke kap A-hoe, chit-é tang-ki, chit-é khia-a, tng-bin phéng-lan i kap Kheéng-
tong khi--1ai. A-eng sit” beh in-6e, hoat-kak chéng-sti boe teh, boe chhut-sia® chhui-kho soah € chun.
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Kui-khi thia” in nig-lang an-chéa” poa"-nda. "Lang sim chah téng phoe, Khéng-tong chit-kho-lang, bo
chai b6 san ka™ nfig-é gin-4. Kam & chai an sia® sim? E siau-sit® li & chi®--bd? ....A-eng--a, chit-kba
siong gam si sia"? Théh ang-sai tin--10h-1ai é chi® sian ian-tau--neh.” "Oat--leh oan-na beh cho ma--a,...”
"Mai koh koéng--a-lah,” A-eng thau-khak moh--leh: "Goéa thau-khak thia® kah, a-i--a, tiam ho--lin, goa

chhut--1ai chit-¢e”

A-eng chhia sai--leh, ki-chai hong-soa chhiang jip thang-4 lai. Chit-liap thau ji-ka-ka, chhia san-16
tit kia", put-ti put-kak, sai lai kau pian-thau chui-chhiang hia. A-eng chhia tong--leh, tut-jian téng-sin
phak tiam hong-hiong-pda®, chi-chi-chhngh-chhngh khau chhut sia®--1ai. "Li khoa" A-koan ka géa chau-
that kah an-ne, kin-a-jit idu m-si Gi-tioh kia® i phah-sng--khi, lang Kheng-tong beh chhap i--b6?” A-eng
ju sia" ju siong-sim: "Li cho 1i si-si--khi, li bd tai-chi--a hoh®, pang goa beh an-chéa®--leh? Chit-é gin-a
chhui é hiah tok, si li ka i kong, kio i kong--é sioh? Li si ai géa sin-chi moh tidu? Iah-si chin-sim leh
ai--g6a? Goa tap-eéng li ka gin-a chhia® toa, chhia® chia®-mih. Khoa®-tioh A-koan an-ne, goéa joa kia"--
leh li kdm chai? A-i kan-ta® bai-dan goa tii A-koan siu® gidm. Géa m-chai an-ne cho tioh--bd? M-koh,

thia®-tioh Khéng-tong in A-hiong an-ne goéa ma kia"....”

Khau-khau--leh, khi thau-thau--leh, A-eng tauh-tauh-a hoe-hok sin-ti: "Li si m-si leh khi goéa kap
Kheng-tong sio i-ai? A-i é ho-1, goa ki-ki chai sim. I sit-chai koan-sim--goa, kia® géa chiah-tioh ke", khi
ho lang sut--khi..., Géa cho--¢é tai-chi, ho-bai goa € ta®. A-koan chiong géa khoa" cho chui-séng i6ng-hoa
é lu-séng, si an-choa® tak-é long boe-hiau khia ti gda é lip-tit”* khoa-thai géa? Moh li é sin-chi-a koe-jit,
chiok kan-kho--é neh? Li si géa bo beh hé li thoa-lai chit-si-lang. Li chin-chin chia®-chia® ai--goa, to ai
ho goa khoai-khoai 1ok-10k koe-jit. Kheng-tong cho-hde kui--16 ni, géa boe khoa™ téng-ta". Li hong-sim,
goba tap-éng li tan A-koan choai® chia® thg--1ai, chiah lai hoat-loh gdan é tai-chi. Chiéng kin khi, boe ho
Kheéng-tong chhap A-koan. Cha-bd-kia™ oan-na li &, li tioh p6-pii é sim-seng kin ké pian. Goa sit-chai ho
ba kah thiam kah, A-koan li ma thia® koe-thau, chit-ma i é sim-sin khi h mé6-sin-a khip--leh. Li boe-sai
koh te" tiam-tiam--a, ah b, gba é seng t6--loh-khi....”

Khé-lidn é A-eng, i chii &n-ne thoan-tat sin-sit ho Khéng-tong. Ui-tioh gin-4, in pit-su chiong kam-
chéng peng--khi-1ai. Chin phai®-sé, G-i4® chin-sim ai i, ma sia® kin beh ka chu-png, sé-sa®. M-koh,
tioh-ai ho in ta-ke-koa", gin-a boe pai-thek. Kheng-tong na ai--i, ng-bang tong-sim hiap-léek, nit-chéan

chhin-lang é hoan-tui. Chit-toa” si-kan, in tioh so-6an, A-nai in ma boe kio koe-1ai tau-sa®-kang--a.....
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It-kiu-pat-liok-ni si-goeh, ia-si A-koan chhoa tng-lai kai-thg keh tng goeh, chng--1i hoat-seng thi*-toa
é tai-chi. Eng-chin in A-gim chiah léng-ioh chi-sat! "Trg-lai beh théh chi® bé ioh-4, gba m ho--i, i tia®
kong beh lim 16ng-ioh, thai chai-ia" chin-chia® 16ng-ioh théh--leh, tui na-au t6 koan--loh-khi!” A-chhun
bak-sai lau bak-sai tih: ”Ah @ che (chit-g) téng 1é-pai chiah ni chit-ban-kho--khi, to b kui kang t6 beh
koh tih chi”, khai-chi" na leh lau-chui--leh.” Khoa"-tioh A-gim t6 ti ka-ho pé"-pang, chit-tidu mia tiam
se™-si-mfig leh naih--leh naih--leh, tak-é long thé i kin-tiu®, héan-16. Eng-chin ta toe 16ng-hoe chhut-
khi koan-b6, thia™-tioh siau-sit, si kin kéa® thg--1ai: “U iau-kin--bd?” “Sé"-mia kau-koan, ah o hit-16
iau-kin--&?” I-seng chin ka Eng-chin ka-si: "Ah @ che (chit-&) gin-a chiah an-hui-tha-béng hiah ki--a,
si-tda-lang té® goa-goa, chit-tidu mia & ho lin bé-siu--khi” Eng-chin ang-bé bak-sai kim--leh khin-kiti
i-seng kiu-lang, "Tong-jian goan é chin-liong kiu-ti, m-koh, oan-na iau tioh ng i é seng-chiin i-chi”

Jit-seng kui-ke-hoe khi tham-bong, ma toe sim-chéng tim-tang. Chit hong-bin i-ti 16ng-ioh siun-
siong é ngd-chong liok-hu, t6 chin oh i, léeng-goa ai koh i an-hui-tha-béng in-khi é kok-chiong cheéng-
thau. Ka-chai b6 kui kang, i-seng soan-ko thoat-1i hiam-kéng, m-koh, oan-na tioh ka-ho pé”-pang ke-siok
koan-chhat i-ti. "Jau-sit oh, lang-kang b6 suh--chit-€, to tong boe-tiau, phéng lan A-koan ke chiok tang--
é-loh. Ka-chai lan A-koan cha chhoa tng-lai kai-thg. B, m-chai beh joa lidan-hoe--leh.” Jit-seng thé chhut
tak-é é sim-sia®. Sit éng-hiong siong toa, kdm-sit siong chhim, iau-si A-koan. Sa"-kang, nihg-kang to
chau pé*-i". A-gim choéan phd-thong pé™-pang, idu chia-tong khi ka khoa"-ko. Léng-goa iau-kiti chdéan-
hak O-jit thak ia-kan, si-tihm goa hau-chhia chai khi hak-hau, chap-tiam goéa chai tig-lai chhu--nih.
A-eng sim-lai hoa"-hi, Sin-thiam am-tiong @ leh p6-pi. Kho-sioh bi-tiong put-chiok, si siu® tiam--lah.
Chit ni-hoe é gin-a siu” tiam, ho A-eng cho ma-ma--é soah phai® chiap-kin.

M-chai i sim-koa® lai teh siG® sia®? SiG® beh ka tau-sa®-kang, ma m-chai 4n-ch6a® chhut-chhid. Si
koéng kui-é seng-oah kui-lut, tan-stin-hoa, ho A-eng ke chiok hong-sim. Jit-si khoa®” chheh, ko kam-a-
tiam, bo to khi pé™-i* ko A-gim-4. A-gim pé"-1" toa sa® ko goa goeh, kok-kho mié-i khoa"-thau-thau,
chit-tidu mia chiah khioh tng--lai. Chhut-i" lidu, sin-thé iau chin hi-jiok, tioh ke-siok mng-chin i-ti,

pak-lai é sun-siong, chiah é tauh-tauh-a hoe-hok. Sim-lai koa-i é lidan-kho, tong-jian b6 hoat-t6 chham-
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ka. Thia™-tioh Eng-siong lidn-khé kho tidu, hun-hoat khi Tai-pak thak, chin him-sian kap theé i hoa"-hi.
Tong-jian, siong hoa™-hi iau-si A-eng, chit kui ko goeh 14i & ut-bin, cho chit-khun-4 thau--khui. M-koh,
b6 joa ki Eng-sidng séng-kong-ni4 siti-hlin, soa--1oh Tai-pak thak-chheh li-khui sin-pi®, A-eng soah jiok
it 56 sit. Na kéng cho-séng A-eng chéng-sti ut-bain, b6 cheng-sin, tii-liau Eng-siong Tai-pak thak-chheh,
khiong-kia® idu-si A-koan. A-gim toa-1" au, A-koan pian kah tiam-chih-chih. Chit-chiéng tiam, boe ho
lang kam-kak b6 chiin-chai. Tian-to in-ai i é chiin-chai, ho lang € gai-gioh, boe chu-chai, G ap-lék, bo-
héng-tiong kui-é khi-hun long €& pho-hai--khi. Che si hoan cho-seng-li-lang é toa-ki. Ti kam-a-tiam,
chhai-ke-a chhut-jip é lang, long kam-sia é chhut--lai.

A-hoe kong lidu siong thoan-sin: "A-nai lai oh, na chit-chiah iah-a--leh, sa"-kham tiam si-ke ia"-ia"-
poe, a-peh, a-chim, a-mh, a-chi kio-tioh joa ti"--leh. Kui chhu-keng m-sii é Oe, to-si chhio-sia". Tak-é ho
kam-jiam loh-khi kau te, khi-hun ke joa 6ah--leh. Ah A-koan--leh, lang-kheh 14i ia boe-hiau beh chio-ho,
kap tiam--nih tak-é, chit-kang kong ia bo kui ku 6e. I na ti pi®--a, tak-é na lop tiam léng-tong-kho--leh,
chhut-chhui é 6e to € kian-tang.” A-eng sit" beh kai-sian chit-chiéong chong-hong, A-koan sii chhin-se”-
kia®, chu se-han liap toa, i &€ ko-séng m-si an-ne. Oan-na ki-ki-kiak-kiak na chhek-chiau-a--leh, kong-o6e

lai, héan-éng kin. Kho-sioh, A-eng chhoe bd phang tiok-chhiu.

Ka-chai, Siu-tin hoat-kak--tioh-a, na-chhia" i se-han si ka i kang-khoan, chit-hang chit-hang nai-
seéng ka in a-sun-a khan-ka, A-koan é pun-séng chiam-chiam hoe-hok--khi-lai. Bak-chiu chheng, hi*-
khang lai, tauh-tauh-a kap lang @ 6e kong, cho-tioh khang-khoe, 0ah-lék ma piak--chhut-lai.... Kap
A-nai hit-10 nai-seng bo-kang, A-nai na a-p6-4 thi-thi-thop-thop, bo-kim bo-ki. Bo-sim bo-ki lang-lang
ho, goa-ian si thian-seng--é. A-koan sng ke chin cheng-kong, ko-seng ma sng khai-léong. Siong ho A-eng
hoa"-hi si hak-sip léng-lék kiong, khoa™ i chim-chiok teh koan-chhat, tauh-tauh-a thé-hage.... T1 jin-che
éng-tui tiong teh séng-tiéong, ke-kiam huin-lian, éng-kai si chhut-sek & seng-li-lang. M-koh, m-chai bu-4-
kia" bat phai® sia”-sau é koan-hé, A-eng kam-kak A-koan tui i iau @ po-liti, boe-tang chhia® chin-chéng
an-ne hiah @ 6e kong, khoa"--1ai tioh-ai khah ché si-kan lai hoa-kai. Oat--leh it koh tai-hak lian-kho,
A-koan, A-gim long kho bo tidu. A-gim kong he si i-liau chi tiong. A-koan ma siau-khian ka-ti, m-si

thak-chheh é liau. Long bo gin-a-lang au-nau é oe, si A-eng i-liau chi goa--é.

A-koan koéng i beh khi Tai-pak chiah thau-16, A-eng sim-lai m-kam, ma boe hong-sim ho khi hiah
hiig. M-koh, A-koan beh cho é tai-chi, A-eng m-ka® ngé tong, kia® khi hoan-chok-iong. Iau-si ma-sun-a
khah @ 6e kong, "Beh Tai-pak? Chiah thau-16 thai tioh khi hiah hing?” Siti-tin mng-tioh ke chiok tit-chiap:
"B6-ai kap a-ma cho-phoa™--a sioh (si--bd)?” Khoa" i tiam-tiam: "Ah bd, sibeh chiah sia” thau-16?” ”Siong-
bo é-éng-tit cho tiam-6an--a.” "Beh cho tiam-6an oh?” Siu-tin soah chhio--chhut-lai: “Lan tau chit-keng
kam-a-tiam ho li hoa"--a” Siu-tin ka ké-1é: "Sng kang-chi® ia hé. B0, kui-khi li-stn 16ng ho li ma hoé.
Ah-sai cho tiam-6an, cho thau-ke kam bd khah i4®? A-ma kap lin ma-ma ma tioh-ai a theé-chhiu--a-lah”
“Lan tau chit-keng kam-a-tiam, ké-lau sok-kd, tiam-bin éh, hoe-sek chio, b6 kéng-cheng, beh khok-toa
ma bo hit-é chhi-tid". Lau tiam chng-kha, kdm boe toa-chai si¢-iong?”

»

A-eng ti pi"--4, sim-lai am-am-a o0-16: “Che chia®-chia” si géan A-koan!” "A-ma 1i ai goa lau tiam
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chng-kha se”-ko, iah-si beh ho goa chhut-khi ki* chit-é-a se-bin?” ”"Chai ke jit-jit ho, chhut-goa tidu-
tidu lan oh.” Siu-tin ia bo koh hoan-tui: ”Li ka-ti tioh-ai se-ji, kap lin a-hia® khah @ lian-hé--leh, ....Ah
na boe-hah, tioh kin tng--lai-lah hoh"” A-eng tut-jian kdm-kak A-koan ke chin tda-han, ke chin bat-sa.
Tui ka-ti chi-sin béan-bdan, na-chhit® pai ho tin-se, beh 1ai géng-chiap sia-hoe thiau-chian..... Sui-jian
sim-thau koh-iG" koh-it", iti-gdan thoat boe khui cho ma-ma é chap-liam. It-chai teng-léng ai chu-i
an-choan, m-thang kau-tioh phai® péng-iu, khah chiap kha tian-6e tng--lai, mai hé chhu--nih chhau-
hoan.... Chit-kang tau au, A-gim oat--lai. "A-koan khi Tai-pak--a neh, kam bo ka li kong?” "Goéa chai--a,
gba choan-kang lai chhoe A-eng-a-chi li--a.” Jit-seng kap Eng-chin 6a™-thiap, siok-gi kéng lin poe bo lian
hoe, pun-chia” kio A-thiam-so, au--lai m-chai an-choéa® kai kio A-eng-a-chi. "Bin-sek ke joa h6--a neh”
A-eng stin-chhit khui chit-koan ké-chiap ho--i: "Chit-khui-4 teh chhong sia™?” "Tan cho-peng nia. U si-4
khi soa”--nih tau chhi-ke, A-lok-chek-a ni-hoe ché, @ khah bo-hoat--tit-a. Li khoa®, goa G go-chap-lak
khi-loh--a neh”

A-eng pun-chia® beh ming cho-peng kan-khd, kham boe khi beh an-ch6a®? Thia™ i sin-sim chap-
chiok, oan-na the i hoa™-hi. "A-eng-a-chi, kin-a-jit 1ai beh ho 1i chai, na b6 A-koan, hoan-se-a goa boe
ho6” ”B6 hit-16 tai-chi, tau-ko si éng-kai--é-lah” "M-na an-ne,” A-gim pi chhiu-sé ka chah--leh: "Hit-chin
t6 ti pe”-chhfig, lidim-mi thia® chhé?, liAm-mi khtun--khi. Hun-hun tin-tan, béng-bong biau-biau. M-koh,
chit-ku 6e kan-ta" ti hi"-a4-kin leh hoan-lai hoan-khi: "A-gim, m-thang pia® su i. Khah kian-kiong--leh,
methamphetamine ka pia® ho t6!” Hit-chin na b6 "kho i-sia”, chhin-koa™ it-tit pia”, kui-kang beh tho beh
0, mai kong khoa" chheh, lian ché to ché boe-tidu...” A-eng sit” beh chhut-sia® an-ui, idu-si tiam-tiam-a
thia® siong ho.

"Tng-lai tho chi®, a-pa bo ti--leh. A-bu kan-ta® thii--leh thii--leh, beh na m--leh, chhui koh liam chit-
toa-thoa. Goéa hit-chun kan-ta® sia”, "Hiah kan-khé beh chhong sia®? Si-si--tiau cha khui"-o0ah!” Long-ioh
khui--leh, toa-chhui t6 ka thun--16h-khi! ....M-koh, thai thAu-khak té kant-a™ hoah ka methamphetamine
pia™ ho to! Pia" ho té! Tiam hia chhia lai chhia khi..., ioh si ka-ti tui ka-ti teh han-hoah--leh. L&-boe
chiah chai-i4" si A-koan kd-1é goa é 6e, chng jip-1ai géoa nau--nih, pian-cho goa ka-ti teh ko-1é ka-ti....
Soéa loh-lai pé”-pang, sin-ti tauh-tauh-a4 chheng-chhé”, kui seng-khu hoéan thia®, kui-é-lang chhiah-iah.
Khoa"-tioh lang t6 tak, ki*-tioh lang t6 chhoh.... Mai koéng gbéan pé ma, lidn goéan a-ma to ho goéoa meé
kah khau.... Bo6-tai bo-chi oan-chheh o6a lai sin-pi® é lang, thai l6ng kap géan chok-tui? Chhoe goan é
ma-hoan, cheng-ka goan é thong-khé...! M-koh, A-koan ka goa kong, beh khi, beh dan, beh chheh tioh
chheh ka-ti. Hiah gong beh si! Ho lang khan--leh to kia". Théh chi® chhia" lang khai, iau ho lang leh
chau-that, sit-chai gong kah boe pé-chia"--a.... A-koan koéng lian suh an poe-htn, goa si i su-hia”. Nng-
lang t6 an-ne tong-pé" siong-lian, ho-siong siau-khian, ho-siong lau-khui.... Kau @ chit-kang, "Li beh
an-choéa® kia" chhut chit-phi® mig?” A-koan chi pé”-pang chhut-khau mng--géa: "Tah chhut miag, beh
an-cho6a® bin-tui chit-é sia-hoe? Pat-lang & an-choa® khoa®-thai lan--leh...?” A-eng-a-chi, kau ta" goan
iau chhoe bo tap-an. Ka-chai, pé”-i" ka goan chin toa é pang-chd. Tidu-tidu toa-16 thong L6-ma, chi-iau
chhiong-sit ka-ti, t6 G goéan chlin-chai kap hoat-tian é khong-kan. A-eng-a-chi, 1i khoa®--leh....?” Ia bd
tan A-eng hoan-éng: "A-koan kong i khi Tai-pak, na-chhia®” a-chi pang boe loh sim. Goéan beh ha li chai,
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phiah-a chhut--koe-a, @ bian-ék-lék--a, bian kia® & koh khi tioh--tioh-a-lah” Sang A-gim chhut kam-
a-tiam, A-eng it-si pah-kam kau-chip. Hoa"-hi gin-a é-hiau sia"--a, m-koh, bi-bian ni-siau lau-séng....
Khoa"-tioh in 4n-ne 1ai tda-han, chit-khoan é tiong-tai, séng-sék koe-téng, soah tioh-ai keng-koe hiah-ni

thong-kho é kai-toa”, tai-ke sit-chai siu™ kéan--a-lah.
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Chit-é gin-a long b6 ti--leh, chék-bok soah pian A-eng seng-oah é chit po-hun. A-eng chin sia" hioh-
khuin-jit-a koh kio A-nai tau-kha-chhit, siong bd ma bong-bong khoa®-khoa®--leh. M-koh mé-ni A-nai
beh kho ko-tiong--a, tioh ho ke-kiam thak chit-& chheh. "Géan beh khoé ho-sa--neh,” Mag i si an-choa®
beh cho ho-st, “Sit-sip to @ chi® thang nid--neh.” Oan-chdan si san-hiong-ling tau, phai®-mia-kia® é
khau-khi, ho A-eng thia®-tioh sim-sng koh sim-thia": ’Kho-tiau a-i bé sin-sa™ ho li chhéng” Cha se-han
nig-chi-moai sa”-4-kho 16ng khioh A-koan é. A-nai tioh koh khioh Chhai-giok chhéng--koe-¢, thui kau
i chhéng, sa” ke chin chau--loh.

Khéng-tong chit-goeh-jit than joa ché i siong chai, chap-kang goeh-kip, kiam cho soa"-kang, chéng-
chhai, chit-goeh-jit sa”-ban-kho chhin boe khi. Na kan-ta® chhinng-é gin-4, iau boe hat--leh, sam-put-go-
si tioh kia tng-khi ho lau-pé kap tia®-lang-pa, kho-té-a put-si to khéng kah ta-ta. Chin han-tit khoa"-tioh
cha-po-lang ho chhu-lai ta"-thau teh kah kiong beh am pi* ko khi, sia®-sit"--leh, sit-chai pi-ai.... A-eng
beh tau-kha-chhiu, chi-t ho cheéng-chai, than chit-é kang-chi®-a nia. Chit-ma koh tioh-ai an-ché6a® ho in

ta-ke-koa", khéng chiap-sit in é in-ian lai thau-thia®.....

Ki-sit ho A-eng thau-thia® é tai-chi, bak-chiu chéng to G chit-kia®, é-a-chhia” beh koai®-chhiu"--a.
“Kang-lang chhia® b6 si chit hoe-sia.” Tiu® chhia™-tia" kong-tioh keng-éng é khun-kéng, Ge-sai to ché:
"Toa"-ke thé boe-kdan, séng-pun it-tit phong-tin®. Ia-ki 6an-kang chi-chu-seng na koéan, tak-hang to
beh chiau 16-ki-hoat lai. Khap-tioh t6 khong-cheng, ho thau-ke-lang sim-thau tam-tam. Théh ka-pan
lai kong, chin-chéng kéa" chhut-khau, khoa® hoe-kii chhia--lai-a, s6-0 6an-kang siong-ha it-sim pia®
thau-mé, hut thi"-kng. Kau chng ho6 1oh ki, stii-é-a stii-é na phoa to6a-pé”--leh, tang-t6 sai-oai phiang t6
chai-te. Sia"-mih ka-pan-hui? Tak-é idu m-si toa-mi-ke", kiam-moai-a chiah kah suh-suh-kio. I chhit® i
ke, bo stn-li chhut-khau, chi” beh toh 1ai? Ka-pan-hui i-su, i-su, ia b6 leh ke-kau. Nah @ chhia® chit-chan,
sin-16 khap-tioh t6 beh cheng koan-ek.

M-si khéng-hun thau-ke khok, pak-siap kang-lang, bo to keng-thé thau-ke bo-liong. Gdan-pun tak-
é chhéng kang-nia sa™-a-kho, kui-boe soah kong thau-ke thah se-chong, sin-16 chhéng khang-khoe-sa™.
Sim-koa® khi h& chau niig-péng, kang-chhit® n leh kang-chhit®--leh. Ai kéng chhio é Tiu® chhig"-tia®,
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bian-put-lidu chi-ngé siau-khian: "In kong goa siok sin-16-thau, thau-ke-boe, goa thia™ in é de, téng-sin
khang-khoe-sa”, kha long se-chong-kho, ti-h6 cho chioh-bd-a-sim” Tiu" chhiu®-tiu® kong thau-ke-boe,
A-eng é lidu-kai. Ko-tu chit-sut-a, pai bd se”-sitt”, chham-u koat-chhek, kéan-han ia-han. "Ké-tong-
hoe koat-téng--16h-14i, koai®-chhiti®! Seng-chai siat-pi séa E-mfig, s6-it 6an-kang so6a khi kang kong-si,
ka-kang-khu-chhiu" siong-pan. Na boe hong-pian, chu-khian!” "Ah chhiu®-tit" li--leh?” A-eng chia®
koan-sim. ”Ai cho khong-tiong poe-lang--a. S6-u kan-pd, 16ng ai G nig-thau lan-tiau é sim-li chin-
pi” Tiu" chhia™-tiu™ tui jit-au khang-khoe é thiau-chian, lau chhut bti-khoé nai-ho é siok-bok sin-chéng:
”[-au Tai-6an chiap-toa®, E-mfig chhut-hoe. Tai-6an kan-ta® cho kéa™-kin, hok-chap é seé-tiu® tia"-toa”
nia--lah”

E-4 kang-ti0® na koai®, tui si6-si6 é chng-kha éng-hiéng chin tda, kho i chiah-chhéng--¢é iau boe
chié--ne. Mai kong kau phoe-4, toa-a, ché-é ngdé-kim, tai-kang hia--é, lidln A-eng kau hoe-sit-liau--é to
khi khiéng-hong. Chu Béng-ki khi Thai-kok, ka-kang ja lai ja bai. Koh ho chhai-chhia chng-thau chng-
boe stin chit-lian, chhai-ke-a giap-chek tit-tit kang--loh-1ai. Chit-ma bd kau hoe-sit-liau, tui A-eng lai
kong, kiam than nid. Tui A-tian in ang-bd to chin boe-ho loh, than boe koe kang, khah su khi chiah
thau-16. Tak-é chham-siong koh chham-siong, A-eng tan-tok tha"--khi-lai ma b6 khui-lat, bah-tiam to
ai choan-blin chit-é lang hoat-loh. Kui-bdée A-tian ang-bé théh khi-1ai cho. Hap-hoe kiat-sok, siau-bak
sng chheng, chhai-ke-a soe A-tidn ang-b6 keng-éng. A-eng kui-sim ko kam-a-tiam, Siu-tin t6 ke chiok

chheng-éng--loh.

Che si it-kit-pat-pat-ni joah--lang é tai-chi. A-nai i-keng kho-tidu ho-hau, A-eng ka Siu-tin kong
beh chhoa Chhai-giok chi-moai, khi Tai-tiong hak nhg-nia-a sa”. Khoa" in ta-ke é gan-sin, na-chhia® teh
mig, "Ah Khéng-tong @ toe--khi-b6?” A-eng tiau-i-ko té"-chhe”, lau ho i khi ioh. Cha A-koan khi hoan-
a-bin hit-pai, Siu-tin sin-soa soeh-kau, ma-sun-a na 4-sim, na bo-i, ku-ku to chhak A-eng é sim-koa".
Chap-hoe pun--lai, Siu-tin sioh i n4 mia, A-eng ma toe Sin-thiam kio "a-i”. To-si ke lidu, kang-khoéan
an-ne kio. Siu-tin tui i lai kong sui-jian G nng-chiéng sin-hin, ti A-eng sim-bok-tiong, éng-6an siichun-
tiong é "a-i”. Jit-seng kam-a-tiam cho € chai, é khi-sek, tidong-t6a, oan-na Siu-tin thai gidm-nge, thai
khiang-kha--leh. Chian-au, tak-é b6 thang chiah, but-chu pho-tong kah chiok li-hai. Siu-tin lang-a ta"--
leh, chng-kha si-ke khi chhai-bé. Chhek-4, th6-tau, han-chi, ke-4 ah-a.... Long-si chit-keng chit-keng khi
mig, chit-ta" chit-ta® bé--jip-1ai, chiah @ thang ho Jit-seng ta® khi bé..... Sin-sin khé-kho é lau-koa™-chi®,
tauh-tauh-4 liap-chek, kam-a-tiam chiah lioh-lioh-4 @ chit-€ ki-chhé. Seng-li phai® cho, chi® oh than,
A-eng si chin lidu-kai. S1 kéng kin-a-jit thai G chhun--chit-te-a, t6 hiam lang san, khoa®” lang b6. A-i
boe-chéng-boe 6e seng kong tho-thau, 6 khut-a ka lop--leh, ho i boe-tin boe-tang, boe chhun-kha chhut-
chhiu--li. Kam & khoa"-chhut Kheng-tong bd ho é chit-bin? ... Sit"-sia"--leh b6 kho-1éng, na chang-tioh
phoa-phah, cha to ka-it ka-chho iah-iah--chhut-lai.....

Aih, a-i ma thai boe-haiu2 thé lang siat-siong--lah. A-eng chhia sai--leh, si-é lang 1ai kau Tai-tiong.
Chhia théng ti kong-hfig-pi® théng-chhia-titi®, iong kia"--¢ kau Oan-tong-pah-hoe. Niig-chi-moai joa

hoa"-hi--leh, ti siau-la-koan, chia bong-bong hia khoa"-khoa", tak-nia sa® to sui, tak-su to hap-i. A-eng
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chit-lang ka bé ning-su, koh su-té-ha kio tiam-o6an, liah in &€ chhu-chhioh, chit-lang théh poa®-ta® é lai-sa®-
a-kho. It-ki Chhai-giok ko-sa"--a, sin-chai tng teh pian-hoa, m-na ai hah-su, koh tioh boe khi gai-tioh
hoat-iok. Bo lau-bu-a-kia®, chi-u ti cha-bé gin-a-phoa® lai-té, tit-tioh chu-sin, chin @i-lan in--lch. Pun-
chid® A-eng hap-i chit-nia hiu-éng-hok, beh bé ho Khéng-tong. Kheng-tong bo-ai chhéng hiah ho--é,
A-eng ia bo-ai chhek i é i, stii-chai i tiam-khau--a, phia™ kui-toa-tui hia kéng chit-nia, khoa® boe koe-sim,
A-eng koh ke ka hiah" chit-nia. Tiong-tau-tng khoa® gin-a, kong-ke chit-hang chiah chit-chhui, hit-hang
kio chit-sut-a, lidan-chiah kui-16 khoan. A-eng bo sia® chiah, ma toe in pa--khi-lai. A-nai iau-kia khoa"
tian-i4™: "Goéan lian-soa beh khoa" niig-chhut oh” Chng-kha gin-4 t6-si chng-kha gin-a. "Han-tit ti-si
chhut--1ai,” A-eng khoa" i hiah sai®-nai-khui, hiah-ni phan-bong, ka Khéng-tong kong: "H6 in chhit-tho

khah hoa®-hi--leh-lah” Chio 4n-ne siau-lidn--é kia® siau-lidn é 10, lau--é kia" lau--é.

Iok téng si-kan tiam théng-chhia-titi® tin-hau. A-eng chia” ché 6e beh kap Kheng-tong kong, chit-si
soah m-chai tui toh kéng-khi. Kong-hfig lang ché, bin-chéng long hit-16 siang-siang tui-tui--é. Tai-khai
sitt khi-hun kam-jiam, A-eng kheh 6a, chhitd chhun-khi ho khan. I bat teh sia", chhim sék-sai si, Kheng-
tong na sai hit-khoan chhi--ko-khui, i it-téng boe chhap--i. Tian-to i long-poe, lok-phek-khoan, khip-in
A-eng é chu-bok. U tang-si-4, A-eng kam-kak Khéng-téng chin bo cha-po-lang-khéan. I than-chi® lai
kong, chi"-khoeh lang kok-hau-a pit-giap, than-chi® than kah sio-loah-loah. Che kho-léng kap pun-séng
0 koan, bo chhui sui, boe nng-chng. Kiu-kiu-lun-lun, chun ki-hoe 1ai, ma sti ho soan--khi. Koh ho
A-hiong pi®--chit-¢é, eng-hiong hé-han chai loh chha-bi-iG-iam, liam-mi bu si-toa, liam-mi chong si-se,
kan-ta® sa"-tng to & ho jiau kah oai-io--khi! "Kong-si Chiang-hoa khi chiah-é hoan-chhu, i-téng mé-ni
beh kiat-sok. Jin-6an bo tiau tng-khi Tai-pak, tioh séa khi pat-ai kang-té” Chin b6 kan-tan Kheng-tong
seng khui-khau: "Chit-m4 kang-st choan goa-pau, bian iong sia®-lang, kong-si ma ké-1€ lang the-hiu.....
Goa sia" beh thé-cha lai pan thé-hiu” A-eng sia" beh mng theé-hiu lidu chhong sia®, idu-si lun--leh thia®
i kong. "In ka goa sng liau, lidn 16-p6, chong--a kiong--a, tai-khai nia @ pah-peh-ban.” A-i khoa" lang bo
é tai-chi, chin siong-tioh Khéng-tong é chii-chun-sim. Ui-tioh 4n-ne, A-eng it-chai p6-chéng, beh kap
i tong-kam kiong-kho, chi kit ai ho i si-kan.... Pah-peh-ban tui Khéng-tong 14i kong, téng-i chéan-po
chai-san. Chit-si-lang pia® kau ta" é tai-ke.

A-eng sim-lai kam-tham, soah kam-kak chhi-liang.... "Goéa sia" kéong gdan lau-pé, tia"-lang hia
chit-kang théh chap-ban ho in, a-pa Gi-pé" ioh-a-chi® ma chin siong, chhun--é lau tiam sin-pi"....” A-eng
chhim-chhim kam-sit a-i é li-hai. Iong e tho--leh, béng-si li na beh ke, si ke chit-khoéan sin-ke é lang.
Sim-lai chit-pak-hoe, ja si” ju khi, khi kah in-toh, hia"-mé i & tau-chi: "Beh cho bian kia® b6 thang chiah,
lan na é cho, to-si choe-toa é héng-hok.” Kah ah hi kap hé boe-tang kiam-tit, kap Khéng-tong cho-hoe si
chiah-ni-a khoai-lok! Ho-pit chim tiam kdm-a-tiam, tan se™ko chhau-phu! I chiah si-chap-sa®-hoe ni4,
thai tioh ka-ti koai” tiam pang-keng-a té teh gong-sin, gong-sin? I ai thia™-tioh sia”, khoa"-tioh lang-ia".
U lang teh koan-sim, thé-thiap i. Koan-sim i é kda®-joah, si an-chéa® & bin-iu bin-kat? Thé-thiap i moai
pig thai chiah boe 16h? Am-si-4 nah & chhia lai chhia khi khuin boe--khi? Miig chit-khui-4 thai 16ng bo

thia®-tioh chhio-sia®...?
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Ah, A-eng é hi-ng ai-lok, si joa ng-bang Khéng-tong lai kap i hun-hiéng, hun iu. Ai pia® chiah &
ia", na bo théh chhut héng-tong, iéng-kam khi cheng-chhu, lan-sia léng-sia.... Khoai-lok, héng-hok, ng-
bang é jit-chi, boe ka-ti chhoe 6a--lai-lah. "Goa é-tang koh chiah thau-16,” Khéng-tong é 6e poe tui A-eng
hi"-khang-kin lai: "Chho-tang goéa idu G hoat--li-leh.” "Goéa bo-ai ho li cho chho-tang--é,” A-eng thia®-
tioh chia® m-kam: “Khin-kho td hé, khin-kho t6 h6” M-chai khi h& sia-tioh sid®, pian kah kdm-khai
ban-chheng, na-chhia® teh chi-gian cha-gi: "Ki-sit A-hoe kong lidu siong tioh, chit-ma é lang, chiah,
m-si bun-té, siong iau-kin si chiah-tioh é song boe, khi-mo é bun-té” Gdan-1ai A-hoe 1-hoe, @ khah bo-
hoat--tit-a, in A-chong kio i mai cho, beh chhoa tig-khi tdoa cho-hée. M-koh, i kap in sin-ptt boe hah, in
sin-pu koh m-bat 14i h6-chhui. “Ia m-si leh bo tang chiah, chiah chit-tng pag tioh khoa" i & khé-koe-bin,
h6-mih-khé--leh!”

A-hoe khidu-khi-seng, chng--nih ia m-si bo lang chai, si kong chit-ke-lang chit-ke-tai, to b6 leh
chiah-pa siu® éng, lang beh chhap-chhap li--leh. Ki-sit A-eng beh kong--€, kin-4-jit lan lang tui-kit é
bok-phiau, “chiah” i-keng m-si bun-té, éng-kai 0 kéng-ka chhim é i-gi ti--leh. Che i-gi é ka-siong si
sia"-mih? Tai-khai m-si im-tim, chek-bok, khang-hi, i-1ai lang é seng-6ah, éng-kai sian-iam, khai-long,
chhiong-sit, chii-sin boéan-bdan teh hiang-sit jin-seng chiah tioh. "Goéa é sim, li éng-kai & chai” A-eng
chhit-chai® ka giap an. "Li ma chai goa é sim” Kheéng-tong hoan giap an t6--koe-lai: "Li liam-mi sio
liam-mi léng, goa ai koh théng-hau joa ku?” "Boe ku--a-lah,” A-eng kam-kak chin pho-khiam: "Goéa sia®
thiat--a, lan é tai-chi, lan lai phah-sng to ho” "Si--a, ia b6 it-tioh lin tau é thng kap liap, a-i si beh an-
choéa™ ka lan tong.” Kheéng-tong 16e-sim iau-si boe péng-héng: "Ho-giah cho i teh ho-giah, lan ia bo...”
“Mai kong ho--bd,” A-eng ka phah-thg ko-pe™: "Li kam boe tan--li-a?” Nig-lang soah cht an-ne tiam--
khi. Tau-si A-eng hoat-kak khi-hun ho phah-phai®: "Kia® kah kui seng-khu koa"--a,” Khin-sia" cheng-kit
Kheéng-tong é i-kian: "Chhoe chit-ti-a 1ai hioh-khun ho--m?.... Si-kan iau ch2--leh neh” *Gda to-si kia®
khi pai-tioh li & mia-sia”, hai-tioh 1i é mia-chiat.... Bo, thai m-ho--leh.” "Géa kam bo-ai mia-chia® gian-sun,
aih, .... Li khah jim-nai--leh-lah”
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Lang bo kui jit, A-eng choan-kang khi chhoe Giok-bi--a4. Giok-bi si tong-oh lai-té siong cha ke cha-
bo-kia"--é, chéan-ke-hoe iau chim ti hi-st é khi-hun. A-eng kéng boé nng-ku, Giok-bi shii chhoa jip-khi
pang-keng-a té. "Cho li an-ne cho b6 m-tioh,” Giok-bi chin ka hoa"-hi: "Ah bo, am-si-a khoe-kha, hah®-
sio ma ho.” Giok-bi sii chu se-han é chi-moai-a-phoa”, sid"-mih 6e to kong: "Goa chhim ke cha-bo-kia®,
hoan-sé-a li m-chai, chhit® li che chiti-kéa--¢, chit-mé chin bd hang-chéng ne. Lin Eng-siéng boe chhoéa li
bo tu--tioh, lang thia®-tioh siau-lian chit-koa, tan se” ko-hau-se"--¢, tii-hui l6an-ai, bo, lang kia" ma kia"-
-si” ”07?... U chit-khoan tai-chi...?” A-eng beh sin-4 na m-sin: "Chin-chéng bat thia® m hé sin-pti koai®
pang-kang-a-mng, ia 0 sa”-ke" mé-poa” chhu jip-khi sin-pang thau kah-phoe--é” A-eng hai"-thau: "Sia"-
mih si-tai--a, kam iau 0 chit-khoéan ta-ke?” ”Sia™-mih si-tai chhut sid®-khodan ta-ke, 6a” sin é hi-chhut.
Kong-s6 chit-ti tong-st in si6-ko to khi td--tioh.” Giok-bi pun-séng goan-chai, hi-hi ha-ha lok-thiong-
seng, chit-tidu tiig-a thang kau té, kang-khoan jiat-sim, kau-oe: "Li chai i &n-chéa® kong?”

Giok-bi tiau-ti-kang kek in tong-su sié-ko tau ho lang thia™ hit-khoan khau-khi: "Kong se-sai®-oe
kam é-éng--tit? Kong si leh ka thau-meé. Kap goan ang khah ho--leh, ia @ tai-chi. Goéa chiah m chéng-
goan ho mé--leh! Chhia" goa ka géan ang chim chit-é khi ho khoa"-ki"--tioh. Kan-ta® chim chhui-phée
nia, i to boe-tit tit--a. Mé goa bo chit-é cha-bd-khoan, boe-hidu chai kian-siau! Goéa m-si tiau-ti-kang
chim ho khoa™--é-a, koh ti chhu--nih, ia m-si ti ke-a-16. Hai gdan chhut-mfig lian chhia to m-ka* khan,
ai tan kia" hng, oat-thau khoa" u toe--lai-bo, chiah ka" khan-chhiu....” Ai kong chhio--a,” A-eng ho
Giok-bi--a kek he sia™-sau, koh kong kah @ chit-é khoan, chiong sin chiong gi: "Na kong khah am-ho
ka-ti hau-se”, tui sin-pa khah khiau-khi si G-ia", b6 chhia” li kong--é hiah ku-sui--lah.” ?Chiah kéng--leh,
“chit-pai chu soan-la-thang, chu liau @ khah hiam--chit-sut-4, tdo mé kong beh hai in kia", béng-chai in
kia" se” ti-chhng, idu chd kah hiah hiam! Ku-ku-mo-mo, si6-té tai-chok. Ia bo sia" in kia® si gdan sia"
lang” Ké chit-khoan ta-ke sit-chai chin thidm-thau, soah chhit® nig-é cha-bé leh chhia® chit-é cha-po-
-leh. ”Siong kia® s1 bo-tai bo-chi, to é gi-sin gi-kai. Khap-tioh t6 tau i chiu-koa, chhia"-kia" é khé-chhé.
Na-chhia" chia--é kh6-chhd, tioh hau-se®, sin-pa pd-sidong--leh, to m-si khiam--i € koh.” In hau-se® ho i

»

bak-sai lau--chit-¢, to6 kong ma-ma chiah chiok ché khoé-chui, tioh nia i, tak-hang to a® in bu--a.....
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A-eng ju thia" sim-thau ja chat, Giok-bi si ju thih ju @ cheng-sin, ju m siu-soah: ” "Chit-pai goa
kong Gi-tioh siong-pan hong-pian, gin-a tda-han ma ai thak h6 hak-khu, put-ji poa™-séa chhi-lai.... Li
chai i an-cho6a™-b6? Koéng gda sai-long in kid" beh ka pang-tiau! Kong i chhia®-kia® b6 bak-te, kan-ta®
€-hiau thia” bé-chhui, 1i khoa® é khi-si lang boe? Ia m-si b6 beh ka chhoa--khi, koh m thia® lang kong.
Kui-boe iau tioh géa hoe m-tioh, i chiah soah--khi. Chiun-si io-péng, sin-li pian-thai!” A-eng--a, sia"-mih
sam-chiong su-tek, choan si hia cha-po-lang pi"-kau-lang, pian--lang-é. Li cho li ke b6 m-tioh! Hit-te
chhan goba chiah ka li chim-chiok--chit-&.” A-eng sit Giok-bi--4 chin tda é k-le. Ma ho i sim kia®, ”U pé®,
sim-1i pian-thai!” Chit kui ku 6e iau tiau ti hi®-khang-kin--nih. Kam € “hu si chidong chud”, tui gin-a i-lai
thai toa, khip lidu siu® an, soah pian kah an-ne? Chit-koéa go-hoe kap md-chhat long chau-chau--chhut-
lai. Khap-tioh t6 so kho-keng, thia® ka lang ma hoan. Aih, ko-khut to leh chham-si lidu--a, idu ho sin-pa
chau-that.... Khoa" gin-a thak-chheh, chiah thau-16, long beh kia" ka-ti é 15, pang lau--é teh ko-toa™....
A-eng chéng-li hun-10an é su-sf, kéng-ka kian-téng beh cho é tai-chi. Kap tak éng-koe kang-khoéan,
am-si kau-tiam chhut-a, mng thoah--loh-1ai. Mag a-pa, a-i bian chhéan tiam-sim--a.

Oat jip-khi pang-keng-a té, théh chun-pi ho é chhan-hfig ji-choa, in-kam, kia-kim-pha-4, lai kau si-
toa-lang bin-chéng. "A-pa, a-i,” A-eng siang-kha hap-ché, kai loh ning-lau bin-chéng: "A-eng chap-hoe
toe a-pa tng--lai, lang kong se”--é poah chit-pi®, iong--é khah toa thi®, tai-un tai-tek A-eng seng khau-
thau....” "Kin khi--1ai,” Jit-seng a" 6a lai khan, A-eng ii-géan kui--leh ke-siok kong: “A-pa a-i b6 hiam,
ho goa ke Sin-thiam, kai chap-ni é thia"-thang tioh koh khau-sia....” "Ché leh kong--lah,” Siu-tin khia
6a--1ai, kap Jit-seng chit-lang chit-thau chiong A-eng hti-khi: "HG lang chai-ia", ioh si géan leh ka sin-
pt--leh” A-eng ché--16h, stii koh khia--khi-1ai: "Ka-chai Eng-siong & thak, iau kéng beh kho gidn-kit-s6.
A-koan chiah thau-16, na-chhia® chiah kah hoa"-hi kah. Chéng--si gin-a bat--a, ka-ti kia" é chai--a, ta"-
thau pang khah € 10h...” A-eng jim chhut chhan-khe, kia-kim-phgd, in-4, siang-chhit khng tiam nng-lau
bin-chéng toh-téng: “Che long si a-pa, a-i sin-khé than, A-thiam ma pia® kah poe chit-tidu mia.... Chhia"
siu tng--khi,” Pok--chit-&, A-eng koh kai tiam thé-kha: “Chhia® in-chin géa ke ho Kheng-tong.” "Khi--1ai,
khi--14i, khap-tioh t6 un-t6 thé-kha. Kin-a-jit teh héan-héng--a sioh (si--bo).”

Siu-tin ho pi* kah chin héan: "Chia” chap-ni chéng, mng li beh chai ke--bo, li kong m. Chit-ma 6a*
li beh ke--a, it kap a-i teh poa™hi. Chin-chéng tiau-kia® hiah ho, li m, chit-ma--leh?.... Li ka-ti kong
khoa"-mai, géa chiah m--leh!” A-eng liau boe kau a-i, chit-khau hoe-choat, chit-si kan-ta™: ’Khéng-tong
0 sia” m-ho? Kheng-tong @ sia” m-ho...?” "Lin a-1 b6 kong Kheng-tong m-ho--lah,” Jit-seng chhap chham-
-lai: ”S1 m-kam li chiah-kho--lah” "A-hoe kong lidu siong tioh, chit-ma € lang, bo lang leh chhau-hoan
chiah--a, géa iau & cho--leh, bian kia® & khi go--tioh.” ”Li lidan chhan-hng, kia-kim-pho long théh-théh
héng--goéan, kui seng-khu pak kah khang-khang. Ah na phoa-t6a-pé®, khai toa chi®, lin Kheéng-tong beh
chhap li--b6? Koh beh an-chéa® chhap--leh?” "Li tioh chim-chiok siG® khoa™-mai, & ho--b6? U-kau tioh-
-b6? A-i chu sé liap li toa, khah an-chéa™ to m-kam khoa™ 1i khi bok-bok-siti--lah.” Chit-ku ia m-kam,
nng-ku ia m-kam. Pak-t6 chhoan chit-koa oe soah chek tidu--leh, khui boe chhut chhui, it-si-tek A-eng

pian kah chia® b6 lian.
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A-eng pun-chia” thui-chhek, chhan-khe, kia-kim-pho, m-si siu tag--khi t6-s1 héng--i. A-eng sim-
koa™ liah tia", put-kéan in @ théh--khi iah b6, 16ng boe éng-hiong i é koat-téng. Chit-ma in kan-ta” kong
thia"-sioh i, iong m-kam ho chidh-khg, lai tong i mai ke. Khéng-tong put-ji-ko si héan-hu siok-chu, A-
eng hi-kit & lau-lai-phoa” nia. In khah an-choéa" kan-kho, kam boe khi chiah ti-ba-leng--lah. "Chiin kau
kid-thau chi-jian tit,” A-eng sé-sia™ kong: "Si kau si tam-tng, bd bi kiin han-chi-kho thng. Tai-khai boe
khi go-si--lah” "Boe go--si? He si li kong--é oh, kin-a-jit li kong pang to pang, hoah ke t6 ke, bo-chhai
a-1 teh thia®, teh sioh, tan géan nng-lau, cho lin khi hiang-sia--sioh?” Siu-tin sui-jian lak-chap-go--a, idu
chin cheng--leh: "Li chhan-khe, kia-kim-pho long théh-théh--chhut-14i, si leh tia"--lang, iah-si teh sai-
thai? Kah ah m-thia® lang é 6e,” Siu-tin tui phong-i phii-kha: "Go6an bo hit-é si-kan tiam chia poa™-nda.
Noh, beh ke liong-cha!” Ia m-chhap i, cho i oat jip-khi pang-keng-a té.

A-eng tam-poh-a gong-hia”, gong-hid®. Tit-kak ”A-i teh sit-khi--a,” Koh khoa" peh khi kha m-
chhap--i, cho i oat jip-khi lai-té. "Iau chin sit-khi neh” A-eng sim sia", "A-i chiong 16 l6ng that-that--khi,
khoa" lang bo, koh kia™ géa théh chi” sian ian-tau. Put-ji kui-sin pak ho khang-khang, na bo sin-ke, kam
iau € jia éng-6e? A-pa it-chai kong, 1éng kau léng, hong kau hong; Gn-ku--é kau tong-gong. Lan--sia,
sia-sia--tiau, kam bun-boe chhut a-i pha & thi®-16 té-bang? A-i hiah sita-khi? Kam khi géa thiau chhut i
é chhiu-té-a-sim? Goa hang-hang stin--i, i-keng sin b6 poa®-sut, kap Kheng-tong kang-khoéan tioh than
chiah @ thang chiah. A-i thai tioh khip hiah tidu--leh?” Tng teh sia" chéng sia" au, sim-thau khi-khi
16h-16h.... "Chhan-kheé chia--¢, seng siu ho ho,” Jit-seng chiong toh-téng hia théh héng--i: "Eng-am ho
chia--é chhan-khe, koat--chit-& chin li-hai” Jit-seng oan-na khi-sin, beh oat jip-khi hioh-khun: "Li seng
léng-chéng--chit-&, Khéng-tong gbéan é koh chim-chiok khoa"-mai..... Tan lin a-i khi khah chhé 1oh-khi,
khoa"-khoa"-a chiah koh chham-siéng--lah hoh®”
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’Ka li sng lidu, ta-ta khau-khau, sit théh chit-chheng-ban chau boe--khi” Giok-bi hée A-eng é siau-sit:
“Khan-kau-4, chiah chhim pang--chhut-khi nia, t6 @ lang chhut-keé. Na mai kip, idu @ lang thah--leh”
Giok-bi kidong-tiau: "Chit-ma bé-chhiu tng kiong, 1i hit-té chhan chin sio-loh--leh.” "Tauh-tauh-a lai, bo
leh koéa"” A-eng sim-thau t6-si put-an. T6 chiong hit-mé thau-bde, kong ho Giok-bi thia®. "Li i-keng
chéang-tioh kiat-thau--a, si an-cho6a® lin a-pa kong ho li é chhan-khe koat chit-é? Li sit” khoa®-mai--leh.”
“In khau-khau sia”-sia™ iong m-kam chiong tai-chi han--leh...” "Si--a, bo-chhai 1i hiah khi4u, chin-chin
si tong-kiok-chia bé. Bo sit” lin a-i s1 an-choéa” it-chai hiam Kheéng-tong san, bo-ai li ke? Bun-té long
chhut ti chit-té chhan, 1i kdm khoa® boe--chhut-14i? Hit-chon in bé chhan koe ho li, kin-siok ku-thau ku
lai-bah, pui-chui b6 lau goa-lang chhén, koh ké-1é 1i phah-pia® cho seng-li. Thai a liau-tioh Sin-thiam
€ koe-sin--khi?” Giok-bi--a chiong in chhin-chéng, un-chéng téng kam-chéng léng thiah-thiah-tiau, ta”
lau chi®-chéng, ho A-eng thia®-tioh chiok m-ho.

“Chap goa ni chéng, ka-su li chai ke hit-é pah-hoe thau-ke, lin a-i & chiong chit-té chhan sang ho
li cho ke-chng--bo...? He chin pia®--leh-lah heh! Lin a-i sia®-khoan lang li ia m-si m-chai. Chit-é chi®
phah ji-si-kat, siau jip bo siau chhut, chhut-mia é chi®-kng. Hit-chtn na ke, kin-siok cha-po hit-péng
sang lau-4-chhu--a, i kdm boe kio li chiong chhén lau ho gin-4? M-chiah kong i chiin--li, bd tong--1i.
Chit-ma li chiong chhan-khe sang-héng, chia”-chia® tui tiong kiat--tioh in sim-thau. Sim-lai m-goan li
kah-chhéan--khi, ma phai®-se siu tng--lai. Siu--leh, td ho 1i liau--tioh, héng chhan pang lang. Koh ho
chng--nih é lang keng-thé, tui chhid”-sun toa-han é sin-pu siu® khok-héng. Bo hoat-to € t5, chi @ seng
han--leh-lah” Giok-bi--a chit-hang chit-hang thiah hé A-eng thia®, ho A-eng ju thia® ja pi-ai. Toa kang
chhu-hia, chhia® 4n-ne tak sim-ki, na @ séng chhu-tau--leh? Oe kong to-tAg--1ai, A-eng i idu m-si hui
chin sim-ki, beh chi-thoat in ta-ke-koa®, poe khi Khéng-tong hia.

”Li iau-si chiau ke-oe kia", po-cheéng li sin-si sun-si, tat-tioch bok-tek--lah.” Giok-bi chiad® lok-koan
ka ko-1é. Bé-chhan si kong-khai chin-héng, stii théan kau in ta-ke-koa® hia. Sit-chai khiang, tiau-kang
te"-chhe”, tui chit-kia" tai-chi put-biin put-biin, na-chhit® bo hoat-seng kang-khéan. An-ne ia ho, A-eng
ke-siau khui koan-koan, tah chin an, chin ngé. Khan-kau-a beh at-ké, tioh bé-chhia thah chap-ban, i
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chiah i-su i-su kidam nng, sa®-ban. Khan-kau-a chhoh kah: ”Si chin beh bé iah ké beh bé? Thai a hit-16
si-ti-a-ke--&” "Hi6, tiong-lang hiah ho6-cho, kio bé-chhiu ke thah--chit-é-lah” A-eng lau-sin chai-chai, ho
bé-chu chia® chhoh. Ia-ki khan-kau-a khoa" chit-te bah tiau bin-chéng, kian-kian-a kheh boe tioh, chiah
kian-sek tioh A-eng é li-hai. Ki-sit A-eng kam tah hiah nggé, khoa® chhut chhi-chhau 6a bé-hong, siong-
chhia” iau & koh khi--leh, bian kia® b6 bé-cha. Koh chit-hang, iang Lim cha-jim Tai-pak chhée chhu.
Thia® 14i thia® khi soah m-chai ai bé sia®-khoan, chiah chai bé-chhu tioh hak-bun. Kah-ah chhu beh bé
ho gin-4, sui-jidn A-eng chu-to, iau-si tioh hd gin-a chdan-téng chham-a. Ti chap-goeh choan-kang khi
Tai-pak, kau-tai Eng-siong kap A-koan hé-h6 khoa® chhu. ”I chit-chheng-ban kha-tau-4 bé nig-keng
kong-u, chit-lang chit-keng, siong-hoé 6a cho-hde, hd-hoé chiau-ko” A-eng hun-sek i an-ne cho é goan-in,
chhan-hng keng-che hau-ek pi Tai-pak hak-chhu chha chin ché. Koh ning-hia®™-moai ti Tai-pak téng-ki é
ki-hoe chin toa, "Beh cho Tai-pak-lang oh?” Lim chd-jim kong--é: "Soe chhu-khia si chin kan-khé--neh”
Chhu bé & po6-chit, chun bo ka-ti toa, soe--lang ma pi choh-sit khah & ho.

A-eng am-kham chhu-li chhan-hfig, tan chhu bé liau beh chai ke é siau-sit. Péng it-chai kau-tai:
“Bé-chhu é tai-chi, chiam-chhia" mai ho a-kong, a-ma chai. Lau-hoe-a-lang tui tho-té é kam-chéng kap
lan bo-kang. Tan chhu bé liau, ho in lai khoa®, 14i toa, in t6 hoa™-hi--lah” "In kdm m-chai li teh bé-chhan?”
A-koan sti mng: “N4 é boe tong?” ”Chit-kia" tai-chi ho ma-ma Gn-tin-a chha-li, siong-sin in thia"-tioh
bé-chhan hak-chhu, koh hé a-sun, it-téng hoa"-hi--é-lah” Sit-chai A-eng bo chek-kek chin-héng, oan-na
teh tan ta-ke-koa" é héan-eéng: “Lin seng khi liau-kai hoan-chhu chhi-chhau, tan in tap-éng, ke-siau é
hah, goa st lian-1ok lin.” Jit-seng, Siu-tin tui A-eng bé-chhan, it-tit ti chi to goa. Lian khan-kau-a khoa"
A-eng tah hiah ngg, oat koe-1ai chhoe Jit-seng. Jit-seng the kah li-1i: "Chhén siié, lin tioh chhoée i” Siu-tin

ma koéng kah sng gim-gim: "Goan sin-pu € chai-san, sia" ka" chu-i? Lin chhoe m-tioh lang--a-lah”

Oe thoan kau A-eng hia, bd-héng-tiong chd-séng chin toa é ap-lék. "Li seng léng-chéng--chit-g,
Kheng-tong goan & chim-chiok khoa®-mai” Che si hit-am in ta-koa” choe-au chit-ku 6e: "Tan lin a-i
khi khah chhé loh--khi, chiah koh chham-sidéng--lah.” "A-i khi kdm iau-boe chhé--16h? Iau teh sit-khi?
Hoan-sé lian a-pa to khi chham? Ah bé...” Sia"-tioh an-ne, sim na to koah. Cha sé-han, A-eng m-bat
hoan-poe si-toa, jia kah chhia® chit-chiin an-ne 16ng m-chhap--i! "Goa s1 m-si cho m-tioh--lah?” I it-chai
mig ka-ti: "Goa an-ne cho kam m-tioh? Bo, thai long tiam-tiam m-chhap--leh?” A-eng sit-chai chin kho-
nau, kdm-siong..... Sia"-khi sé-han, khoa"-tioh "a-peh” lai é si, bin-chhfig-kha t6 G han-chi, bi-ang ma @
bi--a. Thia™-tioh "A-eng, lai-khi chidh khok-a-te” Chhui-noa to kiong beh tin--loh-1ai. E ki-tit té it pai
chiah khok-a-te, Jit-seng hoan-hu mai chhiat. Nag-phiat phang kau bin-chéng, A-eng khoa" khok-a-te
hé to-péng, kha-chhng 6 chit-khang, jip tau-iti kap ko-ko é ti"-chiu™.

I chhui-noa lidn thun nhg, sa®-chhui, ti ngeh--leh chhui sti 6a--khi.... "Aih, aih, aih..., sio--1ah!” Jit-
seng hoah-sia” jiok boe tioh A-eng toa-chhui sop, khok-a-te tiam chhui-khang khok-khok-soan, thng-
tioh bak-sai to lian--loh-lai. Jit-seng chhui-khang tui chhui-khang it-tit pan-hong: *Goéng gin-a, sio-
hut-hut to kiat--16oh, é thng--si-oh.” Jit-seng ia chhio ia sioh, géan-lai chiah khok-a-te tioh hak-bun, ai

sim--poa”-hun-cheng-4, tan tau-id, ti*, hiam-chiu®, ti khok-a-te lai-té kia™ ho thau, chiah tu-ho sio, ta-ho
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chiah. Toe Jit-seng tng--1ai, chu-png, sé-sa”, ko-tiam, pia® chhu-lai, tak-hang khang-khoe to cho. Chia--é
khang-khoe A-eng chu sé-han cho koan-si, kd-na seng-oah é chit po-hin. Khoa" ti toa-lang gan-lai, si

thia®-tiuh-tiuh koh sioh-mia-mia. Jit-seng tioh pia® goa, si-keé pun-pho hoan-bé.

Siu-tin sui-jian ko 1ai, put-si ka® Sin-thiam, chng-thau chng-boée siu-hoe, ho Jit-seng @ mih thang bé.
Sa"-lang goa-khau chau-chong, kam-a-tiam keng-siong pang ho A-eng. Tioh ko tiam-khau eng-hu lang-
kheh, ia beh pia® chhu-lai chap-tih. Tui m-bat poa®-hang kau ban-sa-thong, si6-si6 ni-ki iong-séng i-chi
kian-kiong, kut-lat phah-pia”, khek-hok khun-kéng é seng-li kha-siau, si-lang kiong-téng kéng chhut
chit-phi® san-giap. Kho-sioh siong-thi® 6an-t6, Sin-thiam cha koe-sin, pang i ko-toa®™ bi-bong-jin.... "Ah!
“bi-bdng-jin”, “bi-bong-jin”! A-eng lin A-thiam kah ah si--khi, na m toe khi si--leh? Kah ah kai si boe
si? Ah-sai ai-ai-chap-chap, si ho--lah!” Koh sia” to-tng--lai, ’M-tioh, m-tioh!” A-eng sim-lai han-hoah:
”Sé-kan kam @ pun chu, chiéng, toa, se, si-sia kap siu-sia & chha-piat? Chit-ki chhau chit-tiam 16, 16-chui
chidu-0n. An-ne, lang thai @ kdan-ké gAm? Mui é lang éng-kai @ kong-pé® seng-chtin kap seng-oah é
khong-kan. Chit-é si-khong, eng-kai ho tok-lip, cha-chu cht-sin, m-sia sok-pak, khéng chhiong khéng
pia” é lang, é-tang tng-séh, hoat-hui é ki-hoe. Ti jin-ché bang-16 chhoe-tioh péng-héng é lip-chiok-tiam,
tah chhut khui-khoah é 16--chhut-lai...”

A-eng chin oan-than, "A-i oan-na cha-bd-lang, pé”-pé" cha-bo-lang, na boe thé goan siat-siong--
leh....” Bé-chhan soah chii 4n-ne thoa--leh. M-koh, sin puh niig-chan tai-chi ho A-eng sim hoan. Chit-
hang si A-hoe siu-ta"--a, A-chiong kap in sin-pt khé-kita tng-khi toa cho-hde. Chhu khang--chhut-1ai, in
a-1 ma ke chiok bo phoa®. Léng-goa chit-hang, A-tian chhai-ke-a bo-ai cho--a, sia™ koe-ni-a koe, Chiang-
hoa chhoe chhu bé chi-chg-chhan. Chhu kang-khoéan b6 lang soe--a. A-hoe poa"-soa, éng-hiéng siong
toa iau-si Siu-tin, pang-thau lai tang-sai-a in nig-lang siong ho, siong G 6e kong. A-eng sui-jian khi A-
hoe gau poa"-oe, m-koh, khoa" Siu-tin chit-é boé phoa®, put-si gam-khuh-gam-khuh, soah thé i kho-lian.
Jit-seng chu Sin-thiam koe-sin, kdm-a-tiam pang ho A-eng, lian khui chhai-ke-a, kang-khoéan pang ho
ta-ke sin-pu. Ka-ti chit-lang té-it, long-ia, soa™-iu, tio-iu, to-iu..., sio-chio--leh si-ké khi. Siu-tin chit-é
kong--i, t6 in kong i idu teh choh-sit--leh, ia bo leh chhit-thé. Ki-sit chhan-hfig khang-khoe 16ng chhia®
lang. Si kéng Jit-seng sim-chong hoeh-it that lidu-au, Siu-tin kia"--tioh, m-ka" siu™ ho cho, to6 sti-chai i
liu-liu khi--lah. Ah na chhai-ke-a siu--khi-lai, A-eng sit”, che tai-chi to6a--loh.

A-tian chhai-ke-a m-cho beh kai-t6, A-eng liau-kai. Cho boe koe kang, than bo-kau kang-chi”, koh
chim--16h-khi ma b6 chian-t6. M-koh, kin-a-jit kim-4-tiam & chiin-chai, ke-kiam kho chhai-keé-4 tha®--
leh. Chhai-ke-a na siu, b6 tau sio-kéng, kheh-mng iau € liti-sit. Géan-pun sit kong-kau hok-Ii tiong-sim
chhia® boe-chié kheh-ho, chhiau-siong, pah-hoe, ji-si si6-si pian-1i siong-tiam koh tit-tit khui, kam-a-
tiam i-keng chia® phai" seng-chtin--loh. Chhit® A-mi, tiam kam bo khui t1 chhi-a-khau, "Chiah-chhi
si chiah-chhi, lang toa-beé-titi", beh ho lang cho tai®! Chit-ma lid-héng toa-hi chiah sié-hi, se-boe--é na
chhiu” bé chiah, kian-kian-a tioh chiah thé-soa-hin-a koh” A-mi téng-i soan-ko chit-é si-tai é kiat-sok.
Kan-ta® khoa" chhai-chhi-a si-kho-lian-tng, sa® kha-po chit kham, go kha-po chit-keng é chap-hoe-a-
tiam, ho toa-be-tid® kiat kah boe chhdan-khui. Bo siu tioh kai-td, chhun--é neh--leh neh--leh, ia bo leh
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joa ho koe. Chit-khoan seé-bin, h A-eng sim kia". Chi-si chit kai ko goeh 14i, in ta-ke beh chhap na
m-chhap--leh, ho i phai® khui-chhui. Iau-si A-koan tng--1i, thia"-tioh A-tian beh poa®-séa, chhu lang
nig-keng chhut--lai, kong ai stin-soa kai-pian keng-éng héng-thai. A-eng ko-1é i ka a-ma koéng, béng--é
pidu-si in a-ma thia® i & oe, chit-kia® tai-chi i m-ka" cho-chi. Am--é leh, chhu-kéng gai-gioh, m-ka"
chhun-kha chhut-chhiu. "Lan chit-keng bé-tia", tioh téng-ui sia-khu-seng é si6-be-tia"”

A-koan kong-tioh chid® G-pan: "Lan b chai-tiau kap toa-bé-titi” pia®, ma bod beh kap in pia®, chu-iau
éng-kai ht-kin li-pian. Teé ji, khak-téng beh bé sia"? Seng koat-téng beh bé chhe®-sian sit-phin--b6? Na
beh, tioh chhia® tong-lek, ko-ke kui-bd kap siat-pi. Té sa®, thong-poa™ kidm-thoé chin-chhut-hoe lia-téng
kap séng-pan. But-liti tian-nau koan-che, iti-ki jin-lek séng-pun ai kang kau chhun chit-lang, lang-kheh
ma tioh chu-cho-sek.” A-koan phoe-phéng chit nng-kham tiam, chdan bé hau-lut: “Lin khoa" kam-a-tiam
ham chhai-ke-4 iong sa®-lang, tong-jian cho b6-kau kang-chi®--a” Sia" boe kau A-eng sin-khé chap goa
ni, soah ho A-koan tong-cho b6 hau-lut: "Ah na beh beé ti-bah, hi-4, cheng-se™-4, chit-lang an-ché6a” cho?
Kam bu é--khi?” "Thai ba boe--khi!” A-koan in-tioh chia" sang-se: "Kio téng-chhit chhu-li ho, lan bé
hian-séng--é-a. Chit-ma sia” si-tai, kang-kiu hun-kang hap-chok, kiong-tong chhong-cho li-stn. Hap
leh cho, hap leh than....” "Ah si beh 4n-chéa™ hap leh cho?” Siti-tin thia® lidu chia® @ héng-chhu: “E khi
ho lang chiah--khi-b6?” "Kéng-tioh an-choa™ hap-chok, che chia” a thang hoe--leh” A-koan héng-chhih-
chhih: "An-ne--lah, géa tng-1ai mig kong-si G héng-chhu--bd, phai lang lo6h--1ai. Tak-é tioh seng sia® ho
ho, na kong € ho-se, Tian-chek--4 in poa®-soa, chhu sti chéng-li. Nag-kham tiam-bin phah thong, sa®-
chap goa phéng chin ho6-iong--lah” A-koan kong-tioh u tidu @ li, A-eng soah khim-hok--khi-lai. Siu-tin
ma thia® chin jip hi* "Khah oa” lin a-kong tng--14i, 1i kong khah siéng-se--leh. Lan chit-kham tiam li
bat hoa"--koe,” Siu-tin na-chhia" teh ko-chia™: "Li tng-lai kui-oe, tng-lai hoa®”, ho--m?” Goéan iau-si beh
tiam Tai-pak, ...koh bian kui-ni-a, gdan to seng tiam-tiu"--a-neh.”

Ka-béng é se-chiat, Jit-seng iau-si hoan-hu A-eng chhu-li, na-chhita® tui i beh chai ke é tai-chi, pang
boe ki--tit-a. A-eng kang-khoan chin-sim chin-lék, cho-hoat khah 6a soe-chhu--chhut-khi. Id-koan tiam-
tia" it-chit phah 6ah-khau, ki béng lan chhia®, na chhia® bé, iti tui-hong bé tidu-kia" chi-6an. Keng-koe
chit-chan tai-chi, A-eng hoa"-hi in A-koan ke chin bat chin liti--a, i0-ki tui khang-khoe é jiat-chéng tau-
jip, ho i kam-sia chia® chhim. Lang kong keng-giap lok-kin, tai-khai chi chhia® A-koan an-ne é khoan.
M-koh, hé A-koan chhid i bé hau-lut, sit-chai chhin-sim né-chi. It-si put-pi it-si, hit-chan lian sia” to
sia” boe kau. Khoa"-tioh A-koan pian kah toa-lang téa-chéng, cho-tioh tai-chi chi-sin béan-bdéan. Aih,

m-lau ma ho jiok kah lau!
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Oat--leh it-kiu-pat-kit-ni kau. Chhan-hng bé-chu i-keng chhut kah chit-chheng-chit-pah-sa®-chap-ban,
iau koh hu chheng. Giok-bi jin-ti thi®-ke, tioh kin chhut-chhit. Siong tiong-iau Kheéng-tong si-goeh-té
beh thé-hiu. M-tan Chhai-giok pit-giap, chdan-ke beh poa® thg-khi LAm-tau, séng chhii-soe-chi®. Khéng-
tong iGi-gdan beh in thau-16, tng-khi chit-choa, kang-ti" chho-kang bian kia" bo. A-eng chhan-hig be-
-khi, sti Tai-pak hak-chhu. Cheng-chha bé-chhu @ tam-poh-a chhut-jip, A-koan kah-i Lai-& chit-tong
si-chan thau-thi® lau-a-chhu, khai kah 1ai tioh chit-chheng-ning-pah-go, A-koan ko-chia® in a-kong thiap
chi®, kong & cheng-tat, tin than, Eng-siéng ma chin kah-i. Kui-bée hit-tong bé h& Eng-siéng. A-koan-
-leh, tan ke chiah koh kong. Siok-gi kong Ah-nng khah bat to @ phang”. A-eng bé-chhan hak-chhu é
tai-chi, ho A-koan iah--chhut-1ai, i-keng m-si pi-bit. Hit tong-si Siti-tin khi A-eng beh chai ke, théh héng
chhan-kheé, kia-kim-phg-4. "Teh chau-that lang sioh?”

Siu-tin bin-chhiu® chia® bai: "Beh ke, ho-hé-a chham-siong, ah-sai poa™-hi? Ta" cha sé-han chhi-toa,
sia" tai-chi boe kong--1i? Sia® tai-chi boe chham-siong? Na-chhia®” ka-ti cha-bg-kia" an-ne teh khoa®-
thai, chhiu-thau long pang ho hoa", ia boe hat-tioh, si beh joa ho? Iau teh pi® kau-lang!” Siu-tin chit-é
sia-khi, Jit-seng ma kong i bo-hoat--tit, kui-khi phia®--leh. Ki-chai ta-ke, sin-pt tiam-tiam-a khi la. Thau
khi-seng, Siu-tin G-kau khi, tiau-i-ko' m-chhap--i. Au--1ai khoa® i bé-chhan, kui-khi té*-chhe®, ki-chai i
khi bt. Bée--a chai-ia" chhi1 bé hé gin-4, sim-koa™ chiah lioh-lioh-4 16h-nfig. M-koh, hi itt A-eng khi-ké,
ia tioh-ai i siu-soah. Siu-tin sim-koa® liah than-ho6ai”, bak-chiu peh kim, khoa" i an-chéa” loh-tai. Ki-sit
A-eng Tai-pak hak-chhu chit-khun, koe-ni b6-éng chit-khun, soa--1oh A-tian poa®-s6a Chiang-hoa, tioh
phah thong nig-kham tiam-bin chong-siu, kai si6-héng chhiau-siong” Thiam-tioh & ho-ke boe plin-hoe.
Hoat-1oh kah 0 chit-é kham-cham, i-keng sa"-goeh-té--loh.

A-eng sia™: “Ta" seng-khu b6 poa™-sian, chap-hoe khang-chhiu 1ai, chi-kin khang-sin khi, a-i beh
iong sia" ka tong, ka chah? “Thia"-sioh li, m-kam hd li chiah-kh6.” Kin-pun si the-st. Ji-kin bd chi® it-sin
khin, kap Khéng-tong kang-khoan, kang-kip, si a-i sim-bok-tiong "bd sin-ke € lang”. In ke-6e ka" tioh
pian ah-oe...” Hoai"-tit, A-eng chu-i liah tia®, put-kéan in an-chéa™ héan-tui, i to-s1 beh chai ke. Che sii

é-tang ka-ti chi-cht, ma bo beh chiap-sit lang é choé-it! Chit-pai kap téng-pian bo-kang, 1é-mau siong é
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po-pi, b6 beh chhun--in. Ui-tioh hian-si koat-sim, A-eng siG" tdn chheng-béng gin-4 tng--1i, seng kong
h& in chai, chiah chidu-hoe ta-ke-koa®". Thai & chai Eng-siéng tian-6e kha--1ai, chhun chia®-ko-goeh kho
gian-kiu-s6, beh ke thak kéa chheh, iau-kiti mai tng--1ai. A-koan--leh, ti-hé goeh-té tong-su li-chit,
sin-lang iau-boe pd, chheng-béng kong-hiu pai boe chhut--1ai, boe-tang tng--lai.

Kui-boe, Sin-thiam soah pian siong cha chai-ia" A-eng é koat-téng. Hit-am, A-eng kui-16 pai giah
tian-6e beh kha ho A-koan, kan-ta® liah boe tia®.... Sia"-khi chheng-béng, hak-hau hioh-khun, A-nai in
long tng--lai. Kah ah si beh ho A-koan in seng chai--a, kang-khoéan ia tioh ho A-nai in chai-id". Chit
kui ni lai, Kheéng-tong kia™ pai-tioh A-eng é mia-chiat, chiong kam-chéng chhim-chhim bai tiam sim-lai,
lidn in cha-bé-kia® to m-chai. "Nai (nah €) bd-ai hd chai?” Sia”-sia”, peng-siu® poa”-chiah ke, tok-tok
pau-pau--leh, oat tui Kheng-tong chia--lai. A-nai tng teh khioh chau-kha. Khoa"-tioh A-eng lai, "a-i,
a-1” kio-tioh joa hoa"-hi--leh. Chhai-giok thia® sia® tui pang-keng-a té chhut--lai: A-i, hioh-khun--a?”
”Chit-khui-a chéng-siu, b6 khui-tiam.” Pun-lai beh mng @ khi a-bd bong-chéng kui-chéa--bo, idu-si mai
théh-khi. Chah lai poa®-chiah ke khng toh-téng: “Lin a-pa--leh?” To chiah mig soah, Khéng-tong tah
chhut hu-loh-keng: "Chheng-béng bo-éng, b6 khah cha hioh--leh?” ”Sia"-tioh gin-a pang-ka, lai khoa"
in--chit-€” Na kong na toe Kheng-tong oat jip-khi lai-té: “Ke-bah lin na thau khi-lai chiah...” A-nai sti
beh thau, Chhai-giok kong chiah ti chiah-pa nia, tan khah am--leh. Tng teh tit-t{, *Thai m thau khi-1ai
chiah,” A-eng kap Kheéng-tong oat to chhut--lai. Chiah ta chiah-pa, idu-boe iau.” "He chiah ah boe pa,”
A-eng 6a lai thau--khui: "Li khoa™ A-nai chhui-noa kiong beh tin--loh-1ai”

’Lin a...a...a-bu ai lin chiah, lin t6 chidh--lah” A-nai chhiu ta tham o6a, tut-jian tam--leh: *A-pa...li
kong sia™?” Chhai-giok ma chhui peh-khui, héan nga--khi. “Lin ma-ma ai lin chiah, kin chiah--lah” A-
eng khoa" chit nig-é sng-kam-ti", si-lai bak-chiu siong to koe--1ai, kan-ta" a...to a boe--loh-khi. "A-1 cho
lin ma-ma, kap lin toa cho-hée ho--m?” *Chia®-sit--é? Bo leh kong sng--é? A-i, b6 phian--lang-é ho"?”
A-nai kui-seng-khu kiong beh ti6--khi-lai, khoa™ A-eng chhio-chhio-a tam-thau, kui-é-lang ka" liah é
tiau: “Oa! Goa siong hoa"-hi--lah, géan @ ma-ma--lah, @ ma-ma--lah...!” A-nai na thiau na hiu, chiong
khoai-lok ia kah méa chhu-keng. A-eng m-bat khoa™ lang hiah hoa™-hi, sti ho kdm-jidm-tioh....M-koh,
ma...ma...ma...é khau-sia® toe jiok 6a--lai. Géan-lai iau chit-thau é Chhai-giok, chhia ka bin am--leh ma
boe théng. Ju chhngh keng-kah-théau tiuh ja toa-é. Chit-péng chhio, chit-péng khau, hé A-eng m-chai
beh an-cho6a®, kui-khi chiong Chhai-giok lam 6a--1ai.

Sia" chai, hoa®-thau hi-bin é A-nai, tian-to hd Chhai-giok ban--khi, ma toe "ma ma ma”...hd" chhut
sia” 1ai. ThAu--4 chit-é chhio, chit-é khau. Soa--16h ldm khau chham, kui-bde bak-sai kdm leh chhio.
Chéng-su é kék-tong, kam-chéng é pian-hoa, ho A-eng chia® chhim-khek é kam-sit. Tng-lai chhu--nih,
kui-16 péi tian-oe giah--khi-1i, soah tan-sim Tai-pak hit-péng 5 héan-éng. “E chhit® Chhai-giok, A-nai
hiah kék-tong--b6? A-nai in é khau kap chhio si tit-tioh ma-ma. A-koan in é hoéan-éng--leh? Kam é kong
sit-khi ma-ma? Hék-chia phai® sia"-sau, pai-siap in é put-béan? Kap chin-chéng mé i put-sita ha-to kang-
khéan? In sim-bok-tiong € ma-ma tioh sam-chin kau-liat? Si it-1a put-sa liong-hu....?Kah ah si kan-ta®

chhin ho chai séng-chit, ho-pit tit-tioh in é héan-éng....” Khoa"-khoa" choe-au chit-choa khoai-sin idu
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é-hu--leh. Na-chhia" kin-a-jit kong ho Sin-thiam chai-i4" kang-khoan, chin-liong mai tai kam-chéng,
kin giah-pit sia phoe.
Eng-siéng, A-koan:

Khoa" phoe lidu-au, m-koan an-chéa® sia”, ma-ma idu-si lin 5 ma-ma. Chheng-béng lin b6 tng--
lai, ma-ma chit-lang chia®-bong kui-chéa. Bong-chhau chia” ong koh kau-chhi. Ma-ma chhau-ke-a na
phut, na kong h lin pa-pa chai. Chiah ché ni i, sfii lin ji téa-han, ju bo khoai-1ok....Eng-sidng idu kdm
é ki--tit-b6? Sé-han che-chhia, sai lau kui-kho-té, kui-chhia chhau-mi-mo é tai-chi--bd? Sia®-khi ham
pa-pa ka lin lak sai-jio, chong i-seng é jit-chi, sit-chai ho ma-ma siau-liam. Kin-a-jit khoa® lin téa-han,
sui-jidan kham-khiat, idu-si ha" koe kng-1é-a-chng. Thi® khoah té khoah, ki-chai teh poe, thian-gai hai-
kak, ki-chai teh ii. Lin teh poe si, m-chai @ sia"-tioh ko-toa”, chek-bok é ma-ma--bd? Si an-chéa® lin
ju toa-han, ma-ma ji b6 khoai-lok? Tng lin € chta-chu chu-lip, chi-ngé séng-tidng, boe-tang hd ma-ma
liap khi liap t6 si, hoan-se-4 si tak-é ti-hai é khai-si. Kap chin ché chi-su é pé-ba kang-khéan — it-ki
chit-kba & ma-ma, joa siG® chiong lin khip tidu-tidu. U kho-léng--ka? Lin beh--bo?

Chiah ché ni lai ma-ma joa ai thia™-tioh lang-sia®, khoa" lang-ia", phi® lang-hian--leh. Chia--¢, lin
pa-pa long bo hoat-td ho--goa. Kin-a-jit ka lin pa-pa kong beh chai ke Kheng-tong, b6 beh oah tii é im-
ia" ha, péng m-si bo ai i. Tui ma-ma lai kong, koh-khah iau-kin si "Li khoai-lok--bd?” Na-chhia® b6 lang
teh koan-sim, chun-bun--tioh. Ah b6, lin 0 iah b6--leh? A-koan, ma-ma chai-id" li chheh Khéng-tong
chhap "lan tau” é tai-chi. Na bo Khéng-tong, li € pian kah an-choéa®...? Chai ke Kheng-tong, kang-khoan
koe péng-héan é jit-chi, bo tia®-tioh idu khah kan-khé--leh. M-koh, tii ma-ma i-gi tiong-tai. Che si s&
ni 1ai cht-cha, cha-lip, li-ti, kdm-chéng kau-chian au é koat-téng. Ki-thai tit-tioh tak-é é chiok-hok.

Tai-pak kau-thong hok-chap, tioh khah se-ji--leh.
ma-ma pit chheng-béng am

Phoe kia chhut lidu-au, A-eng kdm-kak kui-sin khin-sang, khoa"-khoa" tak-hang long hoat-1oh chiu-
chi, b6 sia® koh tioh chhau-hoéan é tai-chi--lah. Keh tng jit, pin-chia® thé-kha chioh-a béa ho, soa--1oh-
lai bak-kang chhia®-kek, thai chai bak-kang khang-khoe chhian--khi, boe-tang 1ai. A-eng li-iong lang-
phang, hoat-1oh chit-koéa su-si, sia"-khi eng-am beh “chiau-hoe” ta-ke-koa®, tioh khah @ cheng-sin--leh.
I choan-kang khi sé thau-mfg, cho chit-é bin, koh khi chhai-hong-tiam hiah® sin cho it"-chong....Tng
A-eng sim-li tidu-sek su-si, thai chai jin-soan put-ji thian-soan! Siu-tin tau au loh-lai stin chhia™-kek
tiam-bin. B6 chu-i tioh thd-kha chhim sé-chioh-a, phah-la phah kah kut-liu-siu, soah khi chhi--t6! Un-
to tho-kha, tin-tang to thia®. Jit-seng pha-pha-chéau, A-eng it khi sé thau-mng. Kio thi® kio té, kio long
bd lang. Koh boe hoan-sin lih, sian peh to peh boe--khi-li....

Tan kau A-eng tng--1ai, i-keng un-t6 tho-kha, 0 tidm goa cheng ku--a. A-eng kin kha it-it-kiu, kio
kiu-ho-chhia kip-sang pé"-1". Jit-seng thia®-tioh siau-sit, koéa"-kau pé"-1%, i-keng chhu-li chit-toa”-loh-
-a. Chio tian-kong-kia®, 1éng-chui-kut pit lih--khi, tioh toa-i* koan-chhat. ”Seng un-téng pé”-chéng,
m-thang ho ok-hoa--khi,” I-seng é e ho A-eng é kia™: "Ah b, tioh chit-si-lang un tiam bin-chhng té loh”



82 CHAPTER 21. TE 21 CHIU"

A-eng pan ho toa-1" chhid-siok, koh tng-khi chhoéan sé thg, the-6a” é sa”-a-kho, chun-pi thg-ki toa-i".
Hoe kau lai i-keng chin am--a. Kui-na pai beh kha tian-oe hé A-koan in, sit"-tioh cha-mé kia chhut
hit-tiu® phoe, tian-6e giah boe--khi-lai. "A-pa li tng-khi hioh-khun, am-si géa 1ai ko,” Sia"-tioh chhu-lai
chi chhun chit-lang, ték-piat teng-léng: "Khah se-ji--leh, jit-si chiah koe--1ai, chhu--nih chhia"-kek, idu
tioh hoat-loh--leh.” Thia"-tioh Siu-tin t6 tiam pé"-chhig hai®-hai"-kio, i 16ng boe-tang hun-tam. Koh
khoa" Jit-seng chit-hoah chit-hoah kia® chhut pé"-i", keng-kah-thau tam-sée, tam-soe, "A-pa oan-na beh
chhit-chap--a” Lun boe-tidu sim-thau chat--khi-lai. Na-chhia® khi khap-tioh lan Tai-6an-lang pi-chéng

é gbdan-thau.

Tui Jit-seng, Siu-tin, A-eng mui chit-lang 1ai kong, 16ng si chiah-ni-a ko-toa®, bo-i bo-phoa™. "Na
bo tak-é an-ne khan-tin ban-tau, kéng cho-hoe, si beh an-chéa” chiin-oah ti chit-é sé-kan--leh? Goa
it-sim it-1 beh li-khui chhu-tau, chai ke Kheng-tong. Ki-thai tak-é khia tiam goa é lip-tid" khoa"-thai
kap chiok-hok. Thai b6 khi sit®-tioh a-i--leh? A-pa liu-liu khi, a-i kang-khoéan ko-toa® bo-phoa®. Chit-
ma poah chit-td, un-t6 bin-chhiig beh an-choéa®....?” Na b6 Siu-tin poah-t6, A-eng boe khi kak-chhat, i
keng-jian i-poe kui-chhu-tau siong-i Gi-béng é thih-lut, chhiok-hoan chheng-pah-ni lai ho-bai kat-tiau
é to-tek-lut! Goa kio lang mai chti-su, chiong sim pi sim....sio-phah b6 koe chhan-hoa®, géa A-eng iau
m-si kang-khoan chi-su, t6-phiah chek-jim é lang....?” Sim-thau liah tia", A-eng kha tian-6e khi Tai-pak.
A-koan siong ia-pan, Eng-siong chiap tian-6e. A-eng bo-ai gin-4 phah chhe®-kia®, tiau-kang kong khin
a-ma poah-t6 é chéng-héng. Koh kau-tai na siu-tioh i kia é phoe, mai thiah-khui théh héng. Eng-siong
mig Ti sia"-mih, "Tai-khai sin-hiin khi ho chau-cheng--khi-a-lah” A-eng eng-tap.
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*Tang, tang, tang” Si-cheng khiang sa”-sia", ho A-eng kéng-kak. "Ah, i-keng sa”-tiam--a” Tak éng-koe-
a, Siu-tin 1ong ti sa®-tiam-goa-a khi-chhfig. I khin-sia® oat chhut pang-keng-a-mfg, beh tham-khoa®
chhé®--lai-boe, thang ka Eng-siong beh trng--1ai é siau-sit po ho a-m4 chai..... Chhim tah chhut mfg,
A-eng é ki-tit, to-si hag-hng chit-sia” "Ma...” hiu--1ai, A-koan tui khau--a chhi"-chhi" kéng-koéng chong
jip--lai. K6éan-kia-a khok, khok, khok, po-p6 khok i é sim-koa™ khut-a. A-eng chit-am khoa"-ko pé"-lang,
tng--lai chhu--nih, hoat-16h tiam-bin cho-chok, kui-é-lang thiam kah sian kah. Koh i cha-jit kia chhut
€ phoe tng-teh au-nau..... Hiong-hiong thia®-tioh A-koan chng--jip-lai é chun-im, chhia" cho m-tioh é
cha-bé gin-4, sim-thau phih-phok-chhai, beh sidm ma siam bo 16.... "Ma..., gbéan boé-ai li ko-toa®, goan
ai li ke ho Kheng-a-chek--lah” A-eng hong-hong i6-i6 é sim, h A-koan long 6a--14i, tian-to héan chai-
-khi. Chit-ma thia® "géan ai li khoai-khoai lok-10k, bo-ai li 1ong-hui chheng-chhun--a-lah....” It-si-tek

kiam-sng-kho-siap, ngd-bi-chhah-chap. Chiong chong 6a--1ai é A-koan hé sé"-mia lam-tidu.

”S1 an-choa” siong phai®-mia si lan cha-b6? Chhu--nih chhut tai-chi tioh lan cha-bé ti-khut, hi-
seng? ...a-kong siong chi-su, tak-hang phia®--leh cho i khi..... Géan beh li ke..., ah! Géan ma ai a-ma
0 lang thang ko neh....” A-koan é put-phéng, na-chhia® teh iah chhut tai-tai tim-chek é pi-chéng: "Goa
ka a-kong kong, a-ma tioh ko ho su-si! A-kong beh cho, cho € kau--lah..... Ah b6, ma, cho 1i ke! A-ma
t6 bin-chhig chit-goeh, chit-ni, a-kong chit-goeh, chit-ni pé”-chhfig tioh ko-tidu, ....bian sia" beh chau-
siam--lah” A-koan na koéng na chhngh, sia"-sia® ku-ku beh i ke. Bu-lu lian-sim, b6 ko-ht i chhia®-toa
é sim-hoeh. A-eng ia kdm-siong ia an-ui, khin-khin hée-tiau A-koan é bak-tai. "A-kong sia" boe chhut
libng-chodan-ki-bi é pan-hoat, bian sia” beh ho-koe. Long a-ma siu® sid®-séng, b6 ho cho khang-khoe.....
Ah! Ma, gban joa-4 ai--li neh!” Chit-ku "Ma, gdan joa-a ai--li neh!” ho A-eng sim-thau un-léan, chat-chi®.
Ah, ti kia" ai chhu 1ai hi-seng, hu-chhut, i si sim-kam chéng-goan--lah.

Tham-thau khoa® tuii chhéng-4-kha, hit-tin lau-hoe-4-pan i-keng soa™-ké, chhun Jit-seng kap Eng-
chin ti ki-pda” téng teh chian. "A-pa to-si chit-khoéan lok-thiong-seng, bo-hoéan bo-16, chit-si-lang tai
chiah-1ok, i0-16k, péng-it moa si-ké. Kap Eng-chin ti chit-td". Sai-kong-4 sin-poe, hi-hi hoa-héa, bo-
kim bo-ki” "H6, khoa® 1i & kai® iah boe kai®;” Ui-tioh A-eng, Eng-chin gi tai siang-koan, chhid poah-t6
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chai-chhiig é Siu-tin: "Bian sia" bin-chhfig téng teh chhia-poah-péng--a ho"?” "Chhia® lin--leh, chiah
khoa" s6--a kha-boe that--leh that--leh, koh that chit-é chhut--lai koh?” Siu-tin sui-jian t6 ti pé"-chhng,
oan-na m-nit chhui: "Na € kai”, that chit-é chhit-chap-léng lai khoa®-mai--leh.” Goa-lang tai-khai thia®
b6 in teh kéng sid®, A-eng t6 chin chheng-chhé. Géan-lai ti i-su-juh cho moéa-goeh si, Eng-chin tai-hoat
miau-lan: "Tak-é kan-ta® ho™-hin, mig géa go-chap-hoe an-chda® tit-cht. M-kia® lin thau-oh, .... hd lin
s6--a that--chhut-lai-é-lah”

Oe to boe soah, chiah-toh siii @t lang tda-sia™ nga: "O-péh kong--a, gin-4 si beh an-chéa™ ho hia™-s6-
lang-4 that--chhut-14i?” "B kéng lin tm-chai,” Eng-chin kek kah joa sin-pi: “Lin chai-i4" am--a bin-chhfig
t6--10h, lin hia®-s6-lang-a kha-boe ngiauh--leh ngiauh--leh to that--koe-lai. "Phah bo-soa®-tian chhong
sia"?” "Hio, hig boe 1€, chi boe ia, khang-khoe boe cho beh khun sia"?” Goéan i-su-juh t6 an-ne ho lin
s6--4 that--chhut-lai-lah” Eng-chin liAm-mi té"-khong, liim-mi kek-siau, chai-ché & lang i-keng chhio
kah tang-t6 sai-oai. ”Chu iok: Sit, sek, seng--ia,” Eng—chin chit-& hoa™-hi, ke chin héng-thih: ”Au-tai é
cha-po-lang, kong-tioh in joa chhi-ko, joa iong--leh, ki-sit chit-ku oe si ho Khong-chu-ma that--chhut-

A A

lai-é.

Eng-chin n4 kéng na gau chhau-kai: “Lin sia® khoa®-mai--leh, hit-chin Khéng-chi-kong it-sim it-i,
thui-siau keng-sé che-bin é ja-hak, thiam kah lian "tai-chi” to boe ki-tit thang pan. Na mai Khong-chu-
ma kha-boe that--leh that--leh phah sin-ho, kui téa-phai® Khong-chu-sun beh toh--1ai? Khong-chia-ma
kha-boe chit-é chiap that, bu kah Khong-chu-kong chhéan-phi*-phé”, chiah € toa-sia™ hoah sit-sek seng
ia, sit-sek séng ia....!” Eng-chin to-si chit-khéan kam-chhau jin-but. A-eng kap Khéng-tong é tai-chi,
ho i so-i* té"-pi®, chin kin to @ tho-sian é hong-an. Tai-khai chun-tiong jin-seng, thong-chéng tat-li,
seé-kan kam 1 hit-ho boe kai-koat é tai-chi? Tau-té Eng-chin an-chéa® ka Sit-tin kéng? Kui-kang au,
”A-eng--a, Eng-chin beh iang li tau-sa®-kang--neh” Ti pé"-chhhg pi®, Jit-seng iau-kiti A-eng: "A-lok G-
hoe beh thé-hiu--a, Eng-chin 5 hhi7-ke-ti0i® tng teh chhoe bé kha-siau. Thia® kong hoan-chhu siu-sok,
Kheéng-tong bo beh toa--a. Choan-kang iang chhia® i tau-kha-chhid, m-koh i b6 tap-eéng. Li khng i lau--
16h-lai-lah ho™?” Pe"-chhfig téng é Siu-tin ma chham leh khng i: "Eng-chin m-si pat-lang, li kio i toa--leh

tau-sa®-kang--lah”

A-eng na-au-kong it-tit ti"--khi-lai, A-koan é put-phéng i-keng hoat-ka®. Chioh sang Jit-seng, li-
khui pé"-chhiig. A-pa cho tai-chi to-si an-ne, ka li thok--chit-¢, 1i to ai chai--a. Jit-seng na-chhia" bo
hoat-kak A-eng loe-sim é pho-tong, ko leh chi-gian cha-gi: "Aih, lau--loh, chin-chia® boe ka"--a-lah”
Jit-seng kong--a kong, chhun chhiu pa tiam A-eng keng-kah-thau, ho A-eng siong-tong kék-tong. "Lin
ko-ke, a-pa m-tat-tit lin a-i, Gi-tioh an-ne soah lai kap goa-ke thg lai-ong. Li idu € ki-tit goa-kong, a-kua-
-b6?” HG Jit-seng thé-khi, A-eng sia"-khi chap-goa-hoe-4, bat lai é goa-kong, a-ka, soah m-bat khoa"-
-ki"-a. ”Lin a-ka lai chioh nng-chheng-kin chhek-4 cho pun, beh cho tiong-p6a®, pang ian-a-péng ho
kam-a-tiam. Nng-chheng-kin chhek-4, tioh joa sin-kh¢ liap-chek neh. Na chioh i, lan tu bian lian. Ho
a-i ki-choat. Lin goa-kong khi a-i b6 thang, phoa-pé" koe-sin.

Lo-boe a-ki ma tho-hai 1ai si, chi an-ne té-pang. Lau loh a-i it-seng choe-toa é han-st.” Jit-seng
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na kong, A-eng kam-sit pa ti keng-kah-thau é chhid-kut ju tang ju kho-chhin. "Hit-chtin oan-na san
kah kia"--a, kan-khd--koe-lai é lang, tui chi® to khoa® khah tang--tam-poh-a. Li mai koai a-i--lah ho™?”
”Ah, a-pa, thai é--leh?” Pa--1ai é chhit-kut, hiah kau, hiah tang. In-khi A-eng tiAm-tidm tih-tih é ki-ek.
I chin si0" soe-goat to-liti, chhau-bok hoe-hok hun-hong. Tng-lai cho gin-a si-tai, un tiam Jit-seng é
chhiu-t6.....

“Mai khau--a-lah, toe a-peh tng--lai-lah” A-eng kiu tiam Jit-seng é chhid-té-oan. Bi-lai é mia-tn
chhia" an-cho6a™? Chit-é chap-hoe gin-4, si gong-gong tam-tam. Chin-chéng a-chi, chit-ma a-bu, chit-é
chit-é pang--leh cho in chau. Bong-bong jin-hai, chi G a-peh ho khip--leh..... Ka-chai tii é chhiu-t6-oan,
tii é heng-kham-a lai, A-eng sti kam-sia tioh un-léan koh an-choéan. Sui-jian sin-thiam € ka chhong-ti,
liah chhi-16a-4-thang ka loah. Than lang bo khoa"--ki®, han-chi-kho long phe® ho chiah. Kai tong cho é
khang-khoe, ma long the ho cho..... M-koh, Jit-seng kian khoa--tioh, 16ng & i i.

Koéng--khi-lai phéng éng-koe-a, @ chit-tng bo chit-tng, ko-ko toa™-toa®, a-a-cha-cha, ke ho joa che-
-leh. B6 joa ku, sti ho tak-é chiap-lap, thia®-thang. Toe tak-é phah-pia”, hAm kam-a-tiam kiong séng-
tiong..... Sng-sng--leh, oan-na chiok-chiok koe sa®-chap-go-tang--a. Chit-ki chhiu-kut, khan i, chhia®
i, to koe hong-song, soah teh hoah boe kai"--a..... Kadm-siong chhoa-toa é si-tda-lang, tioh i lai i. "Ah!
A-pa,” A-eng chéng-put-cht-kim, hoan-sin chiong Jit-seng lam-tidu: *Gdan joa-4 ai--li-leh neh.” A-koan
ka A-eng kong i joa ai i--leh, A-eng ka Jit-seng ma kong kang-khoéan é 6e. Kam € che ai, thiah-tiau to-hak
€ hi-bi? Kam € che ai, ho chhin-chéng chin-séng siong-thai? Ho siok-hoa é jin-séng seng-hoa, thé-seng
keéng-kai? E-tang khak-téng si, che ai ho A-eng kam-sim di-khut, put-kiti mia-han--lah. Sui-jidn Giok-bi
kong sin kéi hoat-lut, ang-4-bé chii-san é-tang pun chheng-chhé. M-koh, chai-san pun hiah chheng,
A-eng ma kam-kak gai-gioh. Siong-chhia”, ko-la Siu-tin khoa® chi® hiah tang, nig-ke-hoe é chi®, mai
kau-chhap khah tioh.

Kui-bde, Khéng-tong bo iong o-thau-a 1ai chai. U ang-bs-kia®, b6 ang-b6-mia”, soah pian siong
ho & an-pai. Sui-jian iau 0 Gi-ham, A-eng oan-na tit-tioh kui-chng-lang é chiok-hok--lah. "A-eng--a,”
oat chit-lian tng, Siu-tin i-keng khi-chhiig. Thia"-tioh sia®, A-eng oat jip-khi pang-keng. "Ia bo-ai hoah
chit-sia®, peh khi-chhfig chhia khi nau--tioh beh an-ch6a®?” Siok-gi kong si-toa é kian-khong, si si-sé é
héng-hok. Chit kui ni, Siu-tin peh khi t6 1oh, chin-liong bo-ai i-1ai lang. "Chhai-giok kam si kong kin-a-
jit beh tng--14i?” Ia m-chhap A-eng é bai-oan: "Kau-boe-a tioh é ki-tit khau tng--lai, A-hian ai ke tim ho
chiah. Bo, 16ng chhi kah bai-bai--khi” "Géa & koh ka Khéng-tong thé-chhé™--lah, a-i, Eng-siong khah da®
beh trig--14i neh” "An-ne siong ho, 4n-ne siong ho,” Sit-tin hoa™-hi kah: “Tian-6e ka goa kha-kha--leh,
A-nai ma ka kio-kio--tng-lai, kui-ke-hoe chin ka m-bat cho-tin--a” Tai-khai hoa®-hi koe-thau: "A-nai in

hit-é kio sia"? Soa kio chhoa tng--14i” "Kam h6? Chiah péng-iu nia...” ”A, kin--a-lah, kin--a-lah, soah

khoa® boe--chhut? Bo, ma ho chai in a-hai® beh thak phok-si.” Siu-tin kong-tioh hiau-pai kah, A-eng
ma kam-kak chia™ kong-chhai: "Na 4n-ne, Eng-chin ti goa-khau, ma chhia® i 1ai” I lai siong hé, Chhai-
giok in ang kap i siong @ 6e kéng” Na-chhia® ho sia®--tioh: "Tioh--lah, ka Eng-chin kéng, beh kha-iti

nng-chiah-ke, ho Chhai-giok théh tng-khi cho tan-16” Kau-tai é tai-chi, it-it hoat-1oh khi cho. Chhéng-
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a-kha nng-lau iau leh tai-chian, chit-chin-chan léan-lia, lau koe A-eng chdan-sin, lang kong hok, 1ok,

sitt sam-seng-kiong-chiau, si jin-seng lan-tit € hok-po, a-pa, a-i, oan-na beh 6a--a-lah.
1995.12.04. chho-ko 6an-ko.
1996.1.26. siu-chéng ko. Tan lok-im kap Té" kau-siu sii-tian tui-chiau au téng-ko.
1996.2.29. pi-tui lok-im siu-chéng.
1996.12.1. choe-au kau-chéng.
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