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Hit-jıt̍ beh-àm-á, Andy Donovan tǹg-lâi Tē-2-ke i só͘ tòa--ê hit-keng hā-siok, thang-hó hù àm-
tǹg. Thâu-ke-niû Scott-a-î siàu-kài i 1-ê sin-lâi--ê, kià-siok ê lâng-kheh, sī 1-ê siàu-liân a-niû-á, sìⁿ
Conway, lâng siⁿ chò sòe-lia̍p-chí, m̄-sī án-nóa hiáⁿ-ba̍k ê bí-lú. I chhēng 1-su gû-sái-sek sò-͘bīn ê
iûⁿ-chong, beh kóng i sim-sîn lóng khǹg tī bīn-thâu-chêng ê poâⁿ-á lāi, soah koh kám-kak i bô-ì
bô-ì. Donovan chhiò-bi-bi, chiâⁿ su-bûn kā i ioh--1-ê. I che su-bûn ê chhiò-iông sī chiâⁿ lī-hāi,
ē-sái kóng i kin-á-jıt̍ ê siā-hōe-tē-ūi, chîⁿ-chúi, kap chèng-tī-siōng ê koân-pìⁿ, ū 1-poàⁿ sī iōng che
su-bûn ê chhiò-iông thàn--lâi-ê. Conway-sió-chiá thiaⁿ lâng kap i ăi-sat-chṳ, i bô-siáⁿ chū-sìn ê
ba̍k-chiu-phê giâ koân, lia̍h Donovan--sian-siⁿ siòng--1-ê, hiān-hiān sī teh kā lâng phín-phêng,
chhùi-nıh̍ ngia̍uh-ngia̍uh-á liām Donovan ê miâ, sǹg sī ū kā lâng ìn, tō koh àⁿ-thâu khì kò͘ i ê
iûⁿ-pâi. Tō án-ne, Donovan chek-sî kā chit-ê gû-sái-sek--ê, ùi i teh khó-lū ê lia̍t-toaⁿ nıh̍ hù-tiāu
ah.

Kòe 2-lé-pài, Andy chē tī tōa-mn̂g-chhùi ê khiat-á hia pok sek-gâ-hun. Thiaⁿ-tio̍h kha-chiah-
āu thâu-khak-téng khin-khin-á ū si-si-sa̍h-sa̍h ê siaⁿ. I oa̍t-thâu kā khoàⁿ. Chıt̍-ê khoàⁿ sîn-hûn
hiám-á hŏng kau--khì.

Tang-sî-á sī Conway-sió-chiá khui-mn̂g chhut--lâi. I chhēng 1-su o-͘lut-lut ê iûⁿ-chong, pò-͘
liāu si hit-lō chi-lí-— chi-lí-siáⁿ-mih oáⁿ-ko͘? — ah, tō sī hit-khoán po̍h-po̍h o-͘sek ê pò-͘liāu. I bō-á
mā sī o-͘-ê, 1-tè o-͘sek ê bīn-se ùi bō-á-kîⁿ tàm--lo̍h-lâi, hàiⁿ--leh hàiⁿ--leh, bōe-su ti-tu-bāng hit-iūⁿ.
I khiā tī khiat-á siōng téng-koân hit-gám, chhiú-kut tng beh long jıp̍-khì o-͘tiû-á ê tn̂g-chhiú-lông,
kui-sin-khu chhēng-chhah bô poàⁿ-tiám pe̍h-sek, iā bô poàⁿ-tè hoe-pò.͘ I kim-sek ê thâu-mn̂g se
kah tah-tah-tah, cháng chò 1-ê kat, sûi tī ām-kún. Phú-sek ê tōa-lúi ba̍k-chiu, thiàu kòe tùi-bīn
hit-pâi chhù ê chhù-téng, khoàⁿ tùi hn̄g-hn̄g ê khong-tiong, bīn iu-iu, ná-chhiūⁿ sim-koaⁿ-thâu
ū chhian-kin ê tāng-tàⁿ. Só-͘tì, i he mo̍͘h-mo̍͘h ê bīn-chhiuⁿ, chiàu-kóng eng-kai sī bô kah jōa súi,
m̄-koh, hit-tang-chūn khoàⁿ tio̍h soah put-chí-á ū ba̍k-sıt̍.

Cha-bó-͘gín-á ah, sian-siⁿ teh kà, lí tio̍h àⁿ-hīⁿ-thiaⁿ. Kui-su ê o-͘saⁿ, te̍k-pia̍t sī he chi-lí- —
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aih-ioh, chi-lí-bián lah, soah hāi góa siūⁿ kui-po͘ kú — Kui-su ê o-͘saⁿ, iû-chhiû ê bīn-iông, oán-
bōng ê ba̍k-gîn, kim-sih-sih ê thâu-mo͘ iōng bīn-se cha̍h--leh (sī kóng, chit-hāng tō ài lí thâu-mo͘ sī
kim-sek--ê chiah ū hoat-tō,͘) kek 1-ê hêng, khoàⁿ--khí-lâi chhin-chhiūⁿ (sui-bóng lí chheng-chhun
ê hōe-châng, tī chha-1-pō͘ tō ē-tàng hāⁿ kòe hēng-hok ê hō-͘tēng hit-chūn, í-keng khiā-n̂g--khì,)
khì kong-hn̂g sàn-pō͘ ē-tàng tháu lí sim-koaⁿ-thâu ê ut-khùi. Koh chhiàng-sù lia̍h hō͘ hó-sì, tī he
siōng tú-hó ê to-͘ha̍p chhut-mn̂g, án-ne tāi-chì kiàn-pái mā ún-tak-tak. Góa chit-ê lâng ná-ē án-ne
gî-sim-tāng, kā lâng chhēng song-ho̍k ê lō-͘iōng kóng kah hit-pêng--khì.

Donovan--sian-siⁿ hit-tiuⁿ i ū teh khó-lū ê miâ-toaⁿ, liâm-tong-sî Conway-sió-chiá ê miâ koh
hō͘ i siá tò-tńg--khì. Hit-ki sek-gâ, iáu koh chhùn-gōa tn̂g, khoàⁿ tio̍h thang koh lo̍k-thióng 8-hun-
cheng kú ê khoán, taⁿ hiat-ka̍k bô ài koh pok ah, koáⁿ-kín kā sin-khu ê tāng-sim sóa tī hit-siang
kng-bīn phê-ôe téng-bīn.

“Conway-sió-chiá, eng-àm chiah hó-thiⁿ lioh,” i án-ne kóng. Nā chún-kóng Khì-siōng-kio̍k ū
thiaⁿ-tio̍h i che chū-sìn ê khùi-kháu, in kiám-chhái ē kòa hit-tè sì-kak pe̍h-sek ê hong-sìn-kî, iōng
thih-teng kā he kî-á tèng tī chûn-ûi-bóe.

“Nā sī hia--ê ū sim-chiâⁿ hiáng-siū ê lâng lâi khoàⁿ, tek-khak sī hó-thiⁿ bô m̄-tio̍h.” Conway-
sió-chiá chhoán 1-ê tōa-khùi án-ne kóng.

Donovan--sian-siⁿ tī sim-koaⁿ lāi chiù-chhám he thiⁿ-khì. Bô huih bô ba̍k-sái leh, soah m̄
phoah hō,͘ khau hong, lo̍h seh, thang ha̍h Conway-sió-chiá ê sim-chêng.

“Góa ǹg-bāng lín chhin-chiâⁿ sī-tōa lóng pêng-an bô tāi-chì?” Donovan--sian-siⁿ pàng-táⁿ kā
i mn̄g.

“M̄-sī gún chhin-chiâⁿ,” Conway-sió-chiá tùn-teⁿ--1-ê koh kóng, “sī 1-ê… Góa siūⁿ, che kan-
khó͘ ê tāi-chì, a̍h-sī m̄-thang kóng lâi chak-chō lí khah hó.”

“Chak-chō?” Donovan--sian-siⁿ kā khòng-gī. “Beh nah ē lah, Conway-sió-chiá, góa ē chin
hoaⁿ-hí, m̄-sī, góa ē chin kan-khó͘… Góa sī kóng, tek-khak bô-lâng phēng góa khah ū châi-tiāu
thé-sut lí.”

Conway-sió-chiá bâ-bún-á chhiò. Oá, chit-siaⁿ phēng i lóng bô chhiò-sîn ê iūⁿ, khoàⁿ tio̍h sī
koh khah pi-siong.

“‘Chhiò, lâng tō tòe lí chhiò. Khàu, lâng tō kā lí chhiò.’” I khioh lâng ê ōe-bóe lâi kóng. “Chit-
kù góa ū o̍h--tio̍h. Donovan--sian-siⁿ, góa tī chhī-lāi bô pêng-iú mā bô chhin-chiâⁿ, m̄-koh lí tùi
góa chin bô táⁿ-kín, che góa chiok kám-sim.”

Donovan bat tī chia̍h-pn̄g ê sî, thoân 2-pái hô-͘chio-koàn hō͘ i.

“Ka-tī 1-ê tòa tī Niú-iok sī chiâⁿ ngē-táu — tek-khak sī án-ne.” Donovan--sian-siⁿ kóng,
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“Chóng--sī, kiám-chhái sam-put-gō-͘sî--á, che bô-chêng ê siâⁿ-chhī mā ē tián-hiān i oa̍h-tāng hó-
tàu-tīn ê hit-bīn, lán tō ū thang chò kóa-á gī-niū. Siat-sú lí nā lâi-khì kong-hn̂g sàn-pō-͘-1-ê,
Conway-sió-chiá, he kám bô thang sió-khó-á kái lâng ê iu-būn? Nā sī lí bô khì-hiâm —”

“Chin to-siā, Donovan--sian-siⁿ. Nā chún-kóng 1-lia̍p im-ut ê sim-koaⁿ kap lí chò-poaⁿ, bōe
hō͘ lí kám-kak ià-siān, góa sī chin hoaⁿ-hí tòe lí khì sàn-pō.͘”

He chhī-khu ê lāu kong-hn̂g, sì-kho-͘lìn-tńg ū thih-lân-kan ê chhiûⁿ-ûi-á, in ùi khui-khui ê
tōa-mn̂g kiâⁿ--jıp̍-khì, tī phiah-chēng ê só-͘chāi chhōe-tio̍h 1-tiâu í-liâu.

Siàu-liân-lâng ê pi-siong hâm lāu-hòe-lâng--ê koh-iūⁿ: siàu-liân-lâng ê gêng-sim-tāi nā chhōe-
tio̍h lâng lâi kong-ke, tō chiàu pun-hoat ê kui-kí lâi sǹg. Lāu-hòe-lâng tō chún-kóng tıt̍-tıt̍ pun--
chhut-khì, i ka-tī ê pi-siong iû-goân sī 1-sut-á mā bōe kiám-chió.

“I sī góa ê bī-hun-hu,” kòe 1-tiám-cheng kú, Conway-sió-chiá chiah thok-thàu hō͘ i thiaⁿ.
“Goân-té gún sī àn-sǹg āu-chhun beh kiat-hun. Donovan--sian-siⁿ, lí m̄-thang lia̍h-chò góa ài
kóng phòng-hong-ōe, m̄-koh i sī 1-ê chiàⁿ-káng ê ông-iâ, kiò-chò FernandoMazzini ông-iâ, tī I-tá-
lī-à ū 1-chō ông-siâⁿ kap 1-tōa-phiàn chhân-hn̂g. Góa m̄-bat tú-tio̍h phēng i khah bûn-ngá ê lâng.
Goán A-pa tong-jiân sī hoán-tùi. Ū 1-pái góa beh kap i thau-cháu, m̄-koh hō͘ A-pa chang--tio̍h,
cháu bô lī. Góa siūⁿ kóng, A-pa kap Fernando káⁿ ē koat-tàu sio-thâi. Goán A-pa tī Pau-khip-si
hia khui 1-keng kong-si, chò he chhī bé sòe--lâng ê seng-lí. Án-ne kóng lí tō chai hit-ê ì-sù lah
ho͘n h.

“Chiong-kî-bóe A-pa mā sī tńg-ì kóng beh hō͘ góa kè. Fernando the̍h he chhân-hn̂g jī-chóa,
koaⁿ-chiok ê chèng-bêng, hō͘ A-pa khoàⁿ, kóng beh seng tńg khì I-tá-lī-à, kā he tōa-chhù hoan sin
thang hō͘ góa tòa. A-pa sī chin chū-ko ê lâng, Fernando chhoân kúi-nā-chheng-kho͘ kóng beh chò
phìn-kim, A-pa m̄-nā bô ài, koh kā i mē kah chiâⁿ pháiⁿ-thiaⁿ. Hâm i beh sàng góa chhiú-chí a̍h-sī
lé-mıh̍, A-pa lóng m̄-chún góa the̍h. Fernando lo̍h-chûn liáu, góa tō poaⁿ lâi chhī-lāi, tī 1-keng
thn̂g-á-tiàm ín-tio̍h kò-͘tiàm ê thâu-lō.͘

“Saⁿ-kang-chêng, Pau-khip-si choán 1-tiuⁿ I-tá-lī-à kià--lâi ê phoe hō͘ góa, kóng Fernando chē
chûn tú--tio̍h sū-kò,͘ kòe-sin--khì.

“Góa teh kòa-hà tō sī ūi-tio̍h i. Donovan--sian-siⁿ, góa ê sim í-keng tâi jıp̍-khì i ê bōng-khòng,
éng-oán bōe koh tńg--lâi ah. Góa siūⁿ, koh chhōe góa chò-poāⁿ iā bô lī-ek, Donovan--sian-siⁿ,
góa bōe koh kah-ì pa̍t-lâng ah. M̄-thang ūi-tio̍h góa soah hāi lí tòe leh khí-mo͘ bái, koh ngāi-tio̍h
lí khì chhōe pa̍t-ê pêng-iú, thang kap in tâng-chê hoaⁿ-hí, tâng-chê chhiò. Lí chit-má ū siūⁿ beh
seng tńg--khì ah iā kú-káⁿ?”

Cha-bó-͘gín-á ah, sian-siⁿ koh lâi kà. Lí nā siūⁿ beh khoàⁿ lâng siàu-liân-ke soa-thio ku̍t-á
kia̍h--leh chhiⁿ-kông-kông chông--chhut-khì, kán-tan, tō kā i kóng lí ê sim tâi tī pa̍t-lâng ê bōng-
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khòng--nıh̍. Siàu-liân-ke lóng mā hèng chò kiap-koan-chha̍t, chhìn-chhái khì mn̄g 1-ê kóa-hū lí
tō chai. Taⁿ ū 1-ê chhēng chi-lí-bián ê thiⁿ-sài, i ka-la̍uh ê chn̄g-hú, tek-khak tō ài ū lâng siūⁿ-
pān-hoat kā i chhōe--tio̍h an tò-tńg khì i ê heng-khám. Ta̍k-ê lóng mā chai, sí-lâng siōng-kài
sū-sè.

“Góa kám-kak chiâⁿ m̄-kam,” Donovan--sian-siⁿ hó-chhùi kā kóng. “Bōe lah, góa bōe siūⁿ beh
seng cháu. Mài koh kóng lí tī chia lóng bô pêng-iú, Conway-sió-chiá. Án-ne góa ē chiok m̄-kam,
chhiáⁿ lí siong-sìn góa beh chò lí ê pêng-iú, mā chhiáⁿ lí siong-sìn góa kám-kak chiok m̄-kam.”

“Góa phoa̍h-liān ê lô-͘khiat-toh lāi-té ū khǹg i ê siòng-phìⁿ,” Conway-sió-chiá iōng chhiú-kin-
á chhit ba̍k-kho-͘kîⁿ, koh kóng, “Góa lóng m̄-bat the̍h hō͘ pa̍t-lâng khoàⁿ; m̄-koh góa ē-sái hō͘ lí
khoàⁿ, Donovan--sian-siⁿ, in-ūi góa siong-sìn lí ū-iáⁿ sī góa ê pêng-iú.”

Conway-sió-chiá kā i ê lô-͘khiat-toh phah--khui, Donovan--sian-siⁿ lia̍h he siòng-phìⁿ tıt̍-tıt̍
khoàⁿ, chiâⁿ ū chhù-bī ê khoán. Hit-ê Mazzini ông-iâ ê bīn put-chí-á sim-sek, khoàⁿ tio̍h chin
tāi-châi, cheng-eng, beh kóng iân-tâu mā kóng ē-tit-kòe. Chit-ê lâng tek-khak sī kian-kiông koh
lo̍k-thian, sī chò thâu-lâng ê chiàng-châi.

“Góa pâng-keng koh ū 1-tiuⁿ khah tōa-tiuⁿ--ê, góa ū iōng siòng-kheng kheng--leh, lán nā tńg-
-khì chiah the̍h hō͘ lí khoàⁿ. Góa tō chhun chit-2-tiuⁿ siòng-phìⁿ thang kì-liām Fernando niâ, lóng
bô pa̍t-hāng ah. M̄-koh, i ē éng-oán oa̍h tī góa ê sim-koaⁿ lāi.”

Taⁿ Donovan--sian-siⁿ khì ba̍uh-tio̍h 1-hāng bî-biāu ê khang-khòe — chhú-tāi hit-ê put-hēng
ê ông-iâ tī Conway-sió-chiá sim-lāi ê ūi. I tùi Conway-sió-chiá ài-bō͘ ê sim-ì, chhut tōa-la̍t sak i
kiâⁿ tùi hit-tiâu lō͘ khì. Tāi-chì chiâⁿ ngē-táu, chóng--sī i ê ì-chì chiâⁿ kian-tēng. Chiàu i só͘ kè-e̍k ê
hì-chhut, i ê kioh-siàu tō lâi pān 1-ê lo̍k-thian m̄-koh ū tông-chêng-sim ê pêng-iú. I chò tio̍h put-
chí-á sêng-kong, sòa--lo̍h-lâi he poàⁿ-tiám-cheng ê sî-kan, nn̄g-lâng iōng 2-poâⁿ keng-chio-sng
keh-kài, iōng tòa kám-khài ê sim-su teh khai-káng. Conway-sió-chiá phú-sek ê tōa-lúi ba̍k-chiu
lāi-té, he pi-siong khioh-sī 1-sut-á iā bô kiám-chió.

In tńg-khì kàu hā-siok ê tōa-thiaⁿ, Conway-sió-chiá cháu khì lâu-téng kā siòng-phìⁿ the̍h--
lo̍h-lâi, he siòng-kheng koh iōng 1-tè pe̍h-sek ê tiû-á-pò͘ pau kah hó-sì hó-sì. Donovan--sian-siⁿ
giâu-gî ê gán-sîn, ná-chhiūⁿ khoàⁿ-tio̍h siáⁿ-mih bōe-hiáu-tit kái ê tāi-chì.

“Che siòng-phiⁿ sī i khì I-tá-lī-à chêng-1-mê hō͘ góa ê,” Conway-sió-chiá kóng, “Góa kiò hip-
siōng-koán hoan 1-tiuⁿ sòe-tiuⁿ--ê khǹg tī lô-͘khiat-toh lāi-té.”

“Khak-sıt̍ sī hó lâng-châi,” Donovan--sian-siⁿ sêng-sim án-ne kóng. “Conway-sió-chiá, lé-
pài hit-kang, kám thang ún-chún góa kap lí chò-phoāⁿ khì Khong-nî-tó chhit-thô? Lí kám-kak
án-choáⁿ?”

Oat--leh 1-goe̍h-jıt̍ kòe, Donovan--sian-siⁿ tō khì Conway-sió-chiá in tau koāⁿ-tiāⁿ ah, koh
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kóng hō͘ thâu-ke-niû Scott-a-î kap kî-taⁿ ê lâng-kheh chai. Conway-sió-chiá iû-goân ta̍k-kang
chhēng o-͘saⁿ.

Koh kòe 1-lé-pài, in 2-lâng chē tī he kâng 1-ê kong-hn̂g--nih kâng 1-tiâu í-liâu téng, àm-tām
ê goe̍h-niû ùi thâu-khak-téng ê hio̍h-á chhiō--lo̍h-lâi, hong 1-ê chhoe, in 2-ê khoàⁿ tio̍h ná chhiūⁿ
cháu-bé-teng. M̄-koh hit-jıt̍ kui-kang, Donovan--sian-siⁿ khoàⁿ--khí-lâi tō chhau-sim peh-pak,
khiàm-sîn khiàm-sîn. I án-ne kui-àm tiām-chut-chut, tì-kàu ài-jîn-á sim-lāi hit-kù ōe, kâm tī
chhùi--nıh̍ kâm kah tòng bōe-tiâu,

“Andy, siáⁿ-sū eng-àm kāu sèng-tē, khiàm chhiò-sîn?”

“Nah ū lah.”

“Siⁿ ba̍k-chiu--ê tō ū khoàⁿ--kìⁿ, lí chū-lâi m̄-bat chit-hō hêng. Sī án-choáⁿ?”

“Bô tāi-chì lah, Maggie.”

“Koh kóng bô. Tō sī ū tāi-chì, soah m̄ kóng hō͘góa thiaⁿ. Án-ne góa chai ah. Tek-khak sī it-tio̍h
pa̍t-ê cha-bó-͘gín-á, teh siūⁿ i. Hó ā, chò lí khì chhōe i. Kám ē-sái chhiáⁿ lí kā chhiú pàng--khui?”

“Hó lah, kóng hō͘ lí chai lah.” Taⁿ bô kóng chûn-pān sí--ê. “Chóng--sī, kóng--lâi kiám-chhái lí
iā bōe-tàng liáu-kái. Lí káⁿ m̄-bat thiaⁿ kòe Mike Sullivan. Lâng lóng kiò i Tōa-sian Mike.”

“M̄-bat thiaⁿ--kòe.” Maggie kóng, “I kā lí ló kah án-ne, góa chiah bōe-giàn thiaⁿ-tio̍h i. He sī
siáⁿ-mih lâng?”

“I tī Niú-iok sī chit-ki--ê”, Andy khiân-kèng-á khiân-kèng, pí 1-ki tōa-bú-ong. “Tī Táⁿ-bān-nî
Hia̍p-hōe sī hoah-chúi ē kian-tàng, kui-ê Kiōng-hô-tóng lóng thiaⁿ i ê, ē-sái kóng i phēng soaⁿ
khah lò, phēng Tang-hô khah khoah. Lí nā kóng i ê tn̂g-té-kha-ōe, m̄-bián 2-bió-cheng, liâm-piⁿ
2-pah-bān lâng tō lâi lia̍p lí ê só-͘kut. Chêng-chām-á i khì Aū-chiu chhut-tiuⁿ, hia--ê ông lah iâ
lah, ná thò-͘á-kiáⁿ bih tī thò-͘á-khang, koai-koai-koai.

“Mike mā sǹg sī góa ê pêng-iú. Góa tī soán-khu ê tē-ūi khó-pí phé-sì-pâi ê 2-tiám, ah Mike sī
kìⁿ-lâng-hó, bōe tōa-sòe-ba̍k, khoàⁿ lâng bô. Chá-khí góa tī Ba̍uh-á-lī tn̄g-tio̍h i, lí kám chai-iáⁿ i
án-choáⁿ? Cháu lâi kap góa ak-chhiú lah. ‘Andy,’ i tùi góa kóng, ‘gâu neh, thiâu-á-kha ná chhāi
ná chōe ki ô.͘ Lâi, lâi-khì lim--1-poe-á.’ I tiám 1-ki sek-gâ, góa tiám 1-poe hái-bó-͘lù. Góa kóng
góa kòe 2-lé-pài beh chhōa bó,͘ i kóng, ‘Andy, thiap-á tō pàng--lâi, góa chiah ē-kì-tit khì chia̍h
sin-niû-chiú.’ Che tō sī Mike tùi góa kóng ê ōe. I chit-ê lâng, m̄-bat kóng kheh-khì-ōe, lóng sī
kóng ē kàu, chò ē kàu.

“Che lí tō bô liáu-kái ah, Maggie, nā chún-kóng tok góa 1-ki chhiú-kut, thang oāⁿ Tōa-sian
Mike lâi chia̍h lán ê sin-niû-chiú, góa to-á kia̍h--lâi tō phut--lòe, lóng bô tē-jī-kù ōe kóng. I nā lâi,
góa hām-bîn tō ē thau-chhiò. Nā lâng teh kè-chhōa chhiáⁿ ē-tio̍h i lâi, he sī chiok ū bīn-chú--ê.
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Lí ē kám-kak góa sim-thâu loān-hun-hun, tō sī chit-ê khí-tì.”

“Nā-sī chiah-nıh̍ iàu-kín ê lâng, án-ne thiap-á pàng--khì tō hó ah, thài ū siáⁿ thang hoân-ló?”
Maggie hòng-hòng-á kóng.

“Tō sī ū 1-hāng bōe-tit tıt̍,”, Andy ná kóng ná chheh-sim, “tō sī ū 1-hāng hō͘ i choa̍t-tùi bōe-sái
lâi chia̍h sin-niû-chiú. Mài kā góa mn̄g, góa bōe-sái kóng hō͘ lí chai.”

“Hò͘n , góa mā bô siūⁿ beh chai.” Maggie kóng, “Lín che chèng-tī ê tāi-chì góa m̄-bat. M̄-koh
kap góa tàu-tīn ê sî, hô-mih-khó͘ tō án-ne khó-͘koe-bīn?”

“Maggie,” Andy hiông-hiông kā mn̄g, “lí sī siūⁿ-tio̍h góa khah chōe, a̍h-sī siūⁿ-tio̍h lí-ê… a̍h-sī
siūⁿ-tio̍h hit-ê Mazzini ông-iâ khah chōe?”

I kho̍k-kho̍k tán, Maggie to bô kā i ìn. Hut-jiân-kan Maggie phak tī i ê keng-kak khàu chhut-
siaⁿ, ná khàu ná chùn ná chhngh, kā i ê chhiú-kut lám-tiâu-tiâu, ba̍k-sái bak kah chi-lí-bián tâm-
kô-͘kô.͘

“Sioh, sioh, sioh!” Andy kín kā i an-tah, ka-tī ê hoân-ló seng khǹg 1-pêng khì. “Taⁿ sī án-choáⁿ
lah?”

“Andy”, Maggie tıt̍-tıt̍ khàu. “Góa kóng pe̍h-chha̍t phiàn--lí, taⁿ lí bōe siūⁿ beh chhōa--góa, mā
bōe koh kah-ì góa ah. M̄-koh góa mā sī ài thán-pe̍h kóng hō͘ lí chai. Andy, hit-ê ông-iâ sī bô-iáⁿ ê
lâng, hâm 1-ki chńg-thâu-á bóe-cháiⁿ to bô. Tō sī góa chū-lâi m̄-bat kau cha-po-͘pêng-iú. Khoàⁿ
pa̍t-lâng lóng ū, koh put-sî kóng lâi tián hō͘ lâng chai, lú kóng soah lú hó cha-po-͘lâng iân. Lí
mā chai, góa chhēng o-͘saⁿ sè-kài hó-khoàⁿ. Só-͘tì góa khì hip-siōng-koán bóe hit-tiuⁿ siōng, koh
chù-bûn 1-tiuⁿ sòe-tiuⁿ--ê khǹg tī lô-͘khiat-toh, chhiⁿ-chō pe̍h-siat 1-ê kòe-sin ê ông-iâ, m̄-chiah
ū nôa-thâu lâi chhēng o-͘saⁿ. Láu-á lóng mā bô lâng kah-ì, lí it-tēng ē pàng-sak góa, Andy, góa tō
ē kiàn-siàu sí. Góa to kan-taⁿ kah-ì lí 1-ê, m̄-bat kah-ì pa̍t-lâng. Tāi-chì tō sī án-ne.”

I lia̍h-chún ē hō͘ lâng sak--khui, bô-gî-ngō͘ Andy kā i lám óa--lâi. I giâ thâu khoàⁿ, Andy chhùi
chhiò ba̍k chhiò, chìn-chêng hoân-ló ê iūⁿ lóng hó--khì.

“Andy, lí… lí kám ē-tàng goân-liōng góa?”

“Bián-kóng mā ē-sái,” Andy kóng, “He a̍h bô siáⁿ-mih ah. Ông-iâ tō hō͘ i lâu tī i-ê bōng-á-po.͘
Taⁿ lóng bô tāi-chì ah, Maggie, góa chiah teh ǹg-bāng lí ē tī kiat-hun-sek chìn-chêng kóng hō͘ góa
chai. Ū-kàu gâu kāng--lâng!”

“Andy,” Maggie khoàⁿ pān-sè, lâng 1-sut-á chek-pī ê ì-sù to bô, pháiⁿ-sè pháiⁿ-sè chhiò-chhiò-á
mn̄g, ”hit-ê ông-iâ ê kó,͘ lí kám bat siong-sìn?”

“Sìn sī bô siáⁿ teh sìn lah,” Andy ná chhun-chhiú khì sa i ê sek-gâ a̍p-á, “lí hit-tiuⁿ siòng-phìⁿ
a̍h m̄-sī pa̍t-lâng, tú-tú tō sī Tōa-sian Mike lah.”

6


